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Chairman’s Column
Keith Welham, Stowupland Parish Council

May 2017
By the time you read this, we will have held our Annual 
Parish Meeting and Bake Off.  The Annual General 

Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 11 May at 7.30 
in the URC chapel hall.  It is at this meeting that the Chairman and Vice 
Chairman of the council will be elected to serve for the next 12 months- 
so this could be the last column that I write as your chairman.  I believe 
that I have been chair or vice chair for the majority of the last 13 years so 
perhaps now is a good time for a change.
During May we have a number of events organised by the community 
events group - chocolate bingo, pub-style quiz, bingo evening and table 
top sale.  Details are set out in the Diary Pages of this copy of Telstar.  
Please support these events.  We are still looking for volunteers to help 
with our regular community events and with the Three Peaks Challenge 
on 25 June and the Walker Cup on 10 September.
There is no news on when the various planning applications for 
housing developments will be considered by committee.  Details of the 
development on the land between Church Road and Gipping Road may 
well be submitted very soon so please keep an eye out and view the 
detailed drawing either on the Mid Suffolk website or at the Needham 
office.  You have an opportunity to comment on the details.  In due 
course the application will be considered by the Parish Council Planning 
Committee and by MSDC.
I’m sure that you are pleased that Tim Gaddis will continue as the 
council’s mowing contractor for a further three years.  Not only will 
he be mowing The Green, he will also be responsible for mowing the 
churchyard, cemetery and Play Park.  The Council has been undertaking 
quite a lot of work in the cemetery including tree surgery, cutting back 
overgrown laurel bushes and a general clean-up of fallen branches.  We 
plan to remove the tipped soil and huge mound of vegetation in the 
near future and we hope to extend the concrete access and provide a 
turning head and fenced off area for the skip.  In future, all excavated 
soil should be placed in the skip so that there is no need for heaps of 
soil and vegetation in the future.  The names on the war memorial are to 
be repainted, the benches refurbished and a path provided to link the 
concrete access to the war memorial.
Council members have also agreed a programme of works to trees and 
ditches on The Green.  Two of the trees near Columbyne Close were cut 
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back in March and trees alongside the ditch in front of Birch Close are 
next in line.  We will also be organising a clean-up of the pond by The 
Retreat and we will be seeking volunteers to help.
Claire Pizzey and Sally Reeves are continuing with grant applications 
for the project to upgrade the Play Park.  The Parish Council agreed at 
their April meeting to put £14,500 towards the project.  There is still a 
way to go with an aim for completion of the work in late summer or early 
autumn.
Unfortunately the meeting with SCC regarding the Safer Route to School 
did not take place and the council is waiting for a new date to be offered.  
This is unlikely to be for a while due to the County Council elections and 
a settling in period afterwards.  Parish Council will continue to press for 
the scheme to be continued through to the Freeman School and for a 
gravel surface to the track as it crosses The Green, both of which have 
been deleted from the scheme against the wishes of the Parish Council.
We are always pleased to see residents at Parish Council meetings.  
All meetings of the council and its committees and sub-committees 
are open for residents to attend and you will be given an opportunity 
to speak on any topic relevant to council business.  Dates, times and 
venues are given in the Diary Pages.
Keith Welham,
(Chairman Stowupland Parish Council.)

C L U B  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

Book Group:  Patricia Hodgkins 01449 672127 

Baby and Toddler Group:  Dawn Lovitt 07766 661396 
Bowls Club:  Susan Boorman 01449 614673 
Dance Club:  May & Paul Durham  01449 672601

Local History Group:  Marion Harris 01449 770895

Short Mat Bowls:  Pam Fayers  01449 770080 

 John Mollett  01449 775369

Sports & Social Club: Shaun Langford 07934 194486

W. I. Judy Clarke 01449 615386

Community Events Keith Welham 01449 673185

Mobile Library: 07721 879855

Country & Western:  Pat Murphy  01449 677405

Telstar is also available as a link on the Parish Council website:

www.stowupland.com
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The Council year ends with the 2017 AGM on 22 May.  The 
last 12 months has been a period of change within Mid Suffolk, in Europe and 
in America.  Who would have predicted Brexit and Trump?  Like it or not, Brexit 
and decisions being made by the Trump administration will affect us all for 
many years to come.  Decisions made locally are having and will continue to 
have more direct impact upon residents of Mid Suffolk.
Devolution of power from Westminster to a combined Suffolk and Norfolk 
Authority was very much on the cards but some Norfolk councils found the 
terms of the offer unacceptable and, with no compromise possible, the offer 
was withdrawn.
Nick Gowlrey became Leader of the Conservative administration at Mid Suffolk 
in May 2016.  Charlie Adan resigned as Chief Executive of Mid Suffolk and 
Babergh councils and has been replaced by Arthur Charvonia.  Staff of the 
two councils will be moving to Endeavour House in Ipswich around September 
2017 where they will take over part of Suffolk County Council’s headquarters 
building.  The Needham Market offices will be closed and a ‘call in centre’ will 
open in Ipswich Street, Stowmarket.  A complete overhaul of IT and telephone 
systems will be completed in time for the move.  The promise is of a clear 
website that is simple to use for people to do a range of transactions on-line, 
such as pay council tax, claim benefits or order a brown bin.  A single phone 
number will reach the council with callers then directed to the correct team.  
A fundamental change to the way MSDC makes decisions will come in from 
May 2017 with the setting up of a cabinet system of governance.   Instead 
of key decisions being debated in Executive Committee meetings where 
representatives of all political parties are permitted to take part in a public 
debate, decisions will be made by cabinet or even by a single cabinet member.
In Stowupland, the deeply felt disappointment at the decision by the Planning 
Inspector to allow 175 houses to be built on land owned by the Carter and 
Bloom families has been followed by four further applications for housing 
developments.  No decisions have been taken on any of these yet and I have 
asked that, rather than they be dealt with piecemeal, they be considered by the 
planning referrals committee at one meeting following a visit to Stowupland.  
I understand Bloor Homes have purchased the Carter/Bloom land and are 
preparing plans for submission to the planning offices for consideration of 
details of the development.
There has been a review of sheltered housing, as homes in some schemes 
were hard to let.  In Mid Suffolk there are 391 sheltered properties in 23 
schemes.    145 out of 675 residents across Babergh and Mid Suffolk have 
signed a waiver saying they do not want or need a visit.  15 schemes across 
Mid Suffolk and Babergh will be de-sheltered, including the bungalows at 
Jubilee Court.  However, no tenants will be required to move if they do not 

Annual Report 2016/2017 by 
Keith Welham, MSDC Councillor 

for Stowupland ward.
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wish to do so and those who wish to may continue to receive support and/or 
an emergency alarm.
14 new council homes are now completed and in the hands of the occupiers 
and 23 houses have been purchased in Mid Suffolk to help address the loss of 
council homes through the right to buy scheme.  The income gained from the 
Solar PV panels installed on council properties is up 70% on last year and the 
project has reduced CO2 emissions by 3.7 million tonnes since 2014.
Mid Suffolk and Babergh District Councils plan to borrow £50m at low interest 
rate then use an incorporated structure to invest in commercial property.  A 
motion by the Green party that 50% of this investment by Mid Suffolk District 
Council should be in the District was rejected as too risky.  
An enterprise park has been established in Stowmarket, which could attract 
several new businesses and up to 1000 new jobs.  A number of initiatives 
are making good progress to encourage businesses in the area – Open for 
Business and Food Enterprise Zones as well as projects encouraging schools 
and businesses to work together to engage young people.
The Council has set a balanced budget for the next year and there is to be a 
1.6% increase in council tax (5p per week for a Band D property).
Over £300,000 in grants has been awarded to community groups across the 
district and represents about 12% of the total cost of the projects involved.  
20 tonnes of glass is being collected for recycling each month in Mid Suffolk 
and there is a 6.5% increase in the business waste service.
A review of the wards across Mid Suffolk District Council is being carried out 
by the Local Government Boundary Commission for England.  This has been 
triggered by so-called “electoral inequality” – in this case because 11 out of 
the 30 wards have a variance (in electors) of over 10%.   (The ward of North 
Stowmarket has increased in size by more than 30% since the last review, in 
2001). The review determines total number of councillors, number of wards, 
boundaries of each ward, number of councillors in each ward and the name of 
each ward.  There will be public consultation on the proposals later in 2017.

