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The Green Stowupland Suffolk IP14 4AR

Opening Hours
Monday & Tuesday                              7.00 am to 1.00 pm

Wednesday Thursday Friday        7.00 am to 5.00 pm

Saturday                                                     7.00 am to 12.30 pm

Local Delivery

Now Supplying
Hog Roast

Contact
Ashley or Liam

Local Meats * Home Cooked Pies
Home Cooked Hams

Dry Cured Bacom & Gammon
Selection of Homemade Burgers

Big Selection of Specialist Cheese

Telephone : 01449 677720
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Hello and welcome to November’s edition of Telstar. This month you will 
find details of how Stowupland is commemorating the 100TH anniversary 
of WW1. There are events happening all over the country, and the Parish 
Council are proud to be part of this by lighting the Beacon, and honouring 
those that fought and died in WW1 and WW2. 

There are reports from the WI, and the Bowls Club, and Cricket Club give 
their final reports of the season. Also, if you like to see our village looking 
its best, there is a litter pick planned for November 10th. Any help is 
welcome, just turn up on the day.

The front cover is a photo of Stowupland war memorial,  
courtesy of Liz Voden.

EDITOR’S NOTES

C L U B  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S
Book Group:  Patricia Hodgkins 01449 672127 
Baby and Toddler Group:  Kelly Woolnough  07776 206430
Bowls Club:  Graham Newman 01359 240846
Dance Club:  Mary & Paul Durham  01449 672601
Local History Group:  Marion Harris 01449 770895
Short Mat Bowls:  Pam Fayers  01449 770080 
Sports & Social Club: Andy Parkin             07796 274905
W. I. Judy Clarke 01449 615386
Community Events Keith Welham 01449 673185
Mobile Library:   07721 879855
Country & Western:  Pat Murphy  01449 677405
Stowmarket Wildlife Group John Thompson 01449 676471 
swtstowmarket@gmail.com

Telstar is also available as a link on the Parish Council website:

www.stowupland.com

NOVEMBER 2018

“Date for your diary”
Village Volunteer Day and
Community Litter Pick
Saturday 10th Nov 2018
Village Hall Car Park – 10.00 am
Hope to see you there!
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Stowupland Village Website
www.stowupland.com

Parish Council Minutes of meetings 
and agendas are displayed at the Village 
Hall notice board (left of main entrance)

Parish Council:
Chairman - Jerry Voden   01449 770334
Roger Carter   01449 612856
S. Cobbold-Robertson   01449 677389
Laura Johnson     07826 851030
Ben Miller   07765 408001
Paula Murton       07906 677817
Dave Pring           01449 771891
Sally Reeves        01449 745739
Ray Studd   01449 676606
Keith Welham   01449 673185
 

Clerk to the Parish Council:
Claire Pizzey

2 Broomspath Road, IP14 4DB
01449 677005

email: parishclerk@stowuplandpc.co.uk  
You can contact the Clerk as follows:

Tues – Thurs from 10.00am – 12.00noon

Mid Suffolk District Council:
Keith Welham  01449 673185 

Keith is happy to help you with any
District Council matter.

Keith.welham@midsuffolk.gov.uk

Suffolk County Council
Gary Green  07545 423824
 gary.green@suffolk.gov.uk 

Police Safer Neighbourhood Team
PC 1443 Stefan Henriksen

Police Station, Violet Hill Road, Stowmarket
IP14 1NJ   Tel; 101

stefan.henriksen@suffolk.pnn.police.uk

Good Neighbour Scheme: 
HELPLINE No. 07591 539621

Village Hall Bookings: 
Hugh Blanch

email stowuplandvhbookings@gmail.com
phone no 01449 612156

STOWUPLAND TELSTAR
11 issues per year. 

Joint issue in December/January
Delivered to every residence.

We welcome new residents to the village.

Articles for Telstar to:
Voden, 35 Oak Road IP14 4DP 
Email: voden@btinternet.com

Business Advertising:
Claire Pizzey

01449 677005
Email: adverts.telstar@hotmail.co.uk

Advertising Disclaimer:
All adverts are placed in good faith 

and the publishers cannot undertake 
responsibility for work carried out.
Advertisers details are not passed 

on to other publishers.

Diary Dates:
Marion Harris
01449 770895

Email: marion@astronomer.plus.com

If an event has been organised,
whether a one-off or a regular one

please do not assume that everyone
knows the details, venue, date, etc.

Advertise it in Telstar

Distribution Co-Ordinator:
Sally Reeves

01449 745739

To the team of distributors who trek  
the roads and streets of Stowupland 

each month. Thank You

Produced in the village,
for the village

D E A D L I N E  D AT E :
7TH OF EACH MONTH

Printed by Gipping Press Ltd. Tel: 01449 721599. Web: www.gippingpress.co.uk

PARISH DIRECTORY
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October’s Parish Council meeting opened with 6 members of the 
public present and Cllr Reeves in the Chair in Cllr Voden’s absence.

District and County Councillors’ Reports: 
The District Councillor’s report can be found elsewhere in Telstar.  He responded 
to questions about the lack of a 5 year supply of land for housing and how 
that might affect Stowupland. The clerk had sent an email to councillors with 
information from the County Councillor; in his absence there was no further 
discussion on its contents.

Matters of Report: 
The Clerk reported that the options for provision of bus timetables in the shelters 
is still ongoing as is the provision of new litter bins and quotes for the playpark.  
She reported that she has written to the company who had been flyposting in the 
village and the offending sign has now been removed.  The Clerk advised that 
the Neighbourhood Planning Submission Draft has been submitted to MSDC 
along with supporting documentation and that the 6 weeks public consultation 
will begin on 19th October.  She thanked all those who volunteered at the 
community day in September but had hoped to see more residents. The Clerk 
reported that Onehouse Parish Council have agreed to have permanent use of 
the speed gun and will take over full responsibility for its ongoing maintenance.  
She advised that Cllr Voden has contacted Archant about the distribution of the 
free Stowmarket newspaper and was told that it is restricted to certain postcodes 
which explain why only parts of Stowupland receive it.  However, it can be picked 
up from Stowmarket Library or Jeffries of Bacton.  She reported that the work on 
the bench by the Primary School has been completed and that the work required 
to replace the sign on footpath 3 is on the SCC programme of works.  There is 
no further news on the Post Office and she thanked Cllr Pring for updating the 
Council policies on the website. The action to be taken to stop through traffic on 
Columbyne Close from using the track across The Green is to be discussed next 
month. The Clerk advised that she has updated the insurance for the next year.  
The Chairman reported that she is awaiting comment from the football club over 
the wire netting that has been pulled up in the play park.

