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The Green Stowupland Suffolk IP14 4AR

Opening Hours
Monday & Tuesday                                 7.00am to 1.00pm

Wednesday Thursday Friday          7.00am to 5.00pm

   Saturday                                                     7.ooam to 12.30 pm

Telephone : 01449 677720

Local Delivery

Local meats * Home-cooked pies

Home cooked hams

Dry-cured bacon and gammon

Selection of homemade burgers

Big selection of specialist cheese
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Welcome to the June edition of Telstar. In this edition there is a 
report on the Craft Fair and Flower Festival. This year’s exhibits 
featured famous women in history, ranging from Rosa Parks to 
Enid Blyton and Vera Lynn, a strong theme I thought. You will also 
find reports from the football club, cricket club and bowls club. 
We also have an update on planning issues and Good Neighbours 
put us in the picture on issues to do with data protection. The 
magazine is at its best when you have your say, so if you have any 
comments or would like to contribute to the magazine please get 
in touch via email or the village web site. 

EDITOR’S NOTES

C L U B  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S
Book Group:  Patricia Hodgkins 01449 672127 

Baby and Toddler Group:  To Be Advised

Bowls Club:  Graham Newman 01359 240846

Dance Club:  Mary & Paul Durham  01449 672601

Local History Group:  Marion Harris 01449 770895

Short Mat Bowls:  Pam Fayers  01449 770080 

Sports & Social Club: Andy Parkin             07796 274905

W. I. Judy Clarke 01449 615386

Community Events Keith Welham 01449 673185

Mobile Library:   07721 879855

Country & Western:  Pat Murphy  01449 677405

Stowmarket Wildlife Group John Thompson 01449 676471 
swtstowmarket@gmail.com

Telstar is also available as a link on the Parish Council website:

www.stowupland.com

Front Cover Photo: Vera Lynn, an exhibit for the Festival of Flowers, 
Photo courtesy of Keith Hyland
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Stowupland Village Website
www.stowupland.com

Parish Council Minutes of meetings 
and agendas are displayed at the Village 
Hall notice board (left of main entrance)

Parish Council:
Chairman - Jerry Voden   01449 770334
Roger Carter   01449 612856
Hayden Guy   01449 401352
Laura Johnson     07826 851030
Ben Miller   07765 408001
Paula Murton       07906 677817
Dave Pring           01449 771891
Sally Reeves        01449 745739
Ray Studd   01449 676606
Keith Welham   01449 673185
 

Clerk to the Parish Council:
Claire Pizzey

2 Broomspath Road, IP14 4DB
01449 677005

email: parishclerk@stowuplandpc.co.uk  
You can contact the Clerk as follows:

Tues – Thurs from 10.00am – 12.00noon

Mid Suffolk District Council:
Keith Welham  01449 673185 

Keith is happy to help you with any
District Council matter.

Keith.welham@midsuffolk.gov.uk

Suffolk County Council
Gary Green  07545 423824
 gary.green@suffolk.gov.uk 

Police Safer Neighbourhood Team
PC 1443 Stefan Henriksen

Police Station, Violet Hill Road, Stowmarket
IP14 1NJ   Tel; 101

stefan.henriksen@suffolk.pnn.police.uk

Good Neighbour Scheme: 
HELPLINE No. 07591 539621

Village Hall Bookings: 
Hugh Blanch –  01449 612156

email stowuplandvhbookings@gmail.co

STOWUPLAND TELSTAR
11 issues per year. 

Joint issue in December/January
Delivered to every residence.

We welcome new residents to the village.

Articles for Telstar to:
Voden, 35 Oak Road IP14 4DP 
Email: voden@btinternet.com

Business Advertising:
Claire Pizzey

01449 677005
Email: adverts.telstar@hotmail.co.uk

Advertising Disclaimer:
All adverts are placed in good faith 

and the publishers cannot undertake 
responsibility for work carried out.
Advertisers details are not passed 

on to other publishers.

Diary Dates:
Marion Harris
01449 770895

Email: marion@astronomer.plus.com

If an event has been organised,
whether a one-off or a regular one

please do not assume that everyone
knows the details, venue, date, etc.

Advertise it in Telstar

Distribution Co-Ordinator:
Sally Reeves

01449 745739

To the team of distributors who trek  
the roads and streets of Stowupland 

each month. Thank You

Produced in the village,
for the village

D E A D L I N E  D AT E :
7TH OF EACH MONTH

Printed by Gipping Press Ltd. Tel: 01449 721599. Web: www.gippingpress.co.uk

PARISH DIRECTORY
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JUNE 2018
CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN

This is my last column before I hand over the 
chairmanship of the Parish Council at the May Parish 
Council meeting.  I will take this opportunity to thank 

everyone who has served as a Councillor during my stint as Chairman, and 
also Rachel Godbold, who was Clerk when I took over the chairmanship in 
May 2013, and Claire Pizzey, who took over from Rachel in April 2014.

There have been huge changes in the last 5 years.  Legislation has changed 
and there are wider responsibilities on the Clerk and Chairman and, 
indeed, all members of the council.  The recent Data Protection legislation 
will impact upon all councillors; we will all need to be extra vigilant in 
how we store confidential information and ensuring that we do not retain 
personal information for longer than it is needed.  To assist with this, as you 
may have seen, the Clerk and all councillors now have new email addresses 
to be used only for council business. 

In 2013, we were advised by our then District Councillor that there would 
be no house building in Stowupland.  MSDC planning policies, we were 
told, were robust enough to ensure no development would take place in 
our village.  Since then we have seen a number of applications, the first 
one or two of the 175 homes between Church Road and Gipping Road are 
nearing completion and we are now awaiting the outcome of the planning 
appeal in respect of land to the west of Thorney Green Road.  Our village 
could grow from 900 homes to around 1250 within ten years.  The Parish 
Council will need to adapt.  A way must be found for Stowupland to 
accommodate a growth in population whilst retaining a village feel

One of the reasons that I am stepping down is that I will be taking on a 
new role at MSDC, but more of that next month in my other column in 
Telstar.  By the time you read this, the new chairman will be in place and I 
urge all residents to give him/her the support they will need.

In closing, I would like to thank everyone who has volunteered and 
undertaken tasks for the benefit of residents.  Much of this work goes 
unnoticed by most people but it is much appreciated.  There will be more 
opportunities to volunteer, and we especially need people to assist with 
community events, such as the Walker Cup, end of year family ball, a junior 
treasure hunt and a car treasure hunt.  Please get in touch if you can give a 
bit of time to help with any village activity.

Keith Welham
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  SSuunnddaayy  LLuunncchheess  
22  ccoouurrsseess  ffoorr  jjuusstt  ££1100  
BBooookkiinngg  aaddvviisseedd  bbuutt  
nnoott  eesssseennttiiaall..  

BBeedd  &&  BBrreeaakkffaasstt  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aatt  tthhee  
RReettrreeaatt,,  lloonngg  aanndd  sshhoorrtt  ssttaayyss  wweellccoommee..  
EEnn--ssuuiittee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aanndd  ffrreeee  wwiiffii..    

Bingo every other Tuesday from 8.15pm.  Next 
one 12th & 26thth June. Everyone welcome. Cash 
prizes. Over 18s. 
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Annual Report by Keith Welham, District Councillor for 
Stowupland and Creeting St Peter

• Planning

Planning applications seem to have come thick and fast in the last 12 
months.  Details for both phases of the Bloor (former Gladman) site 
have been approved – 175 homes in all.  Full planning approval was 
granted for 10 homes opposite the URC chapel; a decision on the 
application for 18 homes opposite Holy Trinity Church is anticipated in 
May, having been deferred from January.

Work is still underway in the preparation of a new Joint Local Plan.  The 
first round of public consultation generated over 1000 responses.  A 
Community Infrastructure Levy Expenditure Policy has been agreed 
and a first round of bidding is due in May 2018.

• Housing

A new joint in-house maintenance team (BMBS) has been formed to 
oversee all the repairs and improvements to the council housing stock.  
It is hoped that this will eventually create savings for both councils.  
Three ‘Unity Housing’ estates have now been regenerated and 17 new 
council homes were completed in Woolpit. 

• Finance and Organisation

Core funding from the Government has decreased again and will 
reduce to zero by 2019/20, so there has been another 0.5% increase 
in Council Tax to create a balanced budget for next financial year.  
The Council has moved its offices to Endeavour House in Ipswich 
and is making claims that this will save £5.8M over the next 10 years.  
However this figure is for both Mid Suffolk and Babergh District 
Councils so is actually only approximately £2.9M and that’s for both 
capital and running costs.  And it isn’t saving we will see.  If the 
councils hadn’t moved to Ipswich, they would have retained only one 
office as a head office so the true “saving” is even less.  And had the 
two councils moved into a single office in either district there would 
also have been some considerable savings made.

MAY 2018
DISTRICT COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT
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A Capital Investment strategy to create ‘profit for purpose’ is now 
underway, borrowing at low interest to invest in property or projects to 
provide an income to support council provided services.  Some of the 
proposed £25M has been invested in commercial and retail premises 
outside of the district.

MSDC has again not spent its budget (underspending has been on 
average £700,000 for each of the last seven years).  Over roughly the 
same period of time, they have been squirrelling away about £10 
million from Government grants received for getting homes built (New 
Homes Bonus).