Keith Welham
District Councillor for Stowupland ward
Keith.Welham@midsuffolk.gov.uk                     

                   Coffee Morning  

             At Stowupland URC Chapel  

 Friday 26th  MAY  2017 10am-12noon             

Coffee/ Tea and Cakes     
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Parish Council Report
April 2017

A busy meeting opened with 11 members of the public 
including the Chair of the Creeting St Peter Parish Council 
joining the Councillors at the April meeting.

County Council Report: Cllr Green advised that because 
of the forthcoming County Council elections there was no activity from SCC to 
report; however he was able to advise that he had managed to spend all of his 
locality budget for the last year with his final donation being made towards the 
Stowupland Play Park grant appeal.  The Chairman reported that the meetings 
called by the Parish Council with SCC have either been cancelled by a member 
of SCC or they were refusing to attend as they felt that there was no road safety 
issue in Stowupland.  Cllr Green promised to chase the people involved.  Before 
leaving he advised that it had been an honour to be Stowupland’s County 
Councillor.

District Council Report: Councillor Welham’s report had been circulated and 
can be read in full elsewhere in this edition of Telstar.

Matters of Report: The Clerk reported that PC Henriksen had contacted her 
after reading about the problems of verbal abuse that residents had been 
receiving from some parents when they were asked to move their vehicles.  He 
advised that if the police were called the parents would have left before he was 
able to respond, however, in the event of someone being abused, he suggested 
that they take note of the registration number and note their description and he 
would look to follow up if appropriate.

The Clerk advised that Cllr Reeves had obtained information indicating that 
SCC had taken over responsibility for the future maintenance of the footbridge 
by Freeman School and the school are to be informed of this at the start of the 
new term.  Councillor Reeves has also offered to contact Cllr Green about the 
purchase of horse signage.

The Clerk also reported that she and Cllr Welham had attended a site meeting 
with the planning enforcement officer, contractor for the new development in 
Grays Close and residents regarding the state of the track, but repairs had been 
carried out the previous day.

The Clerk has still received no response from SCC following the reporting of the 
subsidence in Highfield Road. 

The handyman has reinstated the post in front of the butchers’ shop and the fish 
shop owner has carried out some good work on the posts outside his shop.  

Cllr Jennings has yet to receive any more updates from Francesca Clarke in 
respect of their earlier meeting regarding the reinstatement of footpaths.   The 
Clerk has not had time as yet to carry out any work investigating signage and 
bylaws.
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The Chairman reported that the ongoing saga with Morrison’s and their promised 
repairs to The Green is still ongoing.  They have told him that the new sign had 
been delivered to their depot and signed for by an unknown person.  They have 
said that they will replace the sign, carry out other remedial works and provide 
topsoil.  As nothing has yet materialised, the Chairman has written to their head 
office but has yet to receive a response.  

He has also tracked down the owner of the commercial vehicle that has been 
parking on the edge of The Green and will follow this up with the company 
concerned.  

The drainage work that needed to be done in front of the butchers’ 
shop was able to be completed without encroaching onto the Green.                                                                                                                     
The Chairman advised that he would have some scale drawings of the cemetery 
turnaround area ready for the next meeting.  Cllr Pring voiced concerns about 
the close proximity of the latest graves to the driveway and this will be checked.           

Parish Council Vacancy: Laura Johnson had expressed an interest in joining 
the Council and was unanimously voted onto the Parish Council.  

Public Forum: A resident reported concern about the speed of the traffic driving 
through Reeds Way and feels that something needs to be done before someone 
is hurt.  This was referred to the Transport, Traffic and Safety Committee.  
Another resident felt that for pedestrian safety, the footpath opposite the 
Freeman School needs to be fenced off to prevent cars from being parked 
across it.  He was advised that the footpath was on private land owned by 
Mr Porch who was currently awaiting a response to his planning application 
that could affect this particular piece of land, however, Councillor Jennings is 
following this up.  Another resident voiced the consensus that parking was a 
problem throughout the village and maybe all transgressors should be pursued.

Mill Lane Development: Paul Knowles from the development company 
Building Partnerships gave an illustrated presentation on the new proposed 
commercial development in Mill Lane to be known as phase 2, Stowmarket 
East.  This is an area of land of some 55 acres that runs alongside the A14 and 
the A1120 just short of the roundabout leading towards Tesco’s.   He advised 
that they had carried out a consultation with Cedars Park residents for their 
preferred options and were looking to include a public house with restaurant, 
drive thru’s, some offices and a large percentage of warehousing and industrial 
units with a footpath linking the site over the A1120 into Cedars Park.  The 
units would amount to an area of 50,215 square metres and should generate 
786 full time equivalent jobs.  The height of the buildings on the edge of the 
development would not exceed 6.5m to the eaves rising to 8m further into 
the site.  A new junction would be made into the site between the A14 and 
Tesco’s roundabouts but later on there would be a main entrance coming off 
a roundabout in the phase 1 area.  He advised that they expected to submit 
their planning application within the next month.  It was queried why Creeting 
St Peter’s residents had not been included alongside Cedars Park resident’s 
consultation and he reported it was because they were the closest.  However, 
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he advised that anyone still had the chance to give their views and the form for 
doing this is available on their website www.stowmarketeast.com/.   It was also 
queried why this presentation was being held in Stowupland and not Creeting 
St Peter and he advised that this was set up by MSDC.  Asked how long he 
thought before building work would commence, he said that he felt that it was 
likely to start early next year with the industrial buildings being erected around 
the 2019/2020 timeframe.  They would take time as the units will not be prebuilt 
for customers; instead the customers will require their units to be built to their 
specific requirements so all will be different sizes and designs.

Sub-Committee Reports:

Allotments – recommendations were made suggesting that the handyman 
be asked to strim the weeds off vacant allotments, to look at allowing existing 
plot holders to take over vacant plots for a limited period and to arrange for the 
rubbish in an adjoining ditch to be cleared. These were all agreed.

Cemetery and Churchyard – the Clerk advised that the overhanging branch 
from a tree on Village Hall land had been removed.  Recommendations from 
the sub-committee included that a tree survey be carried out in the churchyard; 
this was rejected as it only involved 2 significant trees. The remaining 
recommendations that a child’s memorial is repaired, that the handyman should 
quote for sanding and varnishing the cemetery benches, repair the lettering to 
the war memorial and a further quote sought to clear the area at the end of the 
concrete path were all agreed.

Community Events – it was reported that the March bingo went well and that 
further bingo evenings were planned for April and May including a children’s 
bingo also in May along with the community quiz and a table top sale.

Emergency Planning Group – a meeting is to be arranged between members 
of the group to take forward plans and to review what is stored in the Village Hall 
in the case of an emergency and to ensure that the batteries are fully charged.

Environment – a report was agreed for works to be carried out on The Green 
by spring of next year.  It was felt that a number of things could be done by the 
handyman but quotes would be required for larger projects.  The owner of The 
Retreat will be asked to reinstate the posts leading into the car park. Soil will 
also be put back on the edges of the access to Grays Close and the residents 
will carry out agreed works to the beginning of the track.

Finance and Policy – the recommendations to write an internet banking policy, 
to provide funds to purchase a gift for Mr Wray for completing the annual audit, 
to release funds for the grant commitment for the Play Park were all agreed 
but the deed of grant document was returned to the sub-committee for further 
amendments.

Planning – the proposed planning protocol for Parish Councillors on planning 
issues was referred back to the sub-committee for further work.

Play Park – Cllr Reeves advised that the Co-Op had included the Play Park in 
their token scheme but she has had no response from either Tesco or Asda as 
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yet. The grant applications are moving slowly but she now has some posters 
ready for display on notice boards.

Transport, Traffic and Safety – Cllr Reeves reported that she was very 
disappointed to have received no new volunteers following last month’s request 
for new speedwatch members.  As there are currently only 3 members remaining 
and each speedwatch requires 3 people, this is stretching their resources, so 
unless other residents are prepared to join the group, then it will have to fold 
leaving the village open to more speeding motorists.

Councillors Reports: Cllr Pring voiced concerns about the stump by the pond 
next to The Retreat, He is also concerned about the reluctance of the residents 
to engage with events and changes proposed to the village and wondered 
if there was a communication problem between the Parish Council and the 
residents.  A meeting is to be arranged to look at all aspects of this.
Cllr Voden has received a number of complaints from parents about the state of 
the track to the rear of Trinity Walk as it can become very muddy in wet weather.  
As the High School would not take up the suggestion from SCC to divert the 
footpath onto their land there is nothing the Parish Council can do.  However, 
with the new development of housing proposed for the adjoining land, there 
may be room to discuss the need to develop this footpath further with money 
provided by this development.