Public Forum: 
A resident advised that she had been asked by several residents to voice their 
concerns about the bus service.  The problems encountered included the fact that, 
as the service originates from Gislingham, by the time it reaches Stowupland the 
bus is often full.  There is a lack of space on the bus so restricting the use of trollies 
and walking aids and this leaves elderly people to carry heavy bags.  They are 
happy to pay a contribution as they understand that the bus company struggles 
to make money with so many people using bus passes.  They had suggested the 
possibility of putting a questionnaire into Telstar to build up evidence for their 
cause.  The Clerk advised that in last month’s minutes it was clearly stated that all 
avenues have already been explored by the Parish Council with the bus company.  
Cllr Welham suggested that maybe the group voicing their concerns may need to 

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
OCTOBER 2018
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look at the problem from a new perspective.  This could include exchanging their 
bus passes for vouchers and then to use these to pay for community transport 
instead which could be more tailored for their particular needs.  He accepted that 
this would require a lot of work on their part but, should they choose to go down 
this route, he would be happy to meet with them to discuss further.  Another 
resident advised that the oil seed rape had grown over the footpath close to 
Masons Farm and needed to be cleared.

Meeting with Gladman: 
Cllr Welham reported that he and Cllr Studd had met with Gladman to discuss 
the brochure they had compiled to extoll the virtues of developing the land on 
Gipping Road and Thrandeston Meadow (affectionally known as Grassy Meadow).  
He reported that he and Cllr Studd had asked all the questions of Gladman 
voicing concerns such as lack of school and healthcare provision, the additional 
traffic which would impact on both the new junction onto Church Road as well 
as the B1115 junction and, although they had promoted the shop, café and Post 
Office at Allards, these services were no longer available and they had no answer 
to this.  It was pointed out that the village was more in need of social and rental 
properties rather than what they were offering and they were unable to guarantee 
the provision of high-quality housing as this was down to the developer and 
not them despite stating this in the brochure.  The Councillors also voiced their 
concerns about the further damage to the grassy meadow which has already 
been caused since the start of the current development phases 1 and 2.  Their 
plan to provide ongoing maintenance to the meadow was untenable.  They had 
no answers to these points or the drainage implications.  The Councillors also 
felt that the provision of children’s play equipment alongside Gipping Road was 
not appropriate.  It was noted that none of the Parish Council concerns had been 
addressed when Gladman submitted their planning submission to MSDC a few 
days later.

Meeting with Boyer and Taylor Wimpey: 
Cllr Pring reported that he and Cllr Welham had met with representatives from 
both Boyer and Taylor Wimpey about the land between Stowmarket Road and 
the A14 which is owned by 3 different landowners.  This was described by the 
developers as a submission for future development with a timeline of 10-15 years 
and to include 2 sports pitches.  Access to the site was proposed to be positioned 
opposite the old police station with a secondary access on to the former 
Stowmarket Road and joining B1115 opposite the Chinese restaurant. Concerns 
were voiced for the junction with the A1120 with additional traffic and the 
allotment holders.  The developers had suggested a housing density of 37 houses 
per hectare which equates to between 650 – 700 houses overall.  They stated that 
they wanted to keep a dialogue going with the Parish Council.

Sub-Committee Reports: 
Allotments – It was agreed that certain plot tenancies should be terminated as no 
requested improvements had been made and others would be given a deadline 
to improve theirs.  In the meantime, the ongoing tenancies would be sent out for 
renewal.

Cemetery and Churchyard – It was noted that new members were required on 
the sub-committee in order to be sure of a quorum.
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Community Events – Cllr Welham reported that there will be a display of WW1 
material pertinent to Stowupland in The Retreat between 2pm and 8pm on 11th 
November with an Act of Remembrance on The Green at 6.45pm followed by 
the lighting of the beacon at 7pm.  Refreshments will be served after this in The 
Retreat.  A commemorative leaflet will be given to all attendees.  

Environment – Changes in members belonging to the various groups were 
adopted. A request was made for the nettles under the willow tree on The Green 
to be cut down.

Finance and Policy – The recommendation that a 95-day saver account should be 
opened and the SAR policy and procedure should be adopted were agreed. It was 
also agreed that a working group should be formed to lead on a 3-year strategic 
plan. 

Planning – Support was given to an application for a garage at Mill Green 
Farmhouse.  It was confirmed that there will be an open meeting to be held in 
the URC Chapel meeting room on 15th November at 7.30pm with displays from 
7.00pm to discuss the new Gladman proposal on land adjacent to Gipping Road.

Play Park – Cllr Reeves reported that the new play equipment is currently being 
installed.

Transport, Travel and Safety – Cllr Reeves extended her thanks to Cllr Welham 
for organising the recent traffic count in Church Road, Thorney Green and at the 
Village Hall.

Councillors’ Reports: 
Cllr Murton reported that a tree needs to be cut back on footpath 32 as it is 
blocking the street light.

Cllr Studd reported that a hedge is overhanging blocking the visibility as you exit 
the village hall car park.  Cllr Reeves advised that this is scheduled to be cut very 
shortly.

Chairman’s Report: 
Cllr Voden had asked that the Chairman should extend his thanks to Cllr Welham 
for his work on the traffic count and reported that he was horrified at the number 
of drivers turning their cars on The Green and in residents’ driveways.  Cllr Reeves 
reported that the Men’s Shed group have been working with the primary school 
children to make bird and bat boxes as well as bug hotels.  Many of these will 
be put up in the cemetery and Cllr Welham advised that he would be happy to 
provide some funds for information boards from his locality budget.  The Men’s 
Shed group are also helping with making a garden as part of a community project 
and Bloor Homes have been asked to provide some materials to help with this 
including some empty cable reels that could be used as tables.