• Enterprise

Land earmarked for the Stowmarket Enterprise Zone has been 
purchased by the Council as an investment.

The Council have invested £2.56M into the Regal Theatre in 
Stowmarket to create two more screens.  A new joint Economic and 
Tourism strategy has been created to help attract businesses to the 
districts.

• Communities

Over £81,000 was awarded in capital grant projects across the 
district, which has enabled another £500,000 of external funding to 
be allocated.  Individual members of the council were given a locality 
budget of £6,250 to allocate to projects within their wards.  Projects 
benefitting from this in Stowupland were the Village Hall new oven and 
window blinds, Pre-School equipment, Telstar; Short mat bowls club 
and improvements in the cemetery.

• Boundary Review

The Boundary Commission are currently reviewing the ward boundaries 
within the district and there will be a reduction in the number of 
councillors for the election in 2019.  The final round of consultation 
ends on 30 April and it looks likely that Stowupland will be part of 
a two member ward with Haughley, Wetherden and Old Newton 
with Gipping and Dagworth.  The final recommendations should be 
published in August.
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• Is the merger with Babergh still likely?

Mid Suffolk and Babergh District Councils proposed a merger and this 
was approved by both councils subject to a detailed business case 
showing that the merger would be beneficial in terms of finance and 
service delivery.  In March Colin Noble (Leader of SCC) appointed 
consultants to consider alternative local government structures for 
Suffolk including disbanding all District and Borough Councils within 
the county and setting up unitary authorities (or a single county-wide 
unitary).  In response to this, the Leaders of Mid Suffolk and Babergh 
Councils decided to call a halt on the merger and it is on hold at least 
until the results of the work being carried out by the SCC consultants 
are known.  There is therefore little possibility of the merger being 
agreed in time for the District Council elections in May 2019.

Keith Welham, District Councillor for Stowupland and Creeting St Peter

Email: Keith.Welham@midsuffolk.gov.uk

Telephone: 01449 673185

Open Gardens
Three adjoining gardens will be open in aid of the St Elizabeth 

Hospice on 17th June from 1pm to 6pm.
They are; 2 Thatch Cottage, Caxton Cottage and Walnut Cottage.

Please give them your support.

“Date for your diary”

Community Litter Pick

Saturday 16 June 2018

Village Hall Car Park – 10.00 am

Hope to see you there!
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Community           

 Challenge                               
                                      
 Stowupland 
Village Hall  
Friday, June 22nd                                                                                                    

At 7.00PM                                                            

Quiz commences at 7.30pm 

£2.00 per person (Teams of up to 6 persons) 
Please bring your own drink and nibbles. 

To enter your team phone Cathy or Keith 
 on 01449 673185 
 
A Stowupland Community Event                                              

                           Jules Flower Studio 

                Your new independent florist in Stowmarket 

           Flowers for every occasion, specializing in weddings. 

   I work from my studio at home, which means competitive prices. 

        Call Julie on 10449 706101 

                 Email; enquiries@julesflowerstudio.co.uk 

                                  www.julesflowerstudio.co.uk   
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Community           

 Challenge                               
                                      
 Stowupland 
Village Hall  
Friday, June 22nd                                                                                                    

At 7.00PM                                                            

Quiz commences at 7.30pm 

£2.00 per person (Teams of up to 6 persons) 
Please bring your own drink and nibbles. 

To enter your team phone Cathy or Keith 
 on 01449 673185 
 
A Stowupland Community Event                                              

01449 706101
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STOWUPLAND SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 

Church Road, Stowupland IP14 4BQ 
 
Stowupland Sports and Social Club has seen a decline in members and 
financial numbers over a number of years and there has been a lack of 
investment in the building and it has become very dated.   At the end of 2017 
the committee members decided that something needed to be done or it 
would be a use it or lose it situation.   A 3 to 5year plan is being developed 
and the committee’s vision is, with resident and sport clubs support, to make 
some changes to get the facilities being used as a community hub for now 
and for future generations. We hope you will support us on our journey.      
 
At the beginning of this year we contacted local business to ask for their help 
with the regeneration of the facilities. Buildbase, Bloor Homes, Wickes and 
PPG have been kind enough to make donations to enable us to make a start. 
We have been able to decorate the lounge and bar area including new light 
fittings, replace some old furniture, replace 4 toilets, refresh and paint the 
ladies toilets and we have the paint ready for the outside of the building. We 
are in the process of completing some grant applications as the male 
changing rooms/showers and the heating system all need to be replaced by 
the end of the year.  If you can offer any help with either of these then please 
do contact us.   We would love to hear from you. 
 
We will be re-launching the Social Club on Saturday 23 June. On the day we 
will be offering a 3 month free trial membership. The bar will have new 
opening hours from this date too.  
 
More details of the re-launch day are on the back page of Telstar.  Please 
come along and join us on the day, your support will be very much 
appreciated.  

 
 
Andy Parkin, Chairman 
Stowupland Sports &Social 
Club 

Day Opening Hours 
Thursday 7 – 10.30 
Friday 7 – 10.30 
Saturday 2 – 10.30 
Sunday 2 – 10.30 
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STOWUPLAND SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 

Church Road, Stowupland IP14 4BQ 
 
Stowupland Sports & Social Club are looking to recruit a bar steward. The 
role will consist of a minimum of 15hrs work with potential overtime, 
working Saturdays & Sunday 2pm till 10:30pm. 
 
Basic job requirements:- 

 Punctual trustworthy & reliable  
 Plan and manage the ordering stock  
 Organise staff rota & cover 
 Maintenance requirements, hygiene & cleanliness of bar & cellar 

area 
 Is aware of licence legislation and ensures he/her and staff adhere 

to it 
 Attend monthly evening committee meetings 

 
If you are interested and believe you have the appropriate skills please 
contact:- 
 

 Andy Parkin - awp64@hotmail.co.uk  
 Shaun Langford - shaunjlangford9@gmail.com 

FROM TELSTAR COMMITTEE
Please note that the opinions expressed in letters and articles are not 
necessarily those of the Telstar committee or the Parish Council.  We 
cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of material submitted for 
publication, however we reserve the  right to include, edit or amend as we 
think appropriate. 

Telstar is produced in good faith but errors and omissions may occur during 
the process of production.  Please let us know if this is the case so that these 
errors may be corrected.
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The AGM meeting opened with 8 members of the public 
present.  Cllr Voden was elected unopposed as the new 
Chairman of the Parish Council.  No one put themselves 
forward to serve as Vice Chairman.  Cllr Reeves voiced her thanks on 
behalf of the Council for Cllr Welham’s chairmanship of the Parish 
Council over the last, often turbulent, 5 years.  Cllr Voden also offered 
his thanks and echoed Cllr Reeves sentiments.

Council Reports: 
SCC Cllr Green was unable to attend the meeting but had met with 
Cllr Welham and the Clerk when they had discussed outstanding 
matters.  He is still waiting to hear about an inspection of the lay-by 
on Church Road following the recent gas works.  He also advised 
that SCC legal department are dealing with the matter of the Park 
Farm public footpaths.  As the contractors have still not removed 
the temporary signs following the resurfacing of Thorney Green, Cllr 
Green has agreed to chase this again. He also confirmed that Keren 
Wright was the contact person at SCC for reporting of unauthorised 
traveller parking, however, despite the Parish Council trying to 
contact her over the recent incident with travellers on The Green, she 
is currently on long term leave and he did not provide an alternative 
contact. 

The District Councillor’s report can be found elsewhere in Telstar 
and it is hoped that, following changes in the Police service, a 
representative from the Police may occasionally be able to attend 
some meetings.

Matters of Report: 
The Clerk reported that the damaged barrier at Columbine Close 
has been replaced. However, although the drains on the A1120 have 
been blown out, it transpires that this just moved the blockage further 
down the line so the road is still flooding.  They will be asked to 
return and clean out the whole stretch.  She reported that, following 
a lot of research into the health and safety issues, the costs which 
would be incurred to have a Christmas tree on The Green are so 
prohibitive that the community events committee has recommended 
that solar lights should be placed in the trees closest to the village 

MAY 2018
PARISH COUNCIL REPORT



15

sign.  This was agreed and she will obtain some costings.  The Clerk 
reported that she had contacted the Bloor site manager about the 
litter problem and he had apologised and, following a walk past 
the site, she confirmed that the site was much clearer of litter.  She 
advised that the work on the maple trees in the churchyard has been 
completed and she has received a price for repairing the broken sign 
on the track to Hunters Moon.  The driver of the car that caused the 
damage has agreed to pay for it but she has yet to receive the money.  
The Clerk has contacted Boyer Planning about their interest in land 
south of Stowmarket Road but she has not received a response from 
them. As she has only received one quote for the rights of cutting 
schedule, it was agreed to accept this as it was within budget.