Chairman’s Report: The Chairman reported that he had been contacted 
by a resident concerned about a dead elm and overhanging holly tree in the 
hedgerow bordering the B1115.  This is to be referred to the tenant of the field. 
He had also been advised about damage to the footpath made by an excavator 
in Thorney Green Road but on inspection he felt that the footpath was still 
suitable for walkers.

Clerk’s Report: The Clerk reminded members of the forthcoming Annual Parish 
meeting on 25th April and hoped that they would all be contributing cakes for 
the Bake Off.

Correspondence: Amongst the correspondence received was a request for a 
donation for the Stowupland Pre-School; this was referred to Finance and Policy.  
Correspondence from UK Power Networks asked for permission to cross land 
to provide a service to the new property in Grays Close; further clarification is to 
be sought as to whether this is an overhead or underground line as the original 
letter is not clear. Jo Churchill MP has written to advise on the forthcoming Great 
Get Together on 17th and 18th June in memory of the late Jo Cox. A resident 
has voiced concerns about a car that is being used to sleep in at the end of Mill 
Street and has been seen driving through the village without an MOT.  This is a 
matter for the police and also Environmental Health will be informed about the 
amount of litter around the car.  It was agreed to give permission for members of 
the URC to park on the Green on 7th May.  The request from Orwell Housing to 
place an advertising banner on The Green opposite the Garage was refused.

The meeting closed to the public at 10.07pm.
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STOWUPLAND THREE PEAKS CHALLENGE 

 
SUNDAY 25 JUNE 

Join us in a walk (or run) around Stowupland taking in 
the three highest peaks in the village. 

Can you run the full course in under and hour?   

Or enjoy a gentle ramble along quiet roads and 
footpaths.  Tackle 1, 2 or 3 of the peaks. Maps 
provided. 

Start and finish at The Retreat – any time between 
10.00 and 4.00. 

Certificates for all finishers. 

All we ask is for a voluntary donation of £2. 

Proceeds in aid of a local charity. 
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Are You In Pain?  Chiropractic may 
help with many problems including 
lower back pain, neck pain and related 
headaches as well as arm and leg pain     

STOWMARKET CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH CLINIC

Michael T E Bailey
Doctor of Chiropractic

Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

7 Stowupland Rd, Stowmarket. IP14 5AG
Tel/Fax 01449 612620

www.michaelbailey.net

D. Woolnough
Property Maintenance

For all your building requirements
from minor works to extensions 

and alterations

For a friendly, reliable service 
please call Dan on

01449 677564 or 07812 753099

Graduated with The Chartered 
Institute of Building in 2002 and

proud to have over 20 years 
experience in the construction industry

To Advertise in the Telstar 
magazine please contact

Claire Pizzey

01449 677005

Email:  
adverts.telstar@hotmail.co.uk
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April and May are exciting months; the woods fill with flowers, trees and shrubs 
are adorned with blossom and new leaf growth. Early butterflies are on the 
wing along with queen bees and wasps searching for a suitable nest site. Our 
summer visitors are arriving from far away. Normally the Chiffchaff is first to be 
heard and the Blackcap and Willow Warbler stake their territory with vibrant 
song. Look out for the first Swallows and Martins and the Cuckoo will be 
calling for a mate, a sure sign of early summer. I visited Minsmere in early April 
and observed a Dabchick catching Sticklebacks; the Dabchick would beat 
the Stickleback until it was dead and swallow it head first so no spines would 
catch on the way down. The Black Tailed Godwits were moulting into their 
breeding plumage, a rusty brown, and when complete look magnificent. I also 
spotted a female Black Redstart near the coastguard cottages at Dunwich. The 
highlight of the day was to photograph an Adder swimming. I have never seen 
this before and I mentioned it to the staff at reception and they used the photo 
under recent sightings blog.

I had a wonderful day out with a professional photographer friend recently. 
We started out before sunrise and as the sun came up we patiently waited for 
the Waxwings to leave their roost and feed, after a short wait they arrived and 
started to feed on cotoneaster berries.If you can call a bird handsome, smart 
and well-dressed, then Waxwings tick all the boxes. Our next stop was Shingle 
Street to photograph Hares chasing and boxing. The light was good so we 
managed some decent shots. Next stop was Sizewell to photograph Kittiwake 
and various Gulls static and in flight. The breeze had picked up so it was a 
good opportunity to get some photos of gulls in flight. Our next destination 
was Dunwich to track down Dartford Warblers; at times these birds can be 
elusive but if you listen for their call note and song and wait they will eventually 
appear. On our visit we were lucky and photographed several singing males on 
heather and gorse. It was now late afternoon and we stumbled across a herd 
of Red Deer and spent the rest of the day photographing them as the sun went 
down.

The Ospreys have returned to Manton Bay at Rutland and are sitting on eggs 
as I write. I hope all goes well for them this year; if you get the chance it is 
worth a visit to see these iconic birds.

I mentioned last month about looking out for frogspawn. Well to my surprise 
I have some in my garden pond; it seems later than usual but fingers crossed 
tadpoles will soon be swimming around.

Countryside Rambler       
Brian Ward
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S T OW U P L A N D
LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP

Marion Harris – Tel. 01449 770895 
or email: marion@astronomer.plus.com

April Meeting
It was a great pleasure to welcome Liz and Peter Davidson and a number of 
visitors, some of whom spent their early years in Barnardo’s care.   Peter’s 
researches began with the school records of Wickham Skeith, where he lives.   
Of a class of 19, eight children were labelled ‘home child’ and Peter was 
aware that there were still people in the village with a Barnardo’s background.

Thomas Barnardo was born in Dublin and started medical studies, with the 
hope of becoming a missionary to China.  He did not complete them or 
achieve that ambition, but adopted the title ‘Doctor’.  Teaching at a ‘ragged 
school’ in London’s East End opened his eyes to the appalling conditions 
there and to the number of children who were homeless.  After public 
appeals he was able to set up a home for boys in Stepney.   He publicised 
his work and opened more homes but it became clear that he could not 
afford to continue to do so and he began to think of fostering children in rural 
communities.

Families were paid five shillings per week for each child fostered and the 
children were to be cared for as part of the family.   Between 1890 and 1930, 
groups of children were sent from their foster homes to Canada.  They did not 
all fare well.  The girls were trained for domestic work, while the boys were 
often sent to isolated farms and treated as slave labour.  10% of Canadians 
are descended from these children.

Most of those who came into Barnardo’s care did so because their mothers 
had died in childbirth.  Risks associated with that declined steeply after about 
1930 and the 1948 Children Act made it the duty of local authorities to care for 
any child without parental support.  However Barnardo’s today continues to 
help vulnerable children in many ways.

Visits to Older Properties
Do you live in one of the many older properties in the village?  If so, might 
it be possible for a small group of our members to visit and look at the 
architecture?  We understand that this is asking a big favour.  Past visits have 
been very successful, however, and we have sometimes been able to add to 
an owner’s knowledge of the history of their property.  If you feel you might be 
able to help, please contact Marion.

July Evening Stroll
Are you interested in local history but unable to attend our meetings?  Meet 
outside The Retreat at 6.30pm on 9th July for a summer evening stroll around 
The Green.  We look forward to sharing something of what we have learnt and 
to hearing from those with memories of the village in the past.  Donations will 
be invited but there will be no charge.
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Talking Point
Looking back over maps of our area reveals many more footpaths in the past: 
not surprisingly, as they were useful short cuts when people relied on their 
feet to get about.  Roads have become more important in recent times; but 
part of one lane vanished long ago!  Joseph Hodskinson’s map of 1783 shows 
the northern section of Stonebridge Lane, after the bridge, continuing straight 
ahead to Old Newton Church, the route to Gipping being a sharp right turn 
just after the bridge.  On the early 19th century one-inch map, the beginning 
and end of the section to Old Newton are shown and on the late 19th century 
six-inch map there is no sign of it at all, just the familiar right turn to Gipping.  
Perhaps this is because Old Newton was growing further west and so the old 
route was not needed.  We hope to find out! 

For our next ‘Talking Point’, how many great great great grandparents do we 
each have?