Clerk’s Report: 
The Clerk reported that she has received details from the British Legion for the 
Suffolk Remembers service in Stowupland Cemetery on 8th November.  Children 
from the Primary School will also be attending.  Anyone wishing to attend must be 
in place by 10.50am.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm.
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BOOK ONLINE  
www.cedarwoodvets.co.uk 

01449 676966 
CALL US ON 

YOUR PETS’ CARE IS ALWAYS AT THE HEART OF WHAT WE DO 

 Consultations 

 Home Visits 

 FREE Dental checks 

 Neutering 

 FREE Weight Clinics  

 Preventive Care 

 In-House Laboratory 

 Puppy Parties 

 Behaviour Clinics 

 Ultrasound 

 Endoscopy 

 Computed X-ray 

YOU BEST FRIENDS 

                           Jules Flower Studio 

                Your new independent florist in Stowmarket 

           Flowers for every occasion, specializing in weddings. 

   I work from my studio at home, which means competitive prices. 

        Call Julie on 10449 706101 

                 Email; enquiries@julesflowerstudio.co.uk 
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REPORT
STOWUPLAND W.I.

September meeting
The meeting started with our speaker, Donald Hall, whose talk was titled “Caister 
men never turn back” and concerned the history of Caister lifeboats and their 
crews.  The first lifeboat men, whose craft was a yawl, were the local fishermen. 
Their aim in going to rescue people was to save lives, with the secondary object 
being salvaging wood from any broken vessels. Disaster struck in 1901, when, in 
atrocious weather conditions, the lifeboat was launched and then overturned by a 
surge of the seas, with the crew entombed. Two men rushed to help, resulting in 3 
crew being rescued, but sadly, the other 9 men drowned. At the inquest, in a reply 
to a question, 78 year old James  Howlett, one of the rescuers, said “ Caister men 
never turn back” and  this has been their motto ever since.

During WW1, lifeboat men helped many servicemen, 
British or German, especially airmen downed from 
their single engine planes.  Petrol driven boats, used 
from the 1930s, made the old yawl boats redundant. 
Caister men acquired a petrol driven boat in 1941 
to continue their work. However, in 1969, the RNLI 
decided to close down the lifeboat station, feeling 
there was sufficient coverage from other lifeboat 
stations. Locals had other ideas and, with good 
financial support, were able to buy a second- hand 
fiberglass fishing boat to serve as the lifeboat. 

Over the years replacement boats have been bought with generous help 
from the public. One particular benefactor was Bernard Matthews, in whose 
honour two boats were named. The Caister men, all volunteers, continue their 
remarkable work and over the last 150 years have saved 2,030 lives – an amazing 
achievement.

After refreshments, Judy dealt with the correspondence – rather a lot, as it was 
two months’ worth. Everyone had enjoyed the tea party in August and thanks 
were given to the organizers, Mary C., Alison, Colleen and her 2 granddaughters. 
President Colleen has arrangements in hand for the October meal and there will 
be a sales table. 

She advised members that there will be a community quiz in November, where 
we will hope to garner enough volunteers to enter 2 teams. The raffle was then 
drawn, after which, came the competition results.

Italy – 1st Brenda, 2nd Linda F, 3rd Janet H. 

Flower – 1st Mary C, 2nd Linda S, 3rd Linda F.

This closed the meeting.

NORWICH trip - Saturday, November 24th. leaving Stowupland 9.00 a.m. and 
departing Norwich 4.00 p.m. Coach fare max. £8. Friends and family welcome.

Please contact Judy Clarke to book & for any enquiries – 01449 615386

Photo of Caister lifeboat station
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DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
Locality Grants
I still have a small proportion of my locality budget available to be used for any 
project in the village which will benefit the community of Stowupland.  Please get 
in touch with me if you have something in mind.

5 Year Housing Land Supply and the Joint Local Plan
MSDC’s assertion that they have a 5 year land supply failed to convince the 
Inspector at the recent planning inquiry into the refusal of an application for a 
housing development of 49 homes in Woolpit.  Planning permission was granted 
with conditions.  Planning permissions exist for enough housing units to satisfy 
far more than a 5 year supply but landowners and developers are not bringing 
forward the land in a timely enough fashion.  Clearly the appellant put forward 
a worst case scenario and much of their argument hinged around the new 
definition of ‘deliverable’ given in the new National Planning Policy Framework.  
Further work will need to be carried out by Planning Officers if the position is to 
be defended at the next planning inquiry.  There continues to be a shortage of 
experienced planning staff at MSDC and this will hamper planning policy and 
development management work.  What effect this will have on the timescale for 
the Joint Local Plan will be made known shortly.

Development of 18 homes on land opposite Holy Trinity Church
This outline application gained approval from the Planning Committee on 26 
September, subject to certain conditions, including completion of a Section 106 
agreement.  There are a number of matters to be resolved through the detailed 
design process and these will need to be spelt out in the detailed application 
and reserved matters process.  Of particular interest to the parish council will be 
the development management plan, control of the car park, details relating to 
the cemetery extension and appearance of the housing units.  I suggest that the 
developer be approached to begin a dialogue on these matters.

Developer responses to the Joint Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plan
Both Boyer (on behalf of Taylor Wimpey) and Gladman (in respect of land owned 
by the Carter and Bloom families) have asked for land which their clients own or 
have an interest in to be considered for including in these planning documents as 
land suitable for housing development.  I attended meetings with representatives 
of Gladman, Taylor Wimpey and Boyer; reports on those meetings will be made to 
the Parish Council meeting.  Within a few days of the meeting with Gladman, they 
had submitted a planning application for developing further land adjacent to the 
land being developed by Bloor Homes.  This calls into question whether or not 
they have a genuine desire for consultation with the parish council and the wider 
community.