As there has been no interest in filling the vacancy on the council, it 
was agreed to try advertising once again in Telstar and also to put a 
notice on the parish notice boards.                                                                                                                                

Public Forum: 
A member of the public stated that when the footpath behind Steeple 
View floods, it makes it impassable for pedestrians.  She was referred 
to last month’s minutes where it had been referred to the school to 
sort out their drainage which was the root of the problem.  Another 
resident brought up the problem of the 30mph sign on A1120 
being too close to the junction with the B1115.  He was advised that 
Highways had previously said that they would not relocate the sign 
so this matter will be referred to Cllr Green.  A comment was made 
by one resident that, during the recent school break, she felt that she 
was on holiday as there were no traffic problems in the village.  She 
felt that even the villagers were becoming quite aggressive when 
trying to negotiate their way through the traffic chaos.  The meeting 
with the school about the traffic problems and the danger faced by 
pedestrians is scheduled for June.  It was reported that the drain in 
Gipping Road had still not been cleared despite the Clerk reporting 
it 2 months ago – she will follow this up when reporting the ongoing 
drainage problems in Church Road.

Sub-Committee Reports: 
The make-up of the main committees of Finance and Policy, 
Environment and Planning were agreed and membership of the sub-
committees and working groups will be agreed at the May meeting of 
the Finance and Policy committee.
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Cemetery and Churchyard – The Clerk reported that she had 
contacted the District Council about the bin allocation and they 
advised that the full complement of free bins has been allocated to 
the cemetery and churchyard and any additional bins would incur an 
annual charge.  It was agreed to purchase a box of orange bags so 
that any overflow from the current bins can be placed in the bags on 
an as and when basis.

Community Events – The committee has recommended that 
there should be an outing arranged for a summer afternoon tea 
for the residents of Jubilee Court at a cost of between £200 and 
£300, depending on numbers.  It also recommended that £156 
should be paid to secure a disco and bar booking for a Year End 
Family Ball to be held on 29th December.  Their recommendation 
was for expenditure of up to £6.000 for the supply and erection of 
a village beacon to be placed on The Green in readiness for the 
commemoration of end of WW1 in November.  This could also be 
used for any future significant celebratory anniversaries.  All these 
costs will be met from the community events reserves.  After much 
discussion all these recommendations were agreed.

Environment – It was reported that the spoil from the ditch by Birch 
Close has now been removed from The Green.  Cllr Pring reported 
that part of the fence around the pond by The Retreat had been 
broken off and needs replacement.

Finance and Policy – The recommendations for approval of sections 
1 & 2 of the Annual Return and that version 1.4 of the standing orders 
be adopted, and that a donation of £250 be made to the Stowmarket 
Citizens Advice were all agreed.

Footpaths – A new post for the dog bin on the half a mow has been 
put in since the improvement in the weather.

Neighbourhood Planning – It was agreed to provide the group with 
a bridging loan of £1700 in order to get the pre-submission draft 
of the Neighbourhood Plan printed and into MSDC whilst the grant 
application is made for a grant in order to save time and to ensure 
that the Parish Council can get the maximum CIL monies.

Planning – It was agreed to object on a number of points to the 
application to build a property on land north of Gipping Road.
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Transport, Traffic and Safety – Cllr Reeves felt that Cllr Green 
needs to act quickly on the work that the contractor needs to 
undertake on the lay-by on Church Road.  The Church is also chasing 
Cllr Green to get the contractor to carry out the necessary repairs.  
She also reported that the speed gun has been calibrated by the 
police.  However, she feels that the 2nd speed gun that Stowupland 
shares with Onehouse should be offered to Onehouse to keep on a 
permanent basis as Stowupland do not have enough volunteers to 
operate it as well as our own and will incur costs in the future to have 
it re-calibrated.  This was agreed.  Members of the speed gun team 
have met with the new PCSO.

Councillors Reports: 
Cllr Guy commented on the time taken by SCC to clear the drains but 
was advised by the Clerk that they have up to 6 weeks to respond.

Cllr Reeves advised that the village hall management committee 
had applied for some of the MSDC CIL money to provide some new 
doors, some painting and new sound equipment but needs a letter 
of support from the Parish Council to confirm that this a community 
project.  This was agreed.

Cllr Pring reported that the passing places situated between 
Stowupland Hall and Allards on Rendall Lane have some very deep 
potholes.  He will get some photos and then the Clerk will report 
it.  He also stated that similar school traffic and parking problems 
to those suffered by Stowupland residents are being reported in 
Ipswich, according to an article in the EADT, where local employers 
are working with the Police and SCC to get the parking off the 
streets.  He also stated that the EADT had reported that SCC are 
trying to get local parish councils to undertake more tasks.  Cllr 
Reeves advised that she had filled in the questionnaire supplied by 
SCC about this matter and that she had recorded that Stowupland are 
willing to undertake these tasks but only if they are paid to do so.

Cllr Carter was interested to find out how the Parish Council managed 
to get the travellers moved off The Green so quickly.  He was advised 
that the Police had been very pro-active and they had moved off 
without too much persuading and had cleared up after themselves.

Cllr Welham passed round a paper outlining the response from 
residents on what the CIL monies should be spent on.  It was agreed 
to pursue the costings for improvements for an all-weather surface 



18

to be made to the track between the end of Trinity Walk and the 
proposed pedestrian access into phase 2 of the Bloor site and also 
to provide a Parish Council notice board at Trinity Meadows.  No 
respondent stated that they would be prepared to accept an increase 
in council tax to pay for any of the projects suggested.                                          

Clerk’s Report: 
The Clerk reported that she had contacted SCC for an update to the 
safer route to school and been advised that the legal department 
will be in contact once they have an officer who has the capacity to 
start work on a consultation.  She also reported that she, along with 
another Parish Clerk, had spent some considerable time working their 
way through the complexities of the new Data Protection legislation 
that comes into force at the end of May and will be circulating a brief 
introduction of the GDPR to all councillors.  A copy of the documents 
will need circulating to all staff and volunteers also and it is suggested 
that the Chairs of all committees and working groups should make the 
members of their committees aware of the changes.  She also advised 
that hardcopy papers for meetings will now become a thing of the 
past and that all members will receive all correspondence by e-mail 
which they can print off but must dispose of all copies responsibly as 
soon as finished with.

Correspondence: 
Amongst the items of correspondence this month was one from a 
resident who was not happy with the response of the Parish Council 
to the state of the sandbagging alongside The Green, the broken 
sign that a car had knocked over near Oak Cottage and the state of 
the corner of the same track.  It was discussed and agreed that the 
resident should be invited to meet with Councillors to discuss how 
the matters can be resolved.  A further contact will be made with the 
Cabinet Member for Highways to try to resolve matters and a copy of 
the definitive map to establish highway width to establish where any 
restrictions can be placed to deter traffic.  Another resident has asked 
for a dog bin to be placed along the footpath that leads to Newton 
Road: however, a bin is already provided further along the B1113 near 
the Cardinals Road junction.  Stowupland URC requested permission 
to park on the Green on 20th May for the Civic Service and again on 
12th June for a funeral. 

The meeting closed to the public at 9.20pm.
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Are You In Pain?  Chiropractic may 
help with many problems including 
lower back pain, neck pain and related 
headaches as well as arm and leg pain     

STOWMARKET CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH CLINIC

Michael T E Bailey
Doctor of Chiropractic

Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

7 Stowupland Rd, Stowmarket. IP14 5AG
Tel/Fax 01449 612620

www.michaelbailey.net

D. Woolnough
Property Maintenance

For all your building requirements
from minor works to extensions 

and alterations

For a friendly, reliable service 
please call Dan on

01449 677564 or 07812 753099

Graduated with The Chartered 
Institute of Building in 2002 and

proud to have over 20 years 
experience in the construction industry

 

Fancy Dress and Costume Hire 

Church Farm 

Earl Stonham. IP14 5EE 

Tel: 01449 711109 

Email: 
sallymasquerade@gmail.com 

www.masqueradeshop.co.uk 

 

Fancy Dress and Costume Hire 

Church Farm 

Earl Stonham. IP14 5EE 

Tel: 01449 711109 

Email: 
sallymasquerade@gmail.com 

www.masqueradeshop.co.uk 
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COUNTRYSIDE RAMBLER
As I sit and write this article on the last day 
of April I look out of the window, it is raining, 
blowing a hooley (strong wind) and with the 
temperature well below average for the time 
of year. I do hope it improves soon but our 
British climate is renowned for its variable 
nature so we must endure it. When you listen 
to conversations from the older generation the 
topic is health, weather and notably a recent 
addition, the state of our roads, but we British 
must always have a little moan.

I am amazed on my rambles just how many 
Badger setts I come across and that’s just near 
footpaths.  Badgers are mainly nocturnal and many folks have never seen one, 
apart from road kill. The obvious signs of Badger are the burrows called a sett. 
An old family sett is quite something to see, especially in early spring before 
the vegetation conceals it. When you approach a large sett it is astonishing how 
much earth this powerful animal can excavate; look out for tell-tale signs such 
as a scratching tree they use to clean and sharpen their claws.      Badgers love 
to dig, so look out for areas along footpaths and hedgerows with multiple holes 
where they have dug out bulbs, roots or even wasp and bee nests. I believe earth 
worms are their main diet along with wild fruits in the autumn. Some of the local 
nature groups have organised Badger watching trips at this time of year so if you 
want to see a live Badger this is probably the best option.

The early Damselflies and Dragonflies are emerging, so look out for these around 
rivers and lakes. Also, there should be more butterflies on the wing by the time 
you read this. When on a country stroll take time to study everything around you; 
stop, listen to the bird song and try to identify them. Stand by a clump of flowers 
and see how many butterflies, bees and other insects visit them, especially on a 
sunny day.