Membership
Thanks go to all those past members who have already re-joined and a warm 
welcome to new members. The membership fee for the full year is £12 and 
entry to our meetings is £1 for members, £3 for non-members.  Some of our 
visits are for members only and members are also able to use our archives, 
attend Suffolk Local History Council events and, if they wish, become involved 
in the running of the Group.  

Please note that you can join the Group at any time during the year, paying a 
pro rata fee.  Forms are available at our meetings and from Christine Williams, 
tel. 01449 771430.

Programme
3rd May Whistlecraft by Pip Wright

Pip Wright returns to tell us about the Whistlecraft family of Rickinghall, the 
local equivalent of Emmerdale’s Dingles!  Joe Whistlecraft was a notorious 
poacher. Pip has recently brought out a book on the family and will have 
copies of this and his other books for sale on the night.

7th June Five Generations in Stowupland by Kim Jennings

When Kim Jennings, an historian and former genealogist, moved to 
Stowupland in 2014, she knew that her mother had grown up on The Green 
but wasn’t aware of the other ancestors who had also made the village 
their home. Over the last two years Kim has been researching her family in 
Stowupland.  She will share her findings, be keen to hear any memories of 
her family or of life in the village over the last century and to hear from others 
engaged in family history research.

 A very short AGM, starting at 7.30pm, will precede the talk.

We meet at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  Visitors are always welcome and 
refreshments are available.  Admission is £1 for members, £3 for non-
members.
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Support our Village Hall
Reg.Charity No 304822 — Jerry Voden VHMC

The Village Hall                           

REG CHARITY NO 304822

The Village Hall is situated on Church Road and is available for Clubs, 
Groups, Private Parties and Weddings. Facilities include; 
• Small meeting room, ideal for small group meetings
• Large Main Hall                             
• Licensed Bar                                   
• Kitchen area available
• Ample Parking              
• There is also a range of re-cycling facilities some of which raise funds 

for the Village Hall
• For more details please contact our booking secretary, Hugh Blanch on 

01449 612156

 Open Afternoon 
Friday 19th May 
2.30pm - 4.30pm 

Stowupland Preschool, Church Road, Stowupland IP14 4BQ  (situated behind Freeman Community Primary School) 

Contact Ellie Mayhew for further information TEL: 01449 678550 Email: admin@stowuplandpreschool.org.uk 

Opening Hours 

Mon-Thu 

8.45am - 3.45pm 

Fri  8.45am - 12.45pm 

TERM TIME ONLY  

Affordable, 
quality childcare 
for children aged 
2 years to school 

starting age  

Funded and 
paid 

sessions 
available  
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MR ALLARD’S FARM SHOP 
          OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK      
01449 615006              IP14 4BD  
---------------------------------------------            

PORK - CHICKEN - LAMB – BEEF - LOCAL 
SELECTED CHEESES - COOKED MEATS – 

CONDIMENTS – FREE RANGE EGGS – LOCAL 
SEASONAL VEGETABLES –  

Range of Diabetic & Gluten Free products available 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Come inside and visit 
our Café.   

Tea and Cake, Light 
snacks, ALL DAY 

Breakfasts and Sunday 
Roasts available.  

All homemade in our kitchen with local products  
------------------------------------------------------- 

FREE 24HR ATM 
Fully accessible at all hours 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 
Farm Shop, Café & Post Office, Open 7 days a week: 

Monday – Friday 8:00 – 17:30  
Saturday 8:00 – 16:00 
Sundays 10:00 – 16:00 

     Walnut Tree Farm, Stowupland.   IP14 4BD 

 

01449 678650
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Curate : Revd Chris Hood Tel. 677257
Churchwardens : Mrs Ann Doubtfire    Tel. 770363
  : Mrs Sue Hayter        Tel. 613710

Email   holytrinityuk@hotmail.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/haughleybenefice

Dear Friends

I’m writing this on a busy morning, with, as always, a long list of other tasks 
awaiting my attention; a ‘normal’ day, like countless others over the past 
eight years. It’s hard to believe that, by the time you read it, I will no longer 
be your Vicar, and Kim and I will be on our way to the Parish of Pott Shrigley, 
in Cheshire.

I should be used to it by now. This will be our fifth time of moving from a 
community of people whom we love, from a place we unquestioningly think 
of as home: tearing up roots which have been firmly put down.

But it catches me out every time, that shock of moving on. And, actually, so 
it should. The only way to be part of a community, or of a church, is to be 
100% committed to it; not to hold back as someone who is ‘just visiting’, 
half an eye on the exit door. After all, in truth, all of us are ‘just visiting’; we 
are part of church or community for a time, but it was here before us, and 
will carry on after us. And, while we are here, God calls us to serve Him 
wholeheartedly.

One of the great privileges for parish clergy is that we are not just involved 
with the church, but with the whole community. So it has been my pleasure 
to work and share together with people of other faiths and none, and with 
those of all ages and backgrounds. I have also had the privilege of coming 
alongside some of you at a significant time in your life – whether in the 
sadness of illness or bereavement, or in the joy of new life and marriage. I 
have been enriched by all these encounters.

But the heart of my role has been working together with the folk of our 
churches, and without them I couldn’t have functioned. Not only because 
they are the ones who fund me (!), and who maintain our church buildings 
and facilities, but because Christian Faith and ministry were never intended 
to be a solo activity. Faith is something to be shared, explored and lived in 
company with others: pilgrims together on the road. I’d like to pay tribute to 
these fellow-pilgrims and say, on their behalf, that there remains a very warm 
welcome to all to join them on that journey of faith.

Holy Trinity Church
MINISTER REV DAVID SWALES
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CHURCH SERVICES in MAY

7th May 9.30am Parish Communion
 4.00pm 1st@4 Service - church with a difference!

14th May 9.30am Morning Worship & ¬Trinity Starz¬
 6.30pm Evensong (BCP)

15th May (Mon) 10.30am Songs of Praise at Steeple View
                                              - All Welcome!

21st May 8.00am Holy Communion ((BCP)
 9.30am Morning Prayer (BCP)

25th May (Thu) 7.00pm Benefice Ascension Day Communion
                                             at Wetherden

28th May 9.30am All-Age Family Service
 6.30pm Parish Communion
                     (BCP Book of Common Prayer)
A PRAYER:
O God, help me this day to use the brains you have given me without pride, 
the hands you have given me without sloth, and the tongue you have given 
me without malice; for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.

FAMILIES!
Please come along to the ‘1st @ 4’ SERVICE on Sunday, 7th May at 4.00pm 
and enjoy this popular ‘Church With A Difference’ (with some snacks 
afterwards)! 
Then please come to our bright and friendly ALL-AGE FAMILY SERVICE 
in church on Sunday, 28th May at 9.30am.  Do stay and have Fair Trade 
refreshments with us in the hall afterwards!

STEEPLE VIEW:
The residents warmly invite you to join them for their Songs of Praise Service 
at Steeple View at 10.30am on Monday, 15th May, and which is followed by 
a short Communion for those who wish to stay.

Indeed, of all the thousands of happy memories of this place which I will 
take with me, the happiest are of those who have found faith, or found a 
deeper faith, during my time here – it’s what gladdens the heart of any vicar, 
and is ultimately why we do what we do. In fact, my parting shot (alongside 
huge thanks for the kindness and friendship of the past eight years) is to say 
that I pray that many more of the fine people of these wonderful parishes will 
find that same faith in Christ: even if it’s long after I’ve gone!

Your friend David
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BEETLE DRIVES:
Come along to enjoy a chat and have some fun in congenial company at the 
Beetle Drive which will be held on Tuesday, 23rd May in the Church Hall.  All 
are most welcome to join us!

THANK YOU !
The 2017 Lent Lunches have raised the sum of £345.45 for the Diocese 
Kagera Appeal. Grateful thanks to those who provided the excellent 
lunches and to everyone that came and supported them.

WEEKLY COFFEE CHURCH:
Holy Trinity Church has an Open Church & Social Session from 2pm to 
4pm each Wednesday.  
Come on in to the Church Hall for a warm welcome, a free cup of tea/coffee 
and a chat, or to wait for children coming out of school.
Perhaps to look around and enjoy your Parish Church, maybe for a quiet 
prayer or just to enquire about church activities etc.

FOOD BANK BOX:
If you would like to donate items for the Food Bank to help those in need 
of a helping hand, we have a box at the back of the church for you to leave 
your items.  Thank you!