Planning Application for development of land adjacent to Gipping Road and 
Phase 2 of the Bloor Homes site
It is very disappointing but not unexpected that further housing development 
on land owned by the Bloom and Carter families is being sought.  They cannot 
argue that there is a shortage of housing for residents of Stowupland who wish to 
upsize, downsize or remain in the village for any other reason.  The attractiveness 
of the site being close to the Post Office is called into question; the effect of 
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COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS BINGO

ALL CASH PRIZES

FRIDAY 30th NOVEMBER

AT STOWUPLAND VILLAGE HALL

Doors open at 7.00pm Eyes down at 7.30  

EVERYONE WELCOME     

(OVER 14’ S ONLY)

the development on the meadow, known as ‘Grassy Meadow’ or ‘Thradstones 
Meadow’ is a real concern to me and, no doubt, to others.  There is also the 
matter of shortage of school places and lack of capacity at Health Centres to 
accept new patients.  Details of the application are on the MSDC planning portal 
– DC/18/04357.  I urge you to look at the details and comment to MSDC as 
soon as possible.  I have been given an extension to this period of consultation 
to allow the parish council more time to seek the views of residents and produce 
a full comment to MSDC.  However, residents are advised to submit a response 
by mid November stating clearly whether their comment is an objection or in 
support, and a further response at a later date after the parish council have had an 
opportunity for local consultation and debate.

Community Infrastructure Levy
The first round of bids has been completed, decisions taken and applicants 
informed.  The biggest successful bid was £98,000 for increasing the capacity of 
Botesdale Health Centre (out of a total cost of the project of over £500,000).  Bids 
for improvements of the village hall and sports and social club in Stowupland 
were successful.  The bid for funds towards the cost of improving the surface of 
the track between Trinity Walk and the Community Wood was rejected as S106 
monies from the first Gladman permission should be available via SCC.  The bid 
for funds towards the cost of a notice board on the Bloor Homes site has been put 
on hold but is unlikely to gain approval from MSDC as their CIL priority is to part-
fund larger projects.

Bid round 2 is now open.  The parish council and local organisations can now 
submit bids for funding projects within Stowupland.

Keith Welham, MSDC District Councillor for Stowupland ward
keith.welham@midsuffolk.gov.uk
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PAULA MURTON
PROFILE OF PARISH COUNCILLOR 

Hello all,

It is my turn as a local Parish Councillor to introduce 
myself. My name is Paula Murton and I have lived 
here in Stowupland for the last 5 years with my family 
and our two dogs, one being well known for his skills 
with a rugby ball.

My husband’s family have lived in the village for over 
fifty years, and it’s very interesting to hear how the 
village has changed over time to how we all know 
and use it now. From stories of cows grazing on the green, to spending pocket 
money in Mann’s shop. A point of real interest being when Jubilee Court was built 
in the late 1970’s, the FA Cup image was bricked into the wall to celebrate Ipswich 
winning!

I joined the Council about a year and a half ago as I wanted to try and help 
Stowupland maintain its identity over the coming years in whatever form this 
might take. Part of my Councillor duties is to head up the footpath committee. We 
have so many great walks within the village and it is important that the paths are 
maintained and enjoyed by everyone. As you can imagine, with two dogs, we use 
the paths on a regular basis, and love the time spent walking around and enjoying 
all our village has to offer.

Moving forward with the Council, I am looking forward to playing a part in shaping 
the village over the coming years. However, as has been said before, as a team of 
Councillors we can’t do this alone. Any time that you can give to the village would 
be gratefully received.

STOWUPLAND SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 
Church Road, Stowupland IP14 4BQ 

 
The Sports and Social Club have made a change to the bar opening 

times over the winter months 
 

From 28 October the new bar opening times are:- 
 

Thursday   7 - 10.30  
Friday    7 - 10.30 
Saturday   2 - 10.30 

       Sunday         11.30 - 10.30 
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Are You In Pain?  Chiropractic may 
help with many problems including 
lower back pain, neck pain and related 
headaches as well as arm and leg pain     

STOWMARKET CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH CLINIC

Michael T E Bailey
Doctor of Chiropractic

Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

7 Stowupland Rd, Stowmarket. IP14 5AG
Tel/Fax 01449 612620

www.michaelbailey.net

D. Woolnough
Property Maintenance

For all your building requirements
from minor works to extensions 

and alterations

For a friendly, reliable service 
please call Dan on

01449 677564 or 07812 753099

Graduated with The Chartered 
Institute of Building in 2002 and

proud to have over 20 years 
experience in the construction industry

 

Fancy Dress and Costume Hire 

Church Farm 

Earl Stonham. IP14 5EE 

Tel: 01449 711109 

Email: 
sallymasquerade@gmail.com 

www.masqueradeshop.co.uk 

 

Fancy Dress and Costume Hire 

Church Farm 

Earl Stonham. IP14 5EE 

Tel: 01449 711109 

Email: 
sallymasquerade@gmail.com 

www.masqueradeshop.co.uk 



15

COUNTRYSIDE RAMBLER

Autumn is here and with it comes vibrant colours, chilly winds and early frosts. 
All of these I enjoy; the only downside is darker evenings and shorter days. I 
love to walk in woodland or even a large park and pick up the leaves and study 
them, with various shades of reds, yellows and orange, sometimes all on one 
leaf. The Maple and Plane Tree are my favourites but the Sweet Chestnut is 
unbeatable for its yellow ochre colour on a sunny autumn day.

Wind is a bit like marmite: some love it; some hate it. For myself, it depends 
what I have planned. If I am bird watching most of the smaller birds stay under 
cover in woodland or hedgerows and can be hard to spot, but birds like the 
Marsh Harrier are masters of the wind and fly effortlessly whilst hunting above 
their reed bed habitat.

Early frosts can be a gardener’s nightmare if caught unaware, with garden 
centres tempting us with plants that are not hardy in our climate. I have often 
purchased a must have plant, only to regret it after a frost has turned it to a 
black sad looking specimen.

Autumn brings the Deer rut depending on the temperature as to when it 
starts. Sometimes late September if it’s cold, but normally October and into 
November are the best months to watch this event unfold. There are many 
parks in East Anglia with herds of Fallow and Red Deer both of which rut at this 
time of year. In Suffolk I go to Minsmere for Red Deer and Holkham in Norfolk 
to see the Fallow Deer. To observe two Stags fight on a still cold morning is 
quite a sight and, with the sound of the clashing antlers and bellowing of the 
triumphant male returning to his harem of females, is unforgettable. Red Deer 
Stags are big powerful animals, so respect their space at this time of year.