One of my favourite places in early summer is to sit by a lake; in a small space 
of time you can see Swallows and Swifts swooping to catch midges and drink. A 
water vole may come and nibble at the lush vegetation, a Grebe is busy diving 
to catch fish for its youngsters. A family of active Ducklings swim past too busy 
to even notice my presence. I am startled by the loud “frank” call of a heron 
as it glides overhead. A grass snake peeps out of the watery vegetation and 
then swims past and disappears into the waterside sedges, it disturbs a large 
Dragonfly that I had not even noticed.  Have you got a favourite time or place? 
It may be the first spring blossom, to hear a cuckoo, or even autumn with its 
wonderful colours.

My wife and I hope to open our garden this June as part of Stowupland open 
gardens so if you wish to meet us come along we will be pleased to see you.

Brian Ward

Photo courtesy of Brian Ward
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                                 Junior Page 

Are you looking forward to a holiday, in the picture are some ways 
that you might travel. Look in the grid for other ways of getting 
around. 
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S T OW U P L A N D
LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP

MAY MEETING
LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

Before describing Haughley Castle itself, Edward Martin provided 
background details about East Anglian castles – many of which we would 
never have guessed.  There are very few pre-Norman castles: the idea of 
building an impressive fortification where a lord could live came to this 
country from France.  The proximity of many castles to a church suggests 
that those castles were built on the sites of Anglo-Saxon halls, as the halls 
of thanes were often close to churches.  Haughley and Eye are nearby 
examples of this.

The defensive part of a Norman castle was the motte, a huge mound with 
walls at the top (these might well have been of wood initially, if the earth 
was not stable enough to support stone).  Living accommodation was in the 
bailey, a lower and less fortified area, connected to the motte.  As a lord 
became more important, he would have increasing fortifications built: the 
main purpose of a castle was to impress and show power, many were not 
attacked or besieged at all.  Castles were not of interest to the tax collectors 
of the Domesday Book, so only mentioned incidentally.

There are many variations on the motte and bailey design.  Eye Castle 
had two mottes, though only one is now obvious.  It was built by Robert 
Malet, whose father, William, fought at the Battle of Hastings.  The castle 
was replaced by a windmill in Tudor times and then a 19th century folly.  
Colchester Castle has the same plan as the Tower of London and Castle 
Rising is similar to Norwich. Orford and Framlingham castles had outer 
walls with mural towers added in later centuries.Haughley itself was very 
important: the caput (head) of the many estates of Hugh de Montfort, who 
was well-rewarded after 1066 and also made Constable of Dover Castle.  
Dover was garrisoned by Haughley soldiers and knights.  In 1173, Haughley 
was destroyed in an attack by the Earl of Leicester, which was part of a 
rebellion against Henry II.  It had been held by Ranuf de Broc, who had been 
in charge of the knights who went on to murder Thomas Becket.  A survey in 
1554 recorded a complex of associated buildings, including an almshouse, 
farmhouse, guildhall, pound and market.  In the 18th century, what remained 
of the stone keep was demolished and the mound planted with trees.  A 
geophysical survey led to the finding of lumps of limestone from the keep, at 
the foot of the mound.

Edward Martin’s talk was greatly appreciated and we resolved to take much 
more notice of local castles in future!
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Neil’s Notes
Fares Hill

Prestons Hill, the hill from Stowmarket past Hill Farm, was earlier called 
Fares Hill.  Hill Farm was on the site of a tenement called Fares and there are 
various references to Fares Hill from 1511. 

Carnser, Caunsey, Cansey, Karnser
‘A raised path, a causeway; usually through marshy land’
Suffolk Dialect by A.O.D. Claxton

There was a piece in the September 2015 Telstar on this word which seems 
to have been local to Suffolk and Norfolk.

The Carnser, now a low bank traversing Thorney Green towards Green Farm, 
would have at one time stood a lot higher and would have been necessary 
in wet weather, when The Green would have been very marshy in places. 
A 17th century Stowupland parish account book (Suffolk Record Office 
FB221/A/2/1) lists, under parish  expenses, the regular maintenance of ‘the 
carnser’; however this does not always refer to the Thorney Green Carnser.

For instance, in 1690 a Robert Page was paid 5 shillings and 6 pence for 
‘mending the cansey in Saxham Street’ and 5 shillings and 4 pence for 
‘repairing the cansey at Thorney Green’. There are also regular references 
to ‘the rayle cansey’, location unknown, but this one was no doubt provided 
with a hand rail.

Talking Point
We have no further information about Colonel Garrard.  Please do get in 
touch if you are able to help.

For our next ‘Talking Point’, at the side of Uplands there is a turning off the 
main road to the village from Stowmarket. Where did it originally lead?

Programme
June 6 AGM + Ipswich Suffragettes by Joy 
Bounds  
This year we celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
the 1918 Representation of the People Act which 
granted women (over 30) the right to vote for the 
first time.  Joy will look at the long campaign which 
led to this in Suffolk and especially Ipswich women 
who were involved.  She has covered the subject 
of Ipswich suffragettes in her book ‘A Song of their 
Own’.  A very short AGM, starting at 7.30pm, will 
precede the talk. 
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July 4  A Virtual Tour of The Green by Group members
Last summer we led a walk around Thorney Green looking at its role in the 
life of the parish. Houses and cottages around The Green were often built 
from clay dug on site, the resulting pits becoming ponds that were at one 
time the only water supply. The Green was undoubtedly a busy place with 
commoners exercising their right to graze animals along with traffic between 
shops, windmills, beer houses and the surrounding farms. We shall revisit the 
stories of The Green in this illustrated talk.

We meet at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  Visitors are always welcome and 
refreshments are available.  Admission is £1 for members, £3 for non-
members.  We look forward to seeing you.

Marion Harris – Tel. 01449 770895 or email: marion@astronomer.plus.com

The General Data Protection Regulation

On the 25th May 2018, this new Law expanded the rights of individuals 
to control how their personal data is collected and processed. It 
also placed a range of new obligations on organisations to be more 
accountable for data protection.

In order to comply with this new Regulation you may notice a difference 
in our response on the Helpline number. We will have to ask if you 
agree to Good Neighbours holding your details – name, address, 
telephone number, nature of your request etc. This information and the 
telephone will be kept secure in a locked cabinet accessible only to the 
Good Neighbour phone holder. We will also only keep this information 
for as long as we need it.

We will also afford the same privacy to our volunteers whose 
information we store. 

If anyone using Good Neighbours has any concerns about data 
collection/storage please give me, Cathy, a call on 673185.
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 Local Meats 
 Range of Cooked Meats 

 Free Range Eggs 
 Award Winning Cheeses 

 Local Seasonal Vegetables 
 Local Bread 

Homemade Meals and Light Snacks 
 All day Breakfasts 7 days a week! 

 Diabetic & Gluten Free Products 
 24hour ATM 

----------------------------------- 
    Barn available to rent for Meetings, Parties, Christenings   
etc. Food & Drink provided. Please phone for more details. 

 
 
.                                            

 

 
 
 
 

     01449 678650 

Butchery  

Post Office 

Farm Shop 

Cafe 

Open 7 days a week: 
Monday – Friday 8:00 – 17:30  

Saturday 8:00 – 16:00            Sundays 10:00 – 16:00 
Walnut Tree Farm, Stowupland, IP14 4BD 
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June Dates
Sat  2 and Sun 3 Five-a-Side weekend
Sat 2 P.C. Cemetery & Churchyard Sub. Com. 10.00am The Churchyard
Sun 3 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 4 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 5 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Tues 5 Beetle Drive 2.30pm Church Hall
Wed 6 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 6 Book Group 2.00pm
Wed 6 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 6 Local History Group: 7.30pm Village Hall 
   Very short AGM then ‘Ipswich Suffragettes’ by Joy Bounds
Thurs 7 TELSTAR DEADLINE DATE – July issue
Thurs 7 P.C. Environment Sub. Com. 7.30pm URC Chapel Hall
Thurs 7 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sat 9 Summer Fair          Freeman C.P. School
Mon 11 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 12 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Wed 13 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 13 P.C. Allotment Sub. Com. 10.00am The Allotments
Wed 13 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 13 Cricket: home to Old Newton 6.00pm
Thurs 14 Parish Council 7.30pm URC Chapel Hall
Thurs 14 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sat 16 Community Litter Pick 10.00am Village Hall
Sat 16 Cricket: home to Earl Stonham 1.00pm
Sun 17 Cricket: home to Horringer 1.30pm
Sun 17 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 18 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 19 Mobile Library 9.30am Jubilee Court
Tues 19 Mobile Library 9.55am The Green
Tues 19 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Wed 20 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 20 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 20 W.I. – ‘Dhow Journey over Indian Ocean’ 7.30pm Village Hall
  + strawberries and cream
Thurs 21 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall

JUNE & JULY DATES
UPCOMING EVENTS
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If you wish to attend one of the events listed, and would like help 
with transport, please contact Good Neighbours on 07591 539621