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS:
Our well-appointed Church Hall is available for your party, meeting or 
function.  
For bookings or for further information, please contact John & Ann Parsell on 
tel. 01449 672592.

CHURCH 100 CLUB:
Congratulations to the following winners of the April Draw;

1st No. 67 Mrs F Martin:     2nd No. 79 Mrs S Coleman:
  3rd No. 100 Mr P Burton

PARISH REGISTERS

WEDDINGS. Our congratulations to those who have recently married: -
1st April Oliver Manser & Kristie Baker

FUNERALS. Our love, sympathy and prayers to the families of
those who have recently died:-

11th April Dolly Manning
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MMoonn  ––  SSaatt  lluunncchh  22  
ccoouurrsseess  ffoorr  ££77..5500  
SSuunnddaayy  lluunncchh  mmaaiinn  &&  
ddeesssseerrtt  ffoorr  ££1100  

BBeedd  &&  BBrreeaakkffaasstt  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aatt  tthhee  
RReettrreeaatt,,  lloonngg  aanndd  sshhoorrtt  ssttaayyss  wweellccoommee..  
EEnn--ssuuiittee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aanndd  ffrreeee  wwiiffii,,  
  

Bingo every other Tuesday from 
8.15pm.  Next one 9th May. 
 
 
 

       Stowupland Post Office 
       01449 615006              IP14 4BD 

----------------------------------------------------- 
TRAVEL MONEY & TRAVEL CARDS 

We have Euro's and US Dollars behind the counter 
for you to purchase at any time. 

Plus, you can PRE-ORDER other currencies for next day delivery 
TAX YOUR VEICHLE WITH US 

Did you know you can still bring in your V5C document and or 
your V11 reminder instead of struggling online 

24HR FREE WITHDRAWALS CASH 
MACHINE  

Yes, that means it’s fully accessible at all hours!! 
- FREE Cash Withdrawals & Deposits 

- Money Grams 
- Car tax 

- Buy / Sell Euro’s and US Dollars 
- Electronic Bill Payments 

- E Top-Ups  
- Fishing License 

 

Now there’s even more reason to use your Post Office! 
Friendly Staff, Open 7 days a week 

Monday – Friday 8:00 – 17:30  
Saturday 8:00 – 16:00 Sundays 10:00 – 16:00 

LOCATED INSIDE MR ALLARDS FARM SHOP 

 

01449 678650
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May Dates

Mon 1 Flower Festival and Craft Fair 10.00am Holy Trinity Church
                                                                                  And Village Hall                       
Tues 2 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Wed 3 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 3 Book Group 2.00pm
Wed 3 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 3 Local History Group 7.30pm Village Hall 
  - ‘Whistlecraft’ by Pip Wright
Thurs 4 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Fri 5 Chocolate Bingo 4.30pm Village Hall
Mon 8 Afternoon Fellowship 2.30pm URC Chapel
Mon 8 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 9 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Wed 10 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 10 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Thurs 11 Parish Council 7.30pm URC Chapel Hall
Thurs 11 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sat 13 TELSTAR DEADLINE DATE – June issue
Sun 14 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 15 Afternoon Fellowship 2.30pm URC Chapel
Mon 15 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 16 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Wed 17 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 17 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 17 W.I. – 7.30pm Village Hall    
      “Hatch, Match and Dispatch, Turkish Style”
Wed 17 P.C Transport, Traffic & Safety      7.30pm URC Church Hall
Thurs 18 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Fri 19 Community Quiz           Doors open 7.00pm Village Hall
Mon 22 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 23 Mobile Library 9.30am Jubilee Court
Tues 23 Mobile Library 9.55am The Green
Tues 23 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Tues 23 Beetle Drive 2.30pm Church Hall
Wed 24 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 24 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Thurs 25 P.C. Finance & Policy Meeting 7.00pm V.H. Meeting Room
Thurs 25 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Fri 26 Coffee Morning 10.00am URC Chapel Hall
Fri 26 Community Bingo (18+) Doors open 7.00pm Village Hall
Sat 27 Table Top Sale Doors open for buyers  10.00am Village Hall
Sun 28 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
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If you wish to attend one of the events listed, and would like help 
with transport, please contact Good Neighbours on 07591 539621

Tues 30 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Wed 31 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church

June Dates
Thurs 1 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sat 3 P.C Churchyard and Cemetery 10.00am Holy Trinity   
    Churchyard
Mon 5 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 6 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Tues 6 Beetle Drive 2.30pm Church Hall
Wed 7 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 7 Book Group 2.00pm
Wed 7 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 7 Local History Group 7.30pm Village Hall 
  - ‘Five Generations in Stowupland’ by Kim Jennings
  

Future Events in 2017
17 June    Community Litter Pick
25 June     Three Peaks Challenge
25 June    Open Gardens 
9   July      Local History Group Walk
10 Sept     Walker Cup
13 Sept    ‘Harbour Lights’ traditional songs and music

STOWUPLAND SPEEDWATCH
Your help is desperately needed. There is increasingly more traffic through 
our village and not all travelling within the speed limit. If you are concerned 
about the speed of vehicles through our village would you spare a couple of 
hours a month to help slow that speed. Recently some of our Speedwatch 
team moved away and it has left us desperately short of people to man the 
speedgun. We need to operate with a team of three at any one time. You 
would be fully trained and provided with the appropriate safety equipment. 
Young or old, anyone over the age of 18 yrs can apply. Weekdays or 
weekends, whatever you can manage it would be much appreciated. If we 
cannot get more volunteers then Stowupland Speedwatch may cease. 

To date I have received no offers of help. If no-one comes forward the 
scheme will have to cease through lack of support.
Please contact Sally Reeves on 01449745739 or  
sallyreeves195@btinternet.com 
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2016 Poppy Appeal
Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped with 2016 Poppy 
Appeal collections and to all of those who generously made 
donations. The total amount collected in Stowupland was £1,483.14. 
Your contribution helps The Royal British Legion to continue with their 
vital welfare and benevolent work.

We are still short of volunteers to help with the house to house 
collections. If you feel you would be able to spare a little of your time 
with the 2017 Poppy Appeal, please give me a call on 01449 612156.

Thank you once again

Hugh Blanch

Stowupland Sports Centre

Stowupland Community Sports Centre opened to the public in November 
1999 and since then has been steadily growing in terms of what is on 
offer.  Built as an integral part of the High School, we are proud to serve 
both the school and our wider community.  The Sports Centre is open 
to the public from 5pm to 10.30pm Monday to Friday, from 9am to 2pm 
Saturdays and 10am to 2pm Sundays.

There are many outside clubs that use Stowupland Community Sports 
Centre; from Table Tennis, Football and Badminton to Martial Arts and 
Zumba.  All the clubs enjoy success in their own right and are always 
looking to take new members.

We have for public hire at very reasonable rates a Sports Hall, 
Gymnasium, Outdoor Pitches and Courts. There is also a Fitness Suite 
which is a great place to realise all of your fitness goals. Whether you’re 
trying to lose weight, tone up, bulk up or simply maintain what you 
already have - this is the place for you. The Fitness Suite predominantly 
has four areas: The Fitness Zone, Fixed Resistance Weight Machines, 
Free Weights and Stretch Mats.

So if you would like to be part of this growing centre why not pop in and 
see us or alternatively contact reception for further details:

Tel: 01449 672531
Email: sportcentrestaff@stowuplandhighschool.co.uk
Website: http://www.stowuplandsportscentre.org.uk/
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Stowupland Community Events 

Table Top Sale 

 

Stowupland Village Hall 

Saturday 27th May 2017 
10am till 3pm 

 
All tables £5.00 booked by 13th May  

Please ring Linda on 01449 612988 to book 
& for further information. 

              Doors open for sellers at 9am 

 

All proceeds, after expenses, go towards 
Community activities. 
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Reduce your Accountancy costs
Call Sarah Place Accountants

Professional efficient Accountants with over 15 years experience

Accounts • Book-keeping • Payroll • Sage
VAT & Tax Returns

01284 747 139

As independent opticians we offer a more
personalised eyecare service that you can trust for

 all the family including:-

Optomap retinal examination
Colorimetry

A wide range of competitively priced frames
and spectacle lenses

Contact lenses
Prescription and non-prescription sunglasses

F. G. BROWN – OPTICIANS
Denmark House, 41 Bury Street,

Stowmarket.
Tel:- 01449 612812/674030

Your sight care is our priority
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 The
����������United
��Reformed

���������Church

U.R.C Chapel
Minister: Rev’d Chris Wood 

Telephone 01449 678173

On 1st April we held a Jumble Sale and once again 
we were delighted with the results. The total raised was £845.00. A 
very sincere thank you to all those who came and helped, we couldn’t 
manage without you, a team effort. Also thank you to all the people 
who came and supported us. The first person queuing, looking for a 
bargain arrived at 1pm for a 2pm start. We hope to hold another one on 
November 11th.