Birds and mammals are busy now feasting on the autumn glut of fruits and 
berries in our woods and hedgerows. Some have the foresight to bury and 
hoard this autumn bonanza for harder times. The Dormouse will build up a fat 
reserve as it will hibernate from October until 
April. This scarce nocturnal rodent is seldom 
seen but many wildlife trusts are putting up 
nest boxes to help and monitor this charming 
mouse.

As we go into autumn look for our winter 
visitors. You should see Fieldfare and Redwing, 
both members of the Thrush family. If you have 
time, a visit to the North Norfolk coast is a must 
to see the vast flocks of Geese and Waders at 
this time of year. Check the tide times to get 
the best views at coastal viewing areas. 

BRIAN WARD

Photo of a Fallow Deer courtesy of 
Brian Ward
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S T OW U P L A N D
LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP

OCTOBER MEETING
LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

Marion Harris – Tel. 01449 770895 or  
email: marion@astronomer.plus.com 

October Meeting
Darren Dordoy began his talk by describing the crowded and unhygienic 
conditions in town and city churchyards in Victorian times, when cholera was 
rife.  As a result, local authorities were required to provide cemeteries for all.  
Previously only the rich had been buried in cemeteries, such as Highgate.   
In 1854, the London Necropolis Line took the dead and mourners to 
Brookwood Cemetery in Surrey.  There were two stations: one for Anglicans 
and one for Nonconformists.

A great death is defined by the way the nation reacts.  The Duke of 
Wellington’s state funeral was provided at great expense and special trains 
were laid on to take people to London.  Money was to be made in many 
ways, such as providing places for spectators and the appropriate mourning 
clothes.  Businesses closed for the day all over the country.

After the death of Prince Albert, Queen Victoria remained in mourning (black 
clothes) for the rest of her life, but generally it was expected that a widow 
should wear mourning for two years.  Crepe production was a huge industry 
and Whitby jet was fashionable for mourning jewellery.  Funerals were 
significant events, with invitations, elaborate ceremonies and professional 
mourners.  The directors were often profiteers and finally restricted.

Darren quoted from the funeral furnishing books of Turner’s shop in 
Stowmarket, noting what was spent on black sashes, mourning bands etc. 
for the funerals of people of different status in the town.  Although the topic 
of his talk was serious, it was amusingly presented and appreciated by us all.

Columbine Hall
Members greatly enjoyed an afternoon at Columbine Hall on 22 September.  
The oldest part of the present building dates from 1390 and was built by 
the Hotoft family, tenants of the de Columbers.  There was, however, a large 
earlier building to the east, for which the 1390 part was probably servants’ 
quarters and a gatehouse.  A wall now fills the outer (west-facing) opening 
of the latter.  The moat perhaps dates from the 11th century and its depth of 
12 – 14 ft suggests defensive origins.  When it was drained, shortly after the 
purchase of the property by Leslie and Hew Stevenson, the remains of oak 
supports for a bridge across to the gatehouse were revealed.   
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As well as telling us about the history of the house, Hew explained how 
much he and Leslie had done after purchasing it in a run-down state, 
including removing floor surfaces to reveal medieval timber or tiles.  Melvyn 
Smith’s expert fakery with modern materials added to the interest of the 
rooms.  Hew spoke about the history of many family paintings and the 
collection of marvellous objects from around the world.

Gardener Kate Elliot gave us a tour of the gardens and exterior of the Hall.  
She has worked there for 21 years and enthusiastically showed us what has 
been achieved and explained plans for planting in the future.  After admiring 
the colours in the walled kitchen garden, we enjoyed tea and cake in the 
West Barn and thanked Kate and Hew for a most illuminating afternoon.

Note: it is possible to book visits to the Hall over the summer months.  
Details will follow next year.

Remembrance Sunday
We are very grateful to have the use of the restaurant side of The Retreat for 
our display on 11th November.  As well as Mick Jessup’s research about the 
First World War servicemen named on the War Memorial, we have pictures 
and documents about recruitment and leave, poems to give an idea of 
what soldiers endured at the Western Front and post cards sent home.  Our 
Archivist, Sandra Walker, has also put together a thought-provoking series of 
items documenting events and changes in life at home over the period from 
1914 to 1918.

Do visit the display any time from 2.00pm. 

Talking Point
What was Sparva?  It was a viscose polyester fabric, very light ‘but murder 
to sew’, manufactured in the Midlands by Sparrow, Hardwick & Co.  Many 
thanks to Sandra Walker, who persisted at her computer until she had the 
answer.

Our next ‘Talking Point’ is from Neil Langridge.   In the 1930s a Stowmarket 
doctor, Hugh Gaskell, penned a poem entitled ‘The Five Sisters’ inspired by 
a group of Poplar trees which stood in a prominent position in Stowupland, 
visible from Stowmarket to the south. 

High up on Stowupland South-Westers tremendous/Sweep over the tyes on 
their way to the sea;/They come with great clouds for to sway and to bend 
us,/but through all the years five tall sisters are we.

The field men around us plod, slowly our plumes we nod, /Lifting our hearts 
to God, each poplar tree/Turning pale undersides to the black thunder-sides, 
/Leaves all a-whispering “Sisters we be!”
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We bow to the North, to Eye, Diss and Briningham;/Wave down the valley 
to Stowmarket spire;/View the red Punches a-ploughing at Finningham,/Cry 
“How d’ye do!” to far Finborough’s squire.

Call from thy mill to us, Clover!  We’ll send thee/A breeze from old Norwich, 
a breath from Bungay! /Shout to us boys, from the Shoulder at Newton/And 
we’ll pass you the gale from down Sudbury way! The Hun in his hate with his 
engines a-grumble,/Came rumbling to tumble his bombs o’er the lea,/But 
we laughed in the moonlight, tall shapes in the moonlight,/For when he was 
gone, still Five Sisters were we.

(‘Tye’ means a green or common; the word is usually found south of the 
Gipping Divide – though Thorney Green was recorded as Thorney Tye in 
some 15th-17th century documents.  ‘Clover’ was a local milling family and 
of course ‘the Shoulder’ was The Shoulder of Mutton at Old Newton.  The 
last verse refers to Zeppelin bombing raids in the First World War.)