Fri 22 Community Quiz                     Doors open  7.00pm Village Hall
Sat 23 Family Open Day                                            2.00pm – late  
  Sports&Social Club
Sun 24 Open Gardens 1.00pm – 6.00pm
Sun 24 Cricket: home to Long Melford 1.30pm
Mon 25 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 26 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Tues 26 Beetle Drive 2.30pm Church Hall
Wed 27 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 27 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 27 Cricket: home to Stowmarket 6.00pm
Wed 27 Stowmarket Wildlife Group: 7.30pm Village Hall
  ‘Beneath the Surface of Suffolk’s Freshwater’ by Adrian Chalkley
Thurs 28 P.C. Finance & Policy Meeting 7.30pm V.H. Meeting Room
Thurs 28 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Fri 29 Coffee Morning 10.00am URC Chapel Hall
Fri 29 Community Bingo (18 +)         Doors open 7.00pm Village Hall
Sat 30 Cricket: home to Kelvedon 1.00pm

July Dates
Sun 1 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 2 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 3 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Tues 3 Beetle Drive 2.30pm Church Hall
Wed 4 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 4 Book Group 2.00pm
Wed 4 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 4 Local History Group: 7.30pm Village Hall 
   ‘A Virtual Tour of The Green’ by Group members
Thurs 5 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sat 7 TELSTAR DEADLINE DATE – August issue

Some Future Events
July 29 Garage and Yard Sale
Sept 9 Walkers Cup
Sept 22 Harvest Supper
Sept 23 Harvest Festival  
Sept 28 Community Bingo (18+)
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Vicar   : Revd Brin Singleton  Tel. 770921
Churchwardens : Mrs Ann Doubtfire Tel. 770363
  : Mrs Sue Hayter Tel. 613710
Email holytrinityuk@hotmail.com
Facebook   www.facebook.com/haughleybenefice
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/

NEWS
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH

Dear Friends: - 
Summer invites us to explore our great outdoors once more, to venture 
beyond the usual haunts of dog walks and well-trodden pathways. As your 
travels broaden horizons, I hope you return enriched and refreshed for 
the experience of your travels and, with fresh insight, may see anew the 
blessings of village and family life.

The Church’s Festivals of Pentecost and Trinity explore spiritual insight, 
guidance and revelation in every age. The creation story of Genesis 
reminds us to fulfil our purpose to steward earth’s garden paradise. 
Increasingly we are becoming alert to the damage we are inflicting on 
our environment. Our combined attrition on our world’s resources seems 
unstoppable. Yet take example from the visionaries of our day, we can 
change, and we can amend our ways. I remember an inspiring broadcast 
which looked at humankind’s impact on the environment from space, 
and the disappearing snow and ice fields of Mount Kilimanjaro. A local 
runner trains on the slopes of this mountain, and where once he would 
run through rivers and streams, as the forests around the mountain have 
been cut down, so the streams and rivers slowed and dried as the ice and 
snows of the mountain top disappeared. And yet, thanks to the vision of a 
local diocese, whose bishop leads regular pilgrimages of his flock into the 
cleared fields to plant trees, local streams have begun to run again.

Here we have a story of hope; one visionary action can inspire and lead 
us to change our course. The story of Pentecost inspired those who had 
followed Jesus and witnessed His crucifixion to live His risen life, and the 
good news of new life in Christ has been broadcast throughout the entire 
world. We can change, we can look to life in all its fullness, the lesson 
of Creation’s story revealing God’s blessing in creation. Be refreshed in 
these blessed days of summer, and be inspired to believe we can change 
direction and become good stewards of this garden earth.

Yours in Christ. Brin.
Priest in charge at Haughley with Wetherden and Stowupland 
brinsingleton@btinternet.com
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CHURCH SERVICES in JUNE
3rd Jun 9.30am Parish Communion
 4.00pm 1st@4 Service - church with a difference!

10th Jun 9.30am Morning Worship & ¬Trinity Starz¬
 6.30pm Evensong (BCP)

17th Jun 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
 9.30am Morning Prayer (BCP)

18th Jun (Monday) 10.30am  Songs of Praise at Steeple View
                                     - All Welcome!

24th Jun 9.30am Worship For All
 6.30pm Parish Communion

(BCP - Book of Common Prayer) 

A PRAYER:
O Lord give to each of us the sincerity to accept the things we cannot 
change.  The courage to change the things we can and the wisdom to 
know the difference.
Amen

FAMILIES! Please come along to the ‘1st @ 4’ SERVICE on Sunday, 3rd June 
at 4.00pm and enjoy this popular ‘Church With A Difference’ (with some 
snacks afterwards) Then please come to our bright and friendly WORSHIP 
FOR ALL FAMILY SERVICE in church on Sunday, June 24th at 9.30am.  
Do stay and have FairTrade refreshments with us in the hall afterwards!

STEEPLE VIEW
The residents warmly invite you to join with them for their Songs of 
Praise Service at Steeple View at 10.30am on Monday, 18th June and with 
communion afterwards for those who wish to stay.

OPEN GARDENS DAY – Sunday, 24th June, 1pm to 6pm
The entrance programme to ALL the gardens can be purchased from the 
first garden visited and also from Holy Trinity Church hall, where there will 
also be refreshments.  There will be a diversity of exciting gardens to view, 
including those at Columbine Hall with its moated medieval manor (not 
open).  Also, you can enjoy a cup of tea and a cake in Columbine Hall Barn 
or in the Church Hall.  Please see details on page 7.

BEETLE DRIVES
Come along to enjoy a chat and have some fun in congenial company at 
the Beetle Drive which will be held on Tuesdays, 5th and 26th June in the 
Church Hall.  All are most welcome to join us.
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PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH
Come along and enjoy our popular Ploughman’s lunch – good food in 
congenial company. The lunches begin on Tuesday June 19th at 12 noon in 
the Church Hall. 

For your diaries, the future lunches are on 17th. July, 21st. August, 16th 
October and 11th December (Christmas special).

WEEKLY COFFEE CHURCH
Holy Trinity Church has an Open Church Coffee Social Session from 2pm 
to 4pm each Wednesday.  

Come on in to the church hall for a free cup of tea/coffee and a chat, to 
wait for children coming out of school, perhaps for a quiet prayer, just to 
enjoy your Parish Church, or to enquire about church activities etc.

FOOD BANK BOX
If you would like to donate items for the Food Bank to help those in need of 
a helping hand there is a box at the back of the church for you to leave your 
items.  Thank you.

CHURCH HALL HIRE
Please remember that the well-appointed Church Hall is available for hire 
at reasonable rates, and would be ideal for children’s parties and small 
groups/meetings.  For more information please contact John & Ann Parsell 
on 01449 672592.  Thank you.

HELP NEEDED
We urgently need a new PCC Secretary to help our Parochial Church 
Council (PCC) here in Stowupland at Holy Trinity Church. 
The current job holder is standing down as she is training for a new role in 
our church.

What does the PCC Secretary do?

•	 Take Minutes at our evening meetings held five times a year, type them 
up afterwards and e-mail to PCC members

•	 Receive Annual Reports each year and collate these into a booklet 
ready for printing

The Parochial Church Council looks after the church finances and buildings. 
It also works with the Vicar to promote the mission of the church in 
Stowupland. 
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As secretary you will be fully supported by other members of the PCC so 
you do not need to have knowledge of church matters. This is a voluntary 
role but out of pocket expenses will be paid.

If you are interested and would like to discuss further, please contact;

Rev Brin Singleton (01449) 770921 or Alison Roberts: (01449) 613037

CRAFT FAIR
On what was one of the hottest Bank Holidays in years, which took many 
off to the seaside, we had a fantastic weekend full of fun, laughter and 
friendship, and a healthy profit!

A big Thank You to all the stallholders for their wonderful crafts and the 
great team in refreshments, who kept us cool and fed with bacon sarnies, 
Ploughman lunches, followed by delicious desserts.

Our thanks also to the visitors from near and far, judging by some of the 
addresses we had to deliver draw prizes to. The Angus coach party was a 
joy to behold.

We are eagerly looking forward to next year; the date for your diary is 4th 
5th & 6th May 2019. Why not also come along to our Christmas Fair this 
year 17th November. Father Christmas will be visiting.                           

Ann Doubtfire
Church Warden Holy Trinity

FLOWER FESTIVAL 2018 
This year’s flower festival graced Holy Trinity Church with elegance, 
artistic creativity and knowledge.

The theme was ‘Women Of The World-past and present’. Celebrating 100 
years since women gained the right to vote.

The festival was a walk through history to the present day, showcasing 
flower displays and educational facts on each woman.  The displays 
were created by individuals of the local community.  With the 
participation of the pre- school, primary 
school and other youth 
organisation it was a beautiful display of 
enthusiasm, dedication 
and the community coming together to 
celebrate Woman.

Photo, exhibit from Stowupland Sunday 
School, courtesy of Keith Hyland
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Usage
The hall usage over the last year has remained strong on the regular weekly 
bookings, with new bookings and extra hours from the current users. The 
weekend social bookings are low, but these seem to be on the rise. The 
closing of Stowupland bowls club this year was regrettable, but with the 
Elmswell club now using the facility this means bowls are still available 
within the village. 

The Building
The building has undergone an upgrade this year with.      

•	 The main hall lights now LED’s much brighter and with better 
control. 