Our next coffee morning is on Friday 26th May 10 to 12noon. Come 
and see us at the URC Chapel and enjoy a coffee, cake and a chat. 
Everyone is welcome at this friendly event. 

Services at the URC Chapel are held each Sunday at 10.30am and we 
cordially invite anyone to join us in our worship. A warm welcome awaits 
you.

Our speakers for May are as follows:

07th May  Andrew High

14th May  Stephen Horrex

21st May  Revd Chris Wood

28th May  Mary Durrant

Afternoon Fellowship

The meetings in April were very enjoyable, especially the Primary School 
children who came to entertain us.

The meetings for May are as follows:

08th May  Alison Fenning

15th May  Revd Chris Wood.

The 15th May is our last meeting before the summer break. We 
recommence on 02nd October.

We welcome anyone who would like to join us at our meetings (male 
or female) Come and enjoy the fellowship and a cake and cup of tea at 
2.30pm on the above dates.

Mary Clark
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Minister’s Message
Love the Lord Your God
We were in a supermarket queue when I noticed that the lady in 
front was wearing a UEA sweat shirt with ‘Physiotherapist’ blazoned 
across the back. I couldn’t resist catching her attention, and 
suggesting that, while we were waiting, she might care to have a look 
at my back as I was feeling a slight twinge. She looked at the large 
items that I was carrying, and suggested that, putting them down 
might just do the trick! (Don’t you just love conversations like this?!). 

When she got to the front of the queue, the cashier asked her to 
bear with her for a moment, as she stood up and did some gentle 
exercises to ease her tightening back, to which the Physiotherapist, 
much to our amusement said: ‘Don’t you start as well!’. What she 
hadn’t taken into consideration was that her occupation was written 
across her back, not her front, and it was a pure coincidence that the 
cashier was easing her back pain in that moment! She laughed with 
us when we explained. 

But then it got me thinking (always a worrying sign) – how do people 
spot a Christian when they’re out and about? Now I know that some 
wear clerical collars, t-shirts or sweat shirts; others might have a 
Christian symbol around their neck or on their clothing; some drivers 
have a fish sign at the back of the car – although judging by the 
driving of some I just hope that the car belonged to a previous owner 
……

The Apostle Paul puts it quite bluntly: it’s our behaviour towards 
others that demonstrates where our allegiance lies. In his Letter to the 
Galatians he writes that anyone who behaves in an appalling manner 
(offering examples of indecency, debauchery; idolatry; quarrels; a 
contentious temper, envy; selfish ambitions; jealousies and the like) 
are not reflecting the values of the Kingdom of God. He then goes 
on to highlight those things that reflect the nature of God, which he 
refers to ‘the gifts of the Spirit’. These are: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, fidelity, gentleness, and self-control. Concluding 
that ‘those who belong to Christ Jesus have done away with their old 
nature and desires (as in the first list) and must let the Spirit direct the 
whole of our lives (as demonstrated in the latter list - refer Galatians 
5: 18ff)
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That’s a tall order I know – and one that I’m sure we all wrestle with 
each and every day, but there’s no point saying we belong to Christ if 
others can’t see the difference that He makes in our daily living. Faith 
is not something that we express on a Sunday in worship, but must 
be evident in everything that we say, think and do. James in his Letter 
touches on this subject when he writes: ‘What good is it, my friends, 
for someone to say they have faith when their actions do nothing to 
show it – let us prove our faith by our actions!’ (James 2: 14ff), 

I was reminded recently that on the homes of Jewish families, there 
is something called the Mezuzah, which is a box that is placed on 
the door frame of their homes, and contains the words of the Book of 
Deuteronomy: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord our one 
God; and you must love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength’. The command of the 
Lord was for them to have the words on their doors and gates, as a 
constant reminder, as they went out and came in, that they were in a 
covenant relationship with God, which should by its very nature effect 
their behaviour, and determine who and what they are at all times 
(faith revealed in action).

I believe that this is something that people of all faiths should adopt 
– the placing of a sign on the doorposts of homes; places of worship 
- wherever – as a constant reminder of our responsibility each day, 
not only to worship God with heart and mind and soul, but, just 
as importantly, to demonstrate that love through our relationship 
with others. Maybe it can also be extended to every street corner 
to prevent some of the awful atrocities that are seen through a 
misguided understanding of what God requires of his faithful people, 
for His sole purpose for all humankind is one of goodness, peace, 
restoration and reconciliation.

As Jesus Himself emphasised: ‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. And love your 
neighbour as yourself’ (ref Matthew 22: 36ff).

God Bless
Chris
(Rev’d Chris Wood – minister of Stowmarket, Stowupland 
Mendlesham and Debenham URC’s)
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Acorn 
Kennels

Jodi Palmer

Acorns

Wash Lane

Mendlesham

 Stowmarket

Suffolk

IP14 5TD

Opening Hours

Mon – Sat

9.00am to 12.00pm

Visitors welcome other times

by Appointment

Fully Licensed and Insured

Tel:

01449 767160

07754 851789

For friendly

personal care

Lothlorien, Church Road, 
Stowupland, Stowmarket, 

Suffolk. IP14 4BH

01449  678213

C.M. 
Hayward

Electrical Services

Bespoke Framing Service

Greeting Cards & Photo Frames
X-Stitches Stretched & Framed

Fast & Reliable Service

www.EasternFrames.co.uk

Red House Farm,
Station Road

Haughley.

Tel. 01449 675897

Monday – Friday
9.00am – 5.00pm

 Saturday 
9.00am – 12noon

Suffolk	Treasures	and	Spie	Jewels	is	a	
gift	shop	with	9	different	local	
businesses	offering	handmade	gifts	
for	all	occasions	and	jewellery	and	
accessories	for	all	ages.	Personalised	
items	available	to	order.	
We	are	located	at	Chilli	Farm	on	the	
A140		Mendlesham		
	

	
There	is	a	café	for	you	to	relax	and	
have	a	drink	or	maybe	a	bite	to	eat.	
Free	parking	.	
Contact	sue	07871159347	
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  Stowupland Good Neighbours 
        A volunteer service 
 Run by residents for residents 
       Helpline 07591 539621 
Community award winning team 

 

Stowupland Bowls Club
So at last the bowling season began in April, the opening was on 23rd April 
and our first game was on Tuesday 25th April at the green. The first Monday 
game is on 1st May at the Rookery Club and May 13th will see us hosting 
the Suffolk Ladies County Trials.

The new fence at the back of the club house is very good, our thanks to 
Sally Reeves and the locality budget grant from the County Councillor. The 
work by LE Fencing is excellent. 

Throughout the season it is important that all club members help with 
the running of the club; the few need your support. Best wishes for good 
bowling and, above all, enjoy yourselves.

John Mollett

                              

COM M UNITY 
BINGO 
  ALL Cash Prizes 

 Friday 26th m ay                       
AT Stowupland Village Hall 

            Doors open at 7.00pm Eyes down at 7.30    
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Andrew Bingham
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICE

Stowmarkets Independent Family Funeral Service

24 Hour Personal Service • Private Chapel of Rest • FREE Parking

www.andrewbingham.co.uk
Telephone: 01449 771666

The Nutshell, Milton Road South, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1EZ

FAST TEST  
STOWMARKET 

MOT~SERVICING~AIR-CON  

Fast Test can  
service all makes and models of cars 

and light  
commercial vans, as well as welding  

repairs, computer  
diagnostics and  

Air-Con re-gassing. 
Fast Test can also offer a lift home 

or to work in the surrounding  
Stowmarket area or a courtesy  

vehicle 

Contact: Adam  
Bennett 

Tel: 01449 770902 
 

Address:  
Unit 12 

Tomo Business Park 
Tomo Road  

Stowmarket, Suffolk, 
IP14 5EP 

FAST TEST  
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Tel: 01449 770902 
 

Address:  
Unit 12 

Tomo Business Park 
Tomo Road  

Stowmarket, Suffolk, 
IP14 5EP 

Contact: Adam Bennett
Tel: 01449 770902

Address:
Unit 4, Tomo Business Park,

Tomo Road, Stowmarket,
Suffolk, IP14 5EP

Fast Test can service all makes 
and models of cars and light 

commercial vans, as well as welding
repairs, computer diagnostics

and Air-Con re-gassing.
Fast Test can also offer a lift home

or to work in the surrounding
Stowmarket area or a courtesy vehicle.
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                                                   IN AID OF 

               GREAT ORMAND STREET CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 

                        AND THE MAKE A WISH FOUNDATION 

                         14 BURY ST, STOWMARKET. IP14IRA 

We accept donations of clothes, books, toys ect and are now in a position 

to accept donations of furniture. If you cannot deliver items of furniture we will 
arrange to have them collected. 