Do any readers have information about the location of these Poplars?

Programme  Wednesday November 7 ‘A History of Advertising’ by 
Stuart Bowell

A look at the ways used to persuade people to purchase goods 
or services, from the displays in the market place to advertising 
in the media, as well as surviving traditional methods such as 
the use of posters. We are surrounded by advertising in its many 
forms and we are influenced by it, perhaps more than we think 
or would admit. 

There will be a fund-raising treasure hunt (with a map and 
stickers) at this meeting.

Wednesday December 5 ‘The Angel Roofs of East Anglia’ by Michael 
Rimmer

Angel roofs - elaborate timber structures adorned with carvings of angels 
- were often too difficult for Reformation iconoclasts to reach.  As a result, 
they comprise the largest surviving body of major English medieval wood 
sculpture.   Michael Rimmer’s talk will show the artistry and architecture of 
these inaccessible and little-studied medieval artworks and explain how they 
were made, by whom, and why. Small contributions of festive fare will be 
very welcome.

We meet at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  Visitors are always welcome and 
refreshments are available.  Admission is £1 for members, £3 for non-
members.  We look forward to seeing you.
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Vicar   : Revd Brin Singleton  Tel. 770921
Churchwardens : Mrs Ann Doubtfire Tel. 770363
  : Mrs Sue Hayter Tel. 613710
Email brinsingleton@btinternet.com
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/

NEWS
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH

Dear Friends,

As the days darken leaving summer’s brightness behind, our thoughts turn 
toward the year’s close and we hear tell stories of trial and hope, applauding 
the endurance and courage of generations past, and remembering the 
sacrifice of the fallen for Europe’s enduring peace.

This decade has seen Europe once again in the upheaval of mass migration 
and we are reminded of the migrations of our forebears, and their 
determination to bring healing to the wound of war in building new homes 
for peoples displaced and returning, and in building that brotherhood of 
nations whose strength is founded on seeking peace and justice. This year’s 
centenary finds us pondering on our own hopes for the future and for our 
family of nations across Europe. What kind of world do we seek to gift to our 
children and generations to come?

Whilst rightly our Remembrance service marks the sacrifice of the nation, 
and brings us to silence at the appalling loss of war, this remembrance for 
many brings to mind the stories of those known more personably as friend 
and family. Before this national remembrance our church’s calendar offers 
us opportunity to think on the lives of our own friends and family who have 
died, giving thanks for the good of their lives, for the love they shared by 
which we grew in knowledge and love of God. All Saints’ Sunday applauds 
the heroes of our faith, sainted for the bright light of their lives amidst this 
world’s darkness. All Souls’ offers for us the remembrance of those whose 
light we beheld and knew, whose light nonetheless burned bright in our lives.

On the afternoon of All Saints’ Day, Sunday the 4thof November, Holy Trinity 
Church Stowupland and St Mary Haughley will host All Souls’ services from 
6pm, during which candles may be lit in memory of our own dear departed. 
Those to whom the church has ministered to this last year across our Benefice 
have been invited to attend, but all are welcome to bring the names of their 
own loved ones who have died, to hear them read and to light candles. 
During the Sunday services before All Saints’ Day names added to our list 
of departed as well any names bought immediately before the All Souls’ 
6pm services will all be read and candles lit. After the service we will offer 
refreshments. In this may we find encouragement and hope in building in this 
our day, at your hand and mine, God’s Kingdom on earth as in heaven.

Yours in Christ 
Parish Priest at Haughley with Wetherden and Stowupland.
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CHURCH SERVICES in NOVEMBER
4th Nov 9.30am Parish Communion
 4.00pm 1st@4 Service - church with a difference!
 6.00pm Annual Memorial Service

11th Nov 10.50am Remembrance Service and ¬Trinity Starz¬
 6.45pm Beacon Lighting on The Green

18th Nov 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
 9.30am Morning Worship (BCP)

19th Nov (Mon) 10.30am Songs of Praise at Steeple View – All Welcome!

25th Nov 9.30am All-Age Family Service
 6.30pm Parish Communion

(BCP – Book of Common Prayer)

A PRAYER: 
Lord God of the nations, whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have 
mercy on our broken and divided world. Pour out your peace into the hearts 
of all, that all races and peoples may learn to live as members of one family in 
obedience to your law, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE:
All are welcome to come and remember a loved one at our ‘Memorial 
Service’ on Sunday, 4th November- 6.00pm at Holy Trinity. Their name can be 
read out, and a candle lit, if you would like.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE –NOVEMBER 11th at 10.50am
It would be good to see lots of people come to this Annual Service when the 
names of all those from Stowupland who served in the two World Wars and 
died are read.  ‘LEST WE FORGET’.  A poppy wreath will be laid as a mark of 
respect at this act of Thanksgiving and Remembrance.  
We welcome the children as Trinity Starz will also run.

The ‘1st @ 4’ SERVICE is a relaxed and popular, family orientated ‘Church 
With A Difference’ with some snacks afterwards! 
Trinity Starz is for children of primary school age and provides fun activities 
at Holy Trinity.  The children join in the first part of the service and then we 
go through to the church hall to enjoy bible stories, prayer and crafts until the 
main service finishes.  Parents/carers are welcome to join us with their children 
or stay for the main service while children enjoy the activities. Children can be 
collected at the end for refreshments. We hope you will join us! 

PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH:
No Ploughman’s Lunch this month, but see below!
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CHRISTMAS FAYRE:
Come along to lunch at the Christmas Fayre on Saturday, 17th November 
and browse a wide variety of stalls from which you can buy your Christmas 
presents. Bring the children to meet Father Christmas in his Grotto! You can 
enjoy a lunch of baked potatoes with a variety of fillings, also, other lunchtime 
snacks and sweets will be on sale.  Refreshments available all day. See back 
page.

BEETLE DRIVES:
Come along to enjoy a chat and have some fun in congenial company at the 
Beetle Drive which will be held on Tuesdays, 6th and 27th November in the 
Church Hall.  All are most welcome to join us!