•	 Redecorating the kitchen, bar area and the hall.
•	 A new cooker for the kitchen which is now user friendly.
•	 The renewal of the curtains for blinds.

These being the major items, as well as the usual maintenance jobs        
which were undertaken as required.

Thanks
Thank you to all the users for their continued support of the hall.
I must also thank the Trustees for their hard work and commitment this year 
and to both Twig and Hugh for their help, understanding and contribution 
to the smooth running of the hall. Thanks to the Sports and Social Club for 
providing the bar facilities. I know it has been another difficult year with 
the bar bookings down. Special thanks must go to Karen Hamilton who is 
standing down as treasurer due to family commitments. She will be missed. 

The Future
We will continue with the upgrading of the hall and it surroundings. At the 
moment the trustees are considering.

•	 P.A. Systems. 
•	 Wi-Fi network and screen projectors.
•	 A solution to the parking problems in school term times.
•	 Finishing the outside decoration of the hall
•	 Updating the constitution.

With three trustees standing down at this year’s AGM we are now looking 
for new trustees and a treasurer.

John Craine, Chairman Stowupland Village Hall

AGM REPORT FOR 2018
STOWUPLAND VILLAGE HALL
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SUPPORT OUR VILLAGE HALL                           
The Village Hall is situated on Church 
Road and is available for Clubs, Groups, 
Private Parties and Weddings.
Facilities include;

•	 Small meeting room, ideal for 
small group meetings

•	 Large Main Hall                             
•	 Licensed Bar                                   
•	 Kitchen area available
•	 Ample Parking  

There is also a range of re-cycling facilities some of which raise       
funds for the Village Hall
For more details please contact our booking secretary, Hugh Blanch 
on 01449 612156

Help needed
We still have a vacancy for the job of Treasurer; so if you are 
interested in joining the committee and would like to help in the 
running of the hall, and help with the accounts, please contact our 
Chairman, John Craine, on 01449 676576 or Jerry Voden on 01449 
770334 for more information.

                              

COM M UNITY 
BINGO 
  ALL Cash Prizes 

             Friday 29th JUNE                                   
AT Stowupland Village Hall 

            Doors open at 7.00pm Eyes down at 7.30    

EVERYONE WELCOM E                                      
(Over 18’s only) 
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The Village Hall looked a bit different when members arrived for the April 
meeting - tables were draped with gingham cloths and candles alight in 
wine bottles and a red rose decorating each table. The night was a 
celebration of the Institute’s 79th birthday. Business was kept to a minimum 
before members got down to the pleasant task of eating sourdough 
bread, pate and a choice of four French 
cheeses. This was followed by lemon 
tart with crème fraiche and for those 
with dietary requirements, tropical fruit 
salad. Various fruit drinks were available 
if members hadn’t brought their own 
choice. French songs provided a 
background. After enjoying this delicious 
food, we then had to put on our thinking 
caps when Colleen set a quiz, with a 
French theme.  The winning table of four 
were rewarded with a box of chocolates 
each - very acceptable.

Winners of the competitions were 
announced. 

Flower - 1st Claire, 2nd Brenda, 3rd Sandra. 

France - 1st Sandra, 2nd Fran, 3rd Maureen H.

Birthday posies were given out, with a member having a special birthday 
being given a beautiful bouquet. Thanks were given to Glenda, Mary C. 
And all the other members who contributed in any way to a most enjoyable 
evening.

Outings 
Saturday, August 18th. - Southwold summer theatre - 5.00p.m.performance 
of Ray Cooney’s farce “Funny Money”.

Tickets £13.

Coach fare max. £9. We leave the village at 11.00 a.m. This gives time to 
lunch and enjoy Southwold.

Saturday, July 14th. Great Yarmouth Hippodrome outing cancelled.

For enquiries or to book, please contact Judy Clarke ( 01449 615386)

REPORT
STOWUPLAND W.I.

Photo courtesy of Fran Ridgewell.
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Reduce your Accountancy costs
Call Sarah Place Accountants

Professional efficient Accountants with over 15 years experience
Accounts • Book-keeping • Payroll • Sage

VAT & Tax Returns

01284 747 139

As independent opticians we offer a more
personalised eyecare service that you can trust for

 all the family including:-

Optomap retinal examination
Colorimetry

A wide range of competitively priced frames
and spectacle lenses

Contact lenses
Prescription and non-prescription sunglasses

F. G. BROWN – OPTICIANS
Denmark House, 41 Bury Street,

Stowmarket.
Tel:- 01449 612812/674030

Your sight care is our priority
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 The
����������United
��Reformed

���������Church

NEWS
U.R.C CHAPEL

As I’m writing this, on 7th May, I am marvelling at the beautiful weather we 
have been having. At last some sunshine after all the rain. I’m sure it won’t 
be long before the gardeners and farmers will be crying out for rain again.

The next coffee morning at the Chapel will be held on Friday 29 June 
10am to 12noon. Everyone is welcome at this friendly event. 

Services are held at the URC Chapel each Sunday at 10.30am and you are 
cordially invited to join us in worship. A warm welcome awaits you.

The Speakers for June are as follows:
03 June Stephen Horrex
10 June  Clive Herrod
17 June  Nichola Glasse
24 June  Keith Scarff

Afternoon Fellowship

By the time you get this magazine we will have finished the last meeting of 
this session, we recommence our meeting on Monday 8 October at 2.30pm

Mary Clark

Minister’s Message
Pooling Resources!

Michael was a very dear friend for many years, whose company we valued 
greatly. I first knew the family through his father, who was Moderator to the 
Congregational Churches in Yorkshire, to whom I turned when first sensing 
a call to become a minister. 

I then came across Michael a good many years later when I was appointed 
a minister in the South Leeds Team Ministry. I discovered he was a person 
of many talents, especially the fact that he was an excellent Chef – in fact he 
was employed at Armley Jail responsible for feeding the staff each day. But 
he also put this talent to good use by fund-raising for a choir he was heavily 
involved in. This involved taking over someone’s kitchen and providing a 
meal for their invited guests, who made a contribution towards the work of 
the choir that, in the end, gained an international reputation.

To this end, Jayne and I would be invited round to his home a few weeks 
before one of these events, and he would ‘experiment’ with us so that he 
could test out his menus before taking it ‘on the road’. We didn’t mind being 
guinea pigs as his meals were excellent and of an extremely high standard – 
the only downside was that we had to offer ‘constructive criticism’ so that he 
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could gauge what modifications might be deemed necessary (but he knew 
that I was no Mary Berry ………!!)

After enjoying their gourmet cooking on numerous occasions, we felt it only 
right that we should extend an invitation to come to our home for a meal. I 
was on dessert duty and chose bread and butter pudding – and expressed 
amazement at the transformation that had taken place, courtesy of the 
oven. We clearly couldn’t achieve anywhere near the standards that Michael 
had produced, but what we offered was out of a deep sense of love and 
gratitude for his friendship. Nervously we watched him eat, and somewhat 
relieved that he graciously complimented us on our efforts.

As well as being an excellent cook, Michael was also blessed with a musical 
gift, both playing the piano and composing music. For myself I could strum 
a guitar of sorts and have been known to play a comb wrapped in paper, but 
the one thing that I could offer was to sing – and we were able to combine 
our talents to good effect for the enrichment of ourselves, as well as the 
many audiences we entertained.

When I was invited by a Churches Together Group in Leeds to lead a session 
on ‘Temptation’ for their Lent Study, I wrote a dialogue that began in the 
Garden of Eden, and concluded with a meditation on the Cross where Jesus 
said: ‘My God, My God, why have You abandoned Me?!’ (Matthew 27: 46), 
I eagerly turned to Michael and explained that I wanted music to link the 
various sections and hold it all together – and he didn’t disappoint, offering 
music that complimented the dialogue so that the presentation spoke to 
people at different levels..

It is a timely reminder as we celebrate the gifts of the Holy Spirit to the 
Church, that the Apostle Paul affirms that there are a variety of skills and 
talents, which are distributed in different degrees of ability, but each have 
been given to achieve a purpose in life and to be a blessing. This is what he 
wrote to the Church in Corinth:

‘There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are varieties of 
service, but the same Lord. There are varieties of activity, but in all of them 
and in everyone the same God is active. In each of us the Spirit is seen to 
be at work for some useful purpose. But all these gifts are the activity of 
the one and the same Spirit, distributing them to each individual at will. [1 
Corinthians 12: 4 – 11 (part) REB]

Elsewhere he insists that these gifts are meant to be given equal status – no 
one gift is more important than the other – and that they should be shared 
for the benefit of all. It is only when gifts and talents are pooled that we can 
begin to achieve much in the service of our Lord.