      Phone 07900640441 (mobile)                 Hours as usual 10am to 4pm 

                           Thank you for your support and donations 

 

TWAM!  
Who are they and what do they do?  Tools with a Mission (TWAM) is 
a charity based in Ipswich.  They collect good quality second hand 
tools, sewing machines, typewriters and so on from all over the 
country, refurbish them and send them off to third world countries, 
usually in eastern or southern Africa, where people are trained in a 
skill such as carpentry, motor mechanics, building, agriculture, 
needlework, typing etc.  I am happy to collect tools, typewriters, 
sewing machines and books or give me a ring (673185) and drop them 
off at TWAM headquarters or at our home. 
Keith Welham 
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Over 20 years industry experience 

 Full or part re-wires 
 Consumer unit upgrades 
 Internal/external sockets & lights 
 Under floor heating systems 
 Recessed lights 
 Home cinema systems 
 Multi room audio systems 
 CCTV (including remote viewing on smart phones)
 Automated gates 
 Full public liability insurance 

For a free no obligation quotation, please 
contact us 

Tel: 01449 614020 
Mobile: 07909 524552 

Email: richard@rhsecurityandelectrical.co.uk 
Web: www.rhsecurityandelectrical.co.uk 

                

Gipping
  Press

DESIGN | PRINT | PROMOTION

Tel: 01449 721599 
Email: enquiries@gippingpress.co.uk 

www.gippingpress.co.uk 
Units 1&2 Lion Barn Industrial Estate,  

Needham Market, Ipswich, Suffolk IP6 8NZ

Gipping Press are proud to 
print this publication.
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              COLNE ROOFING
 

 

 

      References upon request 

Jon Johnson

Specialising in:

  Contact details:
  07917 548441                     
  colneroofing@gmail.com

- New roofs 
- Re-roofing 
- Repairs 
- Lead work 
- Gutter maintenance
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Tel: 01284 717760, Fax: 01284 717761
www.coastlinegraphics.co.uk

..........................................           ..................Customer: Date:

Approved by:

Eco Sweep 07-01-09

Please Note: The purpose of this proof is to represent the closest approximation of the final product.
It is the responsibility of the client to thoroughly review for any discrepancies.
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The Green Stowupland Suffolk IP14 4AR

Opening Hours
Monday & Tuesday                                 7.00am to 1.00pm

Wednesday Thursday Friday          7.00am to 5.00pm

   Saturday                                                     7.ooam to 12.30 pm

Telephone : 01449 677720

Local Delivery

Local meats * Home-cooked pies

Home cooked hams

Dry-cured bacon and gammon

Selection of homemade burgers

Big selection of specialist cheese
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STOWUPLAND PLAY PARK REFURBISHMENT.
Many of you may be thinking this project has gone away as it seems to 
have been going on for ages but fear not we are on the home stretch. 
Before I go any further I must say a huge thank you to Anna Wells and 
her team who did the initial consultations with various groups within 
the village and sourced companies to provide the equipment. When 
applying for grants you have to prove you have asked people’s opinion 
and that the final design matches what people want. Anna’s team did 
a great job so thank you again and also thanks to all those of you who 
filled in the questionnaires.

The design of the play park has been finalised and the equipment 
selected. Only four pieces of the existing equipment will remain; all 
others are being replaced as they are getting tired and badly worn. The 
new equipment and new fencing will be in primary colours and should 
look bright and vibrant. In selecting the new equipment the aim has 
been to cater for the very young as well as the 8-13yrs age group. In 
fact an age range of children were taken around recently refurbished 
play parks in Suffolk to road test the equipment and score it so we are 
as sure as can be that we get the most fun for all. There will be picnic 
benches, made of a plastic material so even after rain a quick wipe and 
they will be dry. The basketball court is being refurbished as well; which 
is why you will have seen that the court is now locked to keep vehicles 
out. This is a play space and children need to be safe to play.

As with everything, the project needs money in the form of grants 
and that is where the project is at the moment. The cost of the 
refurbishment is in the region of £80,000 including VAT and at the 
moment the project has been promised £20,000. Applications have 
been submitted to the three big grant providers and it looks promising 
to get the amount of money we need. On that note those of you who 
shop in the Co-Op at either Combs Ford or Haughley will have seen 
that Stowupland Play Park is one of the participants in their token 
scheme. If you or a member of your family, a friend, or work colleague, 
shop there please vote with your token for the Play Park. The more 
tokens, the greater share of the fund the Play Park will get.

The aim is to know what funding we have by the end of June and start 
work by September. That is the aim, so fingers crossed.

I will keep you updated via Telstar and beware I may be asking for 
helpers later in the project.

Sally Reeves
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We could collect  
a share of 

 

£1,000 

Visit your local co-op
and cast your vote

Have your say when you

WE HAVE BEEN CHOSEN AS PART 
OF THE EAST OF ENGLAND CO-OP’S 
TOKEN SCHEME
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What’s been happening at Stowupland High 
School 

(taken from Headteacher’s Blog – March 2017)

The early part of the month saw more sporting success as the Year 7 boys 
won the Area Rugby Tournament beating St Benedict’s, and Horringer in the 
group stages and Thurston Community College in the final.   The team now 
moves onto the County Finals where Stowupland will meet the best teams 
from Suffolk.

On Tuesday 28th February, we held the second “Aspire” session and this 
time learners from our family of schools were enjoying taster sessions in 
Dance and Philosophy.  We received excellent reports of the standard of 
work being produced and on Wednesday 1st March we had confirmation 
that 220 students will be joining Year 7 in September, 2017.   A very warm 
welcome to all those who have gained places at Stowupland and we look 
forward to meeting you all soon.

Students from Stowmarket, Hadleigh and Horringer Court Middle school 
joined us for the Science Faraday Challenge. The teams were presented 
with a range of engineering problems and asked to write code for a micro: 
bit which would overcome them successfully.   Students were extremely 
focused throughout the day with comments such as:

“… I think it’s quite cool how we did something that was linked to a real 
problem that a real company has”  and “After today, I learnt what engineers 
do and how to code a micro:bit.”  

Whilst younger students were exploring Physics, the whole of Year 11 
were in the Drama Studio participating in a “Walking, Talking Mock” for 
Mathematics.  In preparation for the examinations taking place later in 
March, staff were modelling the thinking skills required for various questions 
in mathematics.   The guidance provided by staff was gradually reduced 
so that, after several examples, students were able to tackle the questions 
unaided.

Meanwhile, nearly two hundred miles away, our Year 12 students spent 
the day at the NEC in Birmingham attending the national careers and 
higher education show. Leading employers and universities from around 
the country and across all sectors were on hand to provide information 
and advice on recruitment, applications and apprenticeship opportunities. 
Students were also able to take part in workshops including Skills for 
Business, CV Clinic and Using Social Media to Improve Employability and 
Applications to Oxbridge and US universities.
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Although Stowupland has academy status, we remain closely involved with 
many initiatives linked to the Local Authority and, on Thursday 9th March, 
our musicians helped to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Schools’ 
Music at Snape Maltings.

As the only secondary school performing during the evening, it was 
wonderful for the primary schools present to be able to hear what years of 
practice could achieve (there were audible gasps when the brass ensemble 
began their performance); equally, though, our students have an amazing 
opportunity to perform at a world-class venue, with full technical support.

This year, the brass group played Sonata in A (Opus 7, no. 4 – de 
Boismortier) and there was also a complex vocal arrangement of 
“Scarborough Fayre”.  The Stowupland musicians were consummate 
professionals throughout the day and evening and were an absolute credit to 
the school.  