WEEKLY COFFEE CHURCH:
Holy Trinity Church has an Open Church Coffee Social Session from 2pm to 
4pm each Wednesday.  
Come on in to the church hall for a free cup of tea/coffee and a chat, to wait 
for children coming out of school, perhaps for a quiet prayer, just to enjoy your 
Parish Church, or to enquire about church activities etc.

FOOD BANK BOX:
If you would like to donate items for the Food Bank to help those in need of 
a helping hand there is a box at the back of the church for you to leave your 
items.  Thank you!

CHURCH HALL HIRE:
Please remember that the well-appointed Church Hall is available for hire at 
reasonable rates, and is ideal for children’s parties and small groups/meetings.  
For more information please contact John & Ann Parsell on 01449 672592.  
Thank you.
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AN ACT OF 
REMEMBRANCE

On Sunday 11 November we will 
be marking the 100th anniversary 
of the end of the First World War 
and remembering those who died 
in the Great War of 1914-1918 and 
subsequent conflicts.

10.50 - Service of Remembrance 
in Holy Trinity Church.

2.00 to 8.00 - display of material 
collated by the Local History Group, 
including details of residents who 
died in active service at home or 
abroad – in The Retreat.

5.30 – 6.30 Finger Buffet in The 
Retreat.

6.45 - An Act of Remembrance on 
The Green around the beacon.

7.00 - Lighting the beacon.

Followed by Finger Buffet in The 
Retreat.

Please bring a torch to the event 
on The Green.  

There will be a collection in aid of 
The Army Charity.

On 8 November at 11.00am 
there will be a short Act of 
Remembrance in the cemetery 
to honour those who died in the 
1914-18 war and are buried in the 
cemetery.
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BEACON OF LIGHT
Stowupland Parish will be joining in with the ‘Beacons of Light’ 
celebration to mark the 100 years since the end of the First World 
War.

In remembrance of the end of the war and the millions who were 
killed or came home dreadfully wounded, Beacons of Light will be lit 
around the country at 7pm on 11th November 2018.

Our country was plunged into the darkness during the First World 
War, and it would be four long years before Britain and Europe 
would again experience the light of peace.   

The event will also commemorate the huge army of men and 
women on the home front who, often in dangerous and exhausting 
conditions, underpinned the war effort - keeping the wheels of 
industry turning and bringing home the harvests. The beacons will 
symbolise the light of hope that emerged from the darkness of war.

This commemoration was inspired by a comment made on 3rd 
August 1914 by Britain’s Foreign Minister, Sir Edward Grey. He was 
looking out of his office window at dusk as gas lights were being 
lit along London’s Mall when he remarked to a friend, “The lamps 
are going out all over Europe; we shall not see them lit again in our 
lifetime.”

We look forward to joining over 1200 other organisations and local 
communities in lighting a beacon at 7.00pm to commemorate the 
centenary of the end of the Great War.



24

Thurs 1 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Thurs 1 Pudding Night (ticket only) 7.30pm Sports & Social Club
Sun 4 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 5 Afternoon Fellowship 2.30am URC Chapel
Mon 5 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 6 Mobile Library 9.30am Jubilee Court
Tues 6 Mobile Library 9.55am The Green
Tues 6 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Tues 6 Beetle Drive 2.30pm Church Hall
Wed 7 TELSTAR DEADLINE DATE – Dec & Jan issue
Wed 7 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 7 Book Group 2.00pm
Wed 7 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 7 Local History Group:  7.30pm Village Hall 
  ‘A History of Advertising’ by Stuart Bowell
Thurs 8 WWI Ceremony 10.50am The Cemetery
Thurs 8 Parish Council 7.30pm URC Chapel Hall
Thurs 8 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Fri 9 Cricket Club Quiz Night (ticket only) 7.30pm Sports & Social Club
Sat 10 Village Volunteer Day 10.00am meet at Village Hall
Sat 10 Jumble Sale 2.00pm Village Hall
Sun 11 Remembrance Service 10.50am Holy Trinity Church
Sun 11 1914 – 1918 Display                                   From  2.00pm  The Retreat
Sun 11 Act of remembrance and lighting beacon 6.40pm The Green 
Mon 12 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 13 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Wed 14 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 14 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Thurs 15 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Sat 17 Christmas Fayre 10.00–5.00pm Village Hall
Sun 18 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Sun 18 Music 7.30pm Sports & Social Club
Mon 19 Afternoon Fellowship 2.30am URC Chapel
Mon 19 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 20 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Tues      20    PC Community Events Group 7.30 pm V.H. Meeting Room

NOVEMBER DATES
UPCOMING EVENTS
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If you wish to attend one of the events listed, and would like help 
with transport, please contact Good Neighbours on 07591 539621

Wed 21 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 21 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 21 W.I. – Annual Meeting then ‘The Kettle Girls’ 7.30pm Village Hall
Thurs 22 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Fri 23 Community Quiz                              Doors open 7.00pm Village Hall
Sat  24 PC Inspection of Village Green                    from 10.00am    meet at Retreat bus 
stop
Mon 26 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 27 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Tues 27 Beetle Drive 2.30pm Church Hall
Wed 28 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 28 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 28 Stowmarket Wildlife Group:
  ‘Red Squirrels’ by Dougal Urquhart + wildlife quiz and sale
Thurs 29 P.C. Finance & Policy Meeting 7.30pm V.H. Meeting Room
Thurs 29 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Fri 30 Coffee Morning 10.00am URC Chapel Hall
Fri 30 Community Christmas Bingo (14+) Doors Open 7.00pm Village Hall
Fri 30 Wine Tasting (ticket only) 7.30pm Sports & Social Club

December Dates
Sat 1 P.C. Cemetery & Churchyard Sub. Com. 10.00am The Churchyard
Sun 2 Country & Western Dance 7.30pm Village Hall
Mon 3 Afternoon Fellowship 2.30am URC Chapel
Mon 3 Dance Club 7.30pm Village Hall
Tues 4 Mobile Library 9.30am Jubilee Court
Tues 4 Mobile Library 9.55am The Green
Tues 4 Coffee Morning 10.00am Jubilee Court
Wed 5 Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Village Hall
Wed 5 Book Group 2.00pm
Wed 5 Open Church 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church
Wed 5 Local History Group:  7.30pm Village Hall 
  ‘Angel Roofs of East Anglia’ by Michael Rimmer
Thurs  6 P.C. Environment Sub. Com. 7.30pm URC Chapel Hall
Thurs 6 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm Village Hall
Fri 7 Cricket Club Quiz Night (ticket only) 7.30pm Sports & Social Club
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STOWUPLAND PARISH COUNCIL PUBLIC MEETING

THURSDAY 15 NOVEMBER

APPLICATION FOR OUTLINE PLANNING PERMISSION – 
DC/18/04367

Outline Planning Permission (All matters reserved).  
Erection of up to 70 dwellings.