God Bless. Chris
(Rev’d Chris Wood – minister of Stowmarket, Mendlesham. Stowupland and 
Debenham URC’s) Telephone 01449 678173
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Village Events 2018 
 

 

 

If you would like to get involved by volunteering at any of the events 
happening in the village then please contact Claire Pizzey 
parishclerk@stowuplandpc.co.uk 

Date Event Venue 
9 June Summer Fair Freeman Primary School 
22 June Community Quiz Village Hall 7.30pm 
24 June Open Gardens 1 - 6 pm 
29 June Community Bingo Village Hall 7.30pm 
29 July Garage and Yard Sale  
9 September Walkers Cup The Retreat 10 - 4 pm 
22 September Harvest Supper Village Hall 7.00pm 
23 September Harvest festival Holy Trinity Church 9.30am 
28 September Community Bingo Village Hall 7.30pm 
26 October Community Bingo Village Hall 7.30pm 
8 November WW1 Ceremony Stowupland Cemetery  
11 November Remembrance Service Holy Trinity Church 10.50am 
17 November Christmas Fayre Village Hall 10-5pm 
23 November  Community Quiz Village Hall 7.30pm 
7 December  Community “Christmas” 

Bingo 
Village Hall 7.30pm 
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So, if we’re successful in securing the funding we need for printing 
and display material, you should have a flyer in this edition of Telstar 
with some unique numbers on it.  We are planning to launch the 
pre-submission consultation – required by law when preparing a 
Neighbourhood Plan – on Thursday 14th June.  The consultation period 
will be for six weeks, and will end on Thursday 26th July.

The launch will be held at the Village Hall during the afternoon and 
early evening of 14th June, and the policies will be displayed with short 
explanations as to why we think they are important.  Copies of the draft 
Plan will be available too, and members of the NP sub-committee will be 
there to answer your questions.

You may remember the questionnaire from a couple of years ago.  We are 
using a similar online system for you to respond quickly and easily to the 
consultation.  That is why there are some unique numbers on the flyers – 
you will need a *number to complete the consultation response form 
either online, or on paper.  Each policy will be set out, and you will be 
asked if you “agree”, “disagree” (with a comment box for you to tell us 
why or suggest something different), or if you have “no opinion”.  So, it 
will be quick and easy to complete online.  There will be paper copies of 
the response form if you prefer, but it will really help us analyse responses 
if you complete it online.  The Neighbourhood Plan will also be online 
together with our evidence documents.

We can’t stop the development that has already been approved, and we 
may even have the outcome of the planning appeals from the proposals 
next to Thorney Green Road (two applications for 85 and 58 dwellings).  
But our plan will show the areas we are planning for development and the 
areas that we feel important should not be developed.  There are policies 
to protect open spaces and village businesses, services and amenities, 
and a policy to create some new Local Green Space.  We also have 

YOUR PARISH NEEDS YOU!
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN CONSULTATION
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Twenty two gardens including two new entries will open in aid of Holy 
Trinity Church on Sunday June 24th 1-6pm. This is an all-time record. 
There are a range of gardens including Columbine Hall, thatched cottage 
gardens with a Shed of The Year winner, one with rare breed animals and 
the garden of an award winning flower grower. 

It will be £4 a head for adults, under 16’s free, tickets 
available from Holy Trinity Church Hall or at any 
garden. Teas and homemade cakes will be available 
and plants for sale. 

Hope to see you all there. 

RECORD GARDEN OPEN DAY

policies that will guide the new development that we know will come 
along, including requiring local materials and providing landscaping.  
Once the plan is approved it will be part of the local plan and will protect 
the parish from inappropriate development until Mid Suffolk has a new 
plan in place.

We hope you come along on 14th June and see what the plan looks like – 
or look at the plan online or at certain points in the village – and we hope 
you will complete the consultation form to let us know if we have a plan 
(with any alterations coming out of the consultation) we can confidently 
submit to Mid Suffolk for Examination (by an Independent Examiner) and 
then on to a referendum.

We’ve spent three years getting to this point – please help us get the 
plan made by completing the consultation form.  A reminder of the Parish 
Council website: www.stowupland.com then go to the Neighbourhood 
Plan tab along the top.

Finally, a big thank you from me to all the members of the 
Neighbourhood Planning Sub-Committee who have helped get us this far 
– and a big thank you from us all to you for participating in our previous 
questionnaires and consultations, and our hope that you will complete 
this consultation response form. 

Jackie Ward (Chair, Stowupland Neighbourhood Plan Sub-committee)

* If you don’t get a flyer, lose your number, or if you need more numbers 
please contact the Parish Clerk, Claire Pizzey. 
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Open Thurs, Fri, sat 10-4pm we 
stock a wide variety of trees, 
shrubs and herbaceous plants 
at reasonable prices.  We also 
offer a garden consultation 
and garden design service.
At The Stackyard, Old Station 
Road, Mendlesham, IP14 5RS. 
Tel 07732 783572

Blossoms
Garden 
Plants

Acorn 
Kennels

Jodi Palmer

Acorns

Wash Lane

Mendlesham

 Stowmarket

Suffolk

IP14 5TD

Opening Hours

Mon – Sat

9.00am to 12.00pm

Visitors welcome other times

by Appointment

Fully Licensed and Insured

Tel:

01449 767160

07754 851789

For friendly

personal care

Lothlorien, Church Road, 
Stowupland, Stowmarket, 

Suffolk. IP14 4BH

01449  678213

C.M. 
Hayward

Electrical Services

Bespoke Framing Service

Greeting Cards & Photo Frames
X-Stitches Stretched & Framed

Fast & Reliable Service

www.EasternFrames.co.uk

Red House Farm,
Station Road

Haughley.
Tel. 01449 675897
Monday – Friday
9.00am – 5.00pm

 Saturday 
9.00am – 12noon
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There is a vacancy for a councillor on Stowupland Parish council.

The Parish Council is a body of 11 eligible volunteer Councillors with 
a Chairman and Vice Chairman.  The whole Council is subject to an 
election every 4 years (last being May 2015, so the next will be May 
2019).

The Parish Council obtains its funding from the local element of 
residents’ council tax.  The Council is a body and is distinct from its 
members (either as individuals or collectively) and its acts, assets and 
liabilities are its own and not those of its members.

Councillors are volunteers and as such receive no payment. They 
give their time freely to attend meetings. There are 12 scheduled 
full council meetings which are held on the second Thursday of each 
month commencing at 7.30 pm.  Besides the full Council meetings 
there are committee or working group meetings. There is one annual 
meeting called the Annual Parish Meeting, this is not a parish council 
meeting but a public meeting for parishioners. 

The Parish Council is responsible for the Village Green, the cemetery, 
maintenance of the Churchyard, play park, seats, notice boards, street 
lighting, litter picking, bus shelters, litter bins, etc.  Responsibility 
for other items such as footpaths, roads etc. lies with the District or 
County Council.

The Parish Council has input into matters which affect the village such 
as planning applications and public consultations.

The Parish Council is non-political. It is solely involved in issues, items 
and developments for the village’s benefit and assistance.

All decisions are decided by vote. Each Councillor has one vote with 
the Chairman of the Council having one vote, but also one casting 
vote, if needed. If you are interested in becoming a councillor or 
would like more information, please contact the clerk. 

parishclerk@stowuplandpc.co.uk

VACANCY
STOWUPLAND PARISH COUNCIL
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Andrew Bingham
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICE

Stowmarkets Independent Family Funeral Service

24 Hour Personal Service • Private Chapel of Rest • FREE Parking

www.andrewbingham.co.uk
Telephone: 01449 771666

The Nutshell, Milton Road South, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1EZ

FAST TEST  
STOWMARKET 

MOT~SERVICING~AIR-CON  

Fast Test can  
service all makes and models of cars 

and light  
commercial vans, as well as welding  

repairs, computer  
diagnostics and  

Air-Con re-gassing. 
Fast Test can also offer a lift home 

or to work in the surrounding  
Stowmarket area or a courtesy  

vehicle 

Contact: Adam  
Bennett 

Tel: 01449 770902 
 

Address:  
Unit 12 

Tomo Business Park 
Tomo Road  

Stowmarket, Suffolk, 
IP14 5EP 

FAST TEST  
STOWMARKET 
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and light  
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FAST TEST  
STOWMARKET 

MOT~SERVICING~AIR-CON  

Fast Test can  
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and light  
commercial vans, as well as welding  

repairs, computer  
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Fast Test can also offer a lift home 

or to work in the surrounding  
Stowmarket area or a courtesy  

vehicle 

Contact: Adam  
Bennett 

Tel: 01449 770902 
 

Address:  
Unit 12 

Tomo Business Park 
Tomo Road  

Stowmarket, Suffolk, 
IP14 5EP 

Contact: Adam Bennett
Tel: 01449 770902

Address:
Unit 4, Tomo Business Park,

Tomo Road, Stowmarket,
Suffolk, IP14 5EP

Fast Test can service all makes 
and models of cars and light 

commercial vans, as well as welding
repairs, computer diagnostics

and Air-Con re-gassing.
Fast Test can also offer a lift home

or to work in the surrounding
Stowmarket area or a courtesy vehicle.
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FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE JOHN PEEL CENTRE 
 

The John Peel Centre for Creative Arts, a Community Interest Company, is situated 
in the middle of Stowmarket adjacent to the church and 5 minutes walk from the train 
station.  Set in a wonderfully converted Victorian corn exchange, it offers a full and 
varied programme of events with something for everybody including poetry, comedy, 
theatre and of course music.   
 
The aim of the Centre, predominantly run by volunteers, is to include and encourage 
emerging less well known acts as well as hosting established artists.  With great 
acoustics and an intimate stage it has become a popular venue for acts nationwide.  
The building is also available for private hires including a fully stocked Adnams 
licensed bar. 
 