Performance has continued to be a 
theme with 46 students attending the 
Excel Exhibition on Friday 10th March 
to take part in the “MOVE IT” dance 
convention. The day presented the 
opportunity to take part in classes 
(Stowupland choices included: “Aladdin 
the Musical”, “Musical Theatre” and 
“Diva Class”) as well as to hone acting 
and vocal skills.

Congratulations to the cast of “We Will 
Rock You” – fabulous performances 
were given over three nights (21st-23rd 
March) and students received much 
acclaim.  Not satisfied with putting on 
the performances, students baked a stunning selection of cakes, brownies, 
buns and flapjacks raising a worthy £80.00 towards the costs of the school 
production.

And finally, there was a lighter moment on Friday 24th March as Stowupland 
went mad for Comic Relief!  Students carried out a variety of fund-raising 
activities and the theme for the non-uniform day was: “Around the World”; a 
magnificent £1,459.93 was raised on the day.
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John Bull 
Motors Ltd

Petrol and Diesel 
MOT testing

Servicing and repairs

Unit 7B Charles Ind. Estate
Stowmarket

Phone: 01449 774150

Fax: 01449 675898

Email:
Johnbullmotors@btconnect.com

Including perms,
colouring, tints, highlights,

cuts, blowdrys, etc.

Only the best products from
GOLDWELL are used.

Also offering a waxing
service at competitive prices

Phone GILLIAN
for your appointment now

on 01449 678162
or 07795 087670

18 Jubilee Crescent, Stowupland

Unisex Salon
For all Salon Services

Windows, MS Office,
E-mail, Internet, Graphics,

Broadband.
Solutions resolved in

your own home
One to One tuition.

Phone Shelli of MPM on
07733 262116

Let a local company in
Stowupland support you.

 

Fed up of running around 
after your car? 

 

Why not give us the inconvenience 
– it’s part of our service 

 

WE COLLECT & DELIVER 
 

Servicing, Welding, 
MOTs arranged 

Air-conditioning recharged 
General Repairs – 

shocks, clutches, brakes etc 
All work guaranteed 

 

 
                                              Est 1990 

Contact: Shane 
Tel: 01449 771102 or 07802 545737 

 

Personal Service at 
Competitive Rates! 
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My apologies to all for putting last month’s report as the March meeting where it 
should have been February. Here is the report for March - as usual, the meeting 
opened with President Colleen welcoming members along with visitors, Wendy 
and Sally. The singing of “Jerusalem” was followed by the February meeting 
record, agreed and signed. Correspondence was next and included an invitation 
from Stowmarket W.I. for 2 of our members to join them at their April meeting 
for “Punch & Judy”. Alison had tickets for the April spring Group meeting at 
Creeting St. Mary, when Mark Mitchels will talk on the history of the lost city 
of Dunwich. Gift Aid forms were available to anyone who wanted one. Colleen 
will be attending a meeting of members from the other W.I.s in our Group to get 
ideas regarding speakers – both the good and those to be avoided! 

With the “fish & chip” baby garments no longer needed, Marian spoke of an 
organization called “Knit for peace” which can provide other patterns. Stacey 
also has a pattern for an octopus, a small toy suitable for very young babies. 
Celia gave a resume of the Federation annual meeting held at Trinity Park in 
early April. By this time, we would have anticipated the arrival of the “Zoolab” 
creatures, but, sadly, this didn’t happen. Colleen undertook to contact them the 
next day to find out why. Fortunately, this is a very rare occurrence. However, 
this did give us more time than usual to socialize (otherwise known as chatting). 

Birthday posies were distributed, the raffle drawn and the results of the 
competitions announced.  Exotic animals – 1st.Glenda, 2nd. Mary C., 3rd. Mary 
M.  Flower – 1st. Mary C., 2nd. Brenda, 3rd. Claire.

In April we celebrate our 78th birthday and Judy will bring the 75 year certificates 
presented by Suffolk East Federation & the National, for newer members to see.

Outings
Southwold theatre
Saturday, July 8th. Alan Ayckbourn’s comedy
“Communicating Doors” tickets £13 Deadline end of May. 
Saturday, August 5th. Ray & Michael Cooney’s farce “Tom, Dick & Harry” tickets 
£13 & £11.  Deadline end of June.
 For each trip 5.00 p.m. performance. Coach fare max. £9, leave Stowupland 
11.00 a.m.

Ely Cathedral Christmas Gift & food Fair – Saturday, November 18th. 1.00 – 4.30 
p.m. Apparently, this is a very popular event – hence the early notice, as pre-
booked tickets (£4 each) are advisable.
Coach fare max. £8.50, leaving the village at 10.30 a.m. which allows time in Ely 
to eat prior to going to the Fair.

For all the above, please contact Judy Clarke (01449 615386) for further details 
and to book seats.

Stowupland W.I. report 
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FROM TELSTAR COMMITTEE

Please note that the opinions expressed in letters and articles are not 
necessarily those of the Telstar committee or the Parish Council.  We cannot 
be held responsible for the accuracy of material submitted for publication, 
however we reserve the  right to include, edit or amend as we think appropriate. 

Telstar is produced in good faith but errors and omissions may occur during the 
process of production.  Please let us know if this is the case so that these errors 
may be corrected.

Community           

 Challenge                               
                                      
 Stowupland 
Village Hall  

Friday, 19TH MAY                                                                                                                        

At 7.00PM                                                            

Quiz commences at 
7.30pm 

£2.00 per person (Teams 
of up to 6 persons) 
Please bring your own 
drink and nibbles. 
To enter your team phone Cathy or Keith 

 on 01449 673185 

 
              A Stowupland Community Event            
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Stowupland Village Website
www.stowupland.com

Parish Council Minutes of meetings 
and agendas are displayed at the Village 
Hall notice board (left of main entrance)

Parish Council:
 Chairman - Keith Welham  01449 673185 
 Vice Chair - Jerry Voden   01449 770334
 Roger Carter 01449 612856
 Rick Hamilton 01449 775403
 Kim Jennings 01449 677692
 Ben Miller  07765 408001
 Sally Reeves  01449 745739 34
 John Spitzer 07766 466073 
 Ray Studd   01449 676606
              Dave Pring  01449 771891
 

Clerk to the Parish Council:
Claire Pizzey

2 Broomspath Road, IP14 4DB
01449 677005

email: clairepizzey@outlook.com  
You can contact the Clerk as follows:

Tues – Thurs from 10.00am – 12.00noon
 

Mid Suffolk District Council:
Keith Welham  01449 673185 

Keith is happy to help you with any
District Council matter.

Suffolk County Council
Gary Green  07545 423824
 gary.green@suffolk.gov.uk 

Police Safer Neighbourhood Team
PC 1443 Stefan Henriksen

Police Station, Violet Hill Road, Stowmarket
IP14 1NJ   Tel; 101

stefan.henriksen@suffolk.pnn.police.uk

Good Neighbour Scheme: 
HELPLINE No. 07591 539621

Village Hall Bookings: 
Hugh Blanch –  01449 612156

STOWUPLAND TELSTAR
11 issues per year. 

Joint issue in December/January
Delivered to every residence.

We welcome new residents to the village.

Articles for Telstar to:
Voden, 35 Oak Road IP14 4DP 
Email: voden@btinternet.com

Business Advertising:
Claire Pizzey

01449 677005
Email: adverts.telstar@hotmail.co.uk

Ad v e rt i s i n g di s c l A i m e r:
All adverts are placed in good faith 

and the publishers cannot undertake 
responsibility for work carried out.
Advertisers details are not passed 

on to other publishers.

Diary Dates:
Marion Harris
01449 770895

Email: marion@astronomer.plus.com

If an event has been organised,
whether a one-off or a regular one

please do not assume that everyone
knows the details, venue, date, etc.

Advertise it in Telstar

Email reports, articles etc. to
voden@btinternet.com

Distribution Co-Ordinator:
Sally Reeves

01449 745739

To the team of distributors who trek  
the roads and streets of Stowupland 

each month. Thank You

Produced in the village,
for the village

D E A D L I N E  D AT E :
13TH OF EACH MONTH

Printed by Gipping Press Ltd. Tel: 01449 721599. Web: www.gippingpress.co.uk



            

           Calling all Children 

        Chocolate Bingo 
          Friday 5th May 

   At Stowupland Village Hall 

              4.30 till 6pm 

£2 to include Bingo, drink and biscuit, raffle and 

take home gift. 

 

              

             Please pay at the door  

    All proceeds go towards village activities 