 For those who haven’t been, visit the website wwwjohnpeelcentre.com for more 
information.  Meanwhile, if music is your thing, why not drop in for an ‘emerge’ night, 
tickets only £3. 
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              COLNE ROOFING
 

 

 

      References upon request 

Jon Johnson

Specialising in:

  Contact details:
  07917 548441                     
  colneroofing@gmail.com

- New roofs 
- Re-roofing 
- Repairs 
- Lead work 
- Gutter maintenance
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At long last the summer time league bowling programme is underway 
and we at ELMSWELL BOWLS CLUB are looking forward to an 
enjoyable and fruitful season.  The green is in good shape and bowling 
well.

We begin our results news with just two league matches played in 
April:
- Stowmarket & District Tuesday afternoon League.  
24th v Needham Market “B”  Lost 24 - 46

Stowmarket & District Triples League. 
25th v Walsham le Willows  Won 89 - 39

We held two drives during May and the next dates are 14th and 28th 
July with the final one on 11th August and all begin at 2pm.  Visitors are 
very welcome to come and watch and refreshments will be available.

ELMSWELL BOWLS CLUB

Stowupland Falcons football club are going from strength to strength 
from the Saturday morning club to Adults. Unfortunately the weather 
has been very harsh this season especially from the turn of the year with 
many games being postponed.

The Adults A side has withdrawn from the league due to unavailability 
and injuries but this has made the first team and reserves much stronger. 
Our youth sides played both Saturday and Sunday morning this season 
due to the number of boys wanting to play.

May saw our U14’s and U16’s play in finals with our U14 yellows winning 
3-2 after extra time.

The 5- a-side weekend will be held 2nd and 3rd June, with age groups 
ranging from 7 to 16 boys and girls. There is not only football being 
played; there will be a barbeque, cakes and refreshments available. 
Please feel free to come along and support the day.

Mark Dye
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John Bull 
Motors Ltd

Petrol and Diesel 
MOT testing

Servicing and repairs

Unit 7B Charles Ind. Estate
Stowmarket

Phone: 01449 774150

Fax: 01449 675898

Email:
Johnbullmotors@btconnect.com

Including perms,
colouring, tints, highlights,

cuts, blowdrys, etc.

Only the best products from
GOLDWELL are used.

Also offering a waxing
service at competitive prices

Phone GILLIAN
for your appointment now

on 01449 678162
or 07795 087670

18 Jubilee Crescent, Stowupland

Unisex Salon
For all Salon Services

Windows, MS Office,
E-mail, Internet, Graphics,

Broadband.
Solutions resolved in

your own home
One to One tuition.

Phone Shelli of MPM on
07733 262116

Let a local company in
Stowupland support you.

 

Fed up of running around 
after your car? 

 

Why not give us the inconvenience 
– it’s part of our service 

 

WE COLLECT & DELIVER 
 

Servicing, Welding, 
MOTs arranged 

Air-conditioning recharged 
General Repairs – 

shocks, clutches, brakes etc 
All work guaranteed 

 

 
                                              Est 1990 

Contact: Shane 
Tel: 01449 771102 or 07802 545737 

 

Personal Service at 
Competitive Rates! 
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Gipping
  Press

DESIGN | PRINT | PROMOTION

Tel: 01449 721599 
Email: enquiries@gippingpress.co.uk 

www.gippingpress.co.uk 
Units 1&2 Lion Barn Industrial Estate,  

Needham Market, Ipswich, Suffolk IP6 8NZ

Gipping Press are proud to 
print this publication.
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Over 20 years industry experience 

 Full or part re-wires 
 Consumer unit upgrades 
 Internal/external sockets & lights 
 Under floor heating systems 
 Recessed lights 
 Home cinema systems 
 Multi room audio systems 
 CCTV (including remote viewing on smart phones)
 Automated gates 
 Full public liability insurance 

For a free no obligation quotation, please 
contact us 

Tel: 01449 614020 
Mobile: 07909 524552 

Email: richard@rhsecurityandelectrical.co.uk 
Web: www.rhsecurityandelectrical.co.uk 
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Baby Massage Classes at Stowupland 
village hall starting Friday 8th June 2018 
from 1.30pm-2.30pm. 

Improve your baby’s wellbeing and enjoy 
that special bonding time with your baby.  

Classes will be relaxed, fun and 
informative. Tea/coffee and biscuits 
included. 
             Limited spaces, book now.  
       Enquiries or to book your space  

 Email   zen.lavenderladies@gmail.com 

Call/Text    Melissa  07786152194 
Tina  07807676862 
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JUNE REPORT
STOWUPLAND CRICKET CLUB

Again I start this month’s report with 
the news of the recent poor weather 
affecting the start of the cricket season. 
From all seven games that were due 
to take place in April only two were 
actually played. Despite all the hard 
work put in by Jon Wray and his team 
prior to the start of the season the weather had the final say, with 
the wicket being in fantastic condition for this time of year, however 
the outfield was just too soft to play.

Prior to our season starting we had a curry night; over 40 players, 
family and supporters came along and enjoyed a curry at the social 
club. (Thanks to the Cinnamon Tree in Stowmarket for the excellent 
curry and service) We also had a small raffle with proceeds divided 
between the cricket club and the social club. Thanks to all who came 
along and made it an excellent evening. 

The Saturday team were due to start their season away at Kelvedon 
on the 14th April but all matches across the championship were 
suspended by the league management committee. The fixture 
has now been put back to the end of the season and is due to be 
played on 15th September.  That meant our first match was away at 
Harwich, with the pitch located just 500 yards from the sea front, the 
wind off the sea made for a very cold first game. Unfortunately the 
result didn’t go our way either with a disappointing 115 run loss to 
the home side. Despite having five weeks of indoor practice, at times 
throughout the match we did not play our best cricket and the home 
side progressively took control of the match as it went on. Next was 
Worlington at home, unfortunately this match was cancelled due to 
the weather before play was started.  

Our first two matches of the Sunday league for the 1st XI were 
scheduled to be played away at Battisford and at home to Woolpit 
the following week.  Sadly not much to report for the Sunday first 
team as both of their opening matches were cancelled. Next match 
for them is an away fixture at Bury St Edmunds, another tough game 
awaits. 
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The Sunday 2nd XI started off their season with a narrow defeat, 
losing by just 18 runs to Battisford 2nd XI. Stowupland won the 
toss and chose to bowl first. An excellent bowling attack restricted 
Battisford to 166 all out with a stand out performance coming from 
Jake Taylor finishing with bowling figures of 4-29. With a slow start 
to the run chase Stowupland lost wickets frequently and began to 
lose control of the game. It Was Jake Taylor again that almost got 
Stowupland over the line with a quick 39 at the back end of the 
inning but sadly Stowupland came up just short. A special mention 
must go to 16 year old Lewis Chapman who made his debut for 
Stowupland. Lewis had been part of the youth set up in recent 
seasons and had been pushing for a place in the 2nd team. He made 
an impressive start to his cricket career picking up his fist wicket for 
the club. 

Friday 15th June, will see the start of the Stowupland 6ixers nights. 
Following this there are three other evenings planned for June and 
July. The 6ixers evenings have been a great success over the past 
two years raising vital funds for the club. The evenings are organised 
to get people playing cricket, anyone can enter a team and all ages 
are welcome. Please see the poster in this magazine for details; 
everyone is welcome regardless of cricketing experience. Following 
the evening of cricket we will have a BBQ and a beer to complete 
our night. 

On Monday 30th April sadly we suffered from some mindless 
vandalism at the club, thankfully in recent times this has been few 
and far between. The green practice net was damaged in various 
places and was then pushed into the ditch next to the cricket field; 
hopefully this will be a one off.

Answer to last month quiz; “Cow Corner”, well done to those who 
got it.

Quiz Question for the Month

Where is commonly known as the home of cricket? 

Answer next month!

Scott Gregory 
07538 009376
Stowupland Cricket Club



51

 

Stowupland  
6ixer’s Nights 

 
Cricket Bar BBQ  

What Friday Nights are for! 
 

Join us for all or any of the dates 
 

To book your team  
https://goo.gl/forms/znpOKNHErG8Q3PAI2 

or email 
stowuplandcc@gmail.com 

 
Church Rd, Stowupland, IP14 4BG  

behind Stowupland Village Hall 
 
  

6 a side 

──── 

No cricket 
experience 
necessary 

──── 

Each game lasts 
30 minutes 

──── 

Each team to 
have a minimum 

of 3 adults 

──── 

£2 per player per 
night 

Starts at 6.30pm 

Friday 15th June 

Friday 22nd June 

Friday 6th July 

Friday 20th July 

www.stowuplandcricketclub.co.uk 
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STOWUPLAND SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 
FAMILY DAY AND RE-LAUNCH  

 
SATURDAY 23 JUNE 

 
2.00PM – LATE 

 
 BBQ 
 CHILDRENS ACTIVITIES 
 FREE MEMBERSHIP OFFER FOR 3 MONTHS 
 HAVE A DRINK IN THE BAR & LOUNGE 
 TEA & CAKES 

 
COME ALONG AND SEE WHAT HAS CHANGED 

AND WHAT IS PLANNED FOR THE FUTURE 
 

SEE YOU THERE! 
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