Land to the South Of, Gipping Road, Stowupland

Plans will be available to view at 7.00pm with a planning meeting at 
7.30pm

Full details of the application are available to view on the MSDC 
website by visiting:

www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/development-management/
application-search-and-comment/search-for-applications/

Please submit your response using the online comments facility stating 
your SUPPORT or OBJECT in this response.    Alternatively pass on 

your comments to the clerk including your name and address on any 
correspondence.   Comments to be submitted by Friday 30 November

Claire Pizzey Parish Clerk

2 Broomspath Road, Stowupland, IP14 4DB

parishclerk@stowuplandpc.co.uk

                     

                  Coffee Morning  

               At Stowupland URC Chapel  

              Friday 30th November 2018 

                    10am-12noon           

             Coffee/ Tea and Cakes    

      

 

                     

                  Coffee Morning  

               At Stowupland URC Chapel  

              Friday 30th November 2018 

                    10am-12noon           

             Coffee/ Tea and Cakes    
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FROM TELSTAR COMMITTEE
Please note that the opinions expressed in letters and articles are not 
necessarily those of the Telstar committee or the Parish Council.  We 
cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of material submitted for 
publication, however we reserve the  right to include, edit or amend as we 
think appropriate. 

Telstar is produced in good faith but errors and omissions may occur during 
the process of production.  Please let us know if this is the case so that these 
errors may be corrected.

Neighbourhood Plan Submitted
Following the Parish Council meeting on 13th September the amended 
Stowupland Neighbourhood Plan has been submitted to Mid Suffolk 
District Council.  By the time you read this Mid Suffolk will have started 
the statutory six-week consultation on the amended Plan.  This allows 
everyone who commented on the pre-submission draft that we consulted 
on in June and July to see how we considered their responses and to 
make further comments.  When that is complete Mid Suffolk will send our 
Plan, all the Supporting Documents that we submitted with it, and all the 
responses they receive to an independent Examiner.  The Examiner will 
consider our Plan and the comments passed on from Mid Suffolk, and 
will make any recommendations for changes that would make the Plan 
more compliant with national and local policies, and then publish a report 
indicating whether the Plan is sound.  The next step will be for Mid Suffolk 
to arrange a referendum of everyone in Stowupland to see if you want this 
Plan to be adopted.  We are hoping that this will take place before Easter 
next year.

It has been a long slog for the volunteers who have stuck with it over 
the last three and a half years, but we are pleased so many people in 
the parish came along to our various events and commented on drafts, 
and we are pleased with the final result.  We hope that it will be passed 
by the Examiner and then be supported in the referendum.  We feel the 
Neighbourhood Plan will give us a real say in where growth will occur and 
how we can influence what it looks like.  Maybe the new Gladman planning 
application will be the first test.  Let’s hope that our Plan will be a long way 
through the process by the time a decision is made, and that Mid Suffolk 
can establish and maintain a five-year housing land supply.

Thanks to everyone for your support so far – I will keep you all updated as 
we progress through to Examination.

Jackie Ward
Chair, Stowupland Neighbourhood Planning Sub-committee
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Reduce your Accountancy costs
Call Sarah Place Accountants

Professional efficient Accountants with over 15 years experience
Accounts • Book-keeping • Payroll • Sage

VAT & Tax Returns

01284 747 139

As independent opticians we offer a more
personalised eyecare service that you can trust for

 all the family including:-

Optomap retinal examination
Colorimetry

A wide range of competitively priced frames
and spectacle lenses

Contact lenses
Prescription and non-prescription sunglasses

F. G. BROWN – OPTICIANS
Denmark House, 41 Bury Street,

Stowmarket.
Tel:- 01449 612812/674030

Your sight care is our priority
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NEWS
U.R.C CHAPEL

The support we received, for the Macmillan Cancer Support coffee morning 
on 28th September was great and people were so generous. Thank you. The 
amount raised was £380.00 and a very enjoyable morning was had by all. 
Our thanks to all those who helped and worked so hard, and those who gave 
draw prizes and made cakes.

The results of the October coffee morning, for St Elizabeth Hospice, will be 
reported in the December Telstar. 

Our next coffee morning is on Friday 30th November 2018 10am to 
noon. This is the last one until January 2019.

Friends from Holy Trinity joined us for our Harvest Festival on Sunday 7th 
October and the collection has been sent to WaterAid. 

We are holding a Jumble Sale on Saturday 10th November at 2pm in the 
Village Hall. We will be grateful for any contributions, with the exception 
of electrical goods, which I am very sorry we are not allowed to sell. Please 
contact any Chapel member or bring it to the Village Hall from 12 noon 
onwards but before 2pm thank you. Please come and support us if you can. 
In addition to jumble there will be bric-a-brac, a raffle, tombola and cake stall.

Our Speakers for November are as follows: 
04th November Derek Ames
11th November Keith Scarff (Remembrance Service)
18th  November Jim Spencer
25th November Stephen Horrex

Afternoon Fellowship
We recommenced our meetings on Monday 8th October when we had a 
very interesting talk by Revd Chris Wood. Sadly, this will be the last time 
Chris will be the speaker as he is retiring at the end of October. We wish him 
well as he continues his journey of life.

Our speakers for November are as follows:
05th November  Salvation Army Major
19th November  John Webb
We welcome anyone who would like to join us for our meetings (male or 
female). Come and enjoy the interesting speakers and the fellowship and of 
course a cuppa.

Advance notice, we shall be holding a Carol Service, arranged by the 
afternoon Fellowship on Monday 10th December at 2pm; everyone welcome.

Mary Clark
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Minister’s Letter
‘A Time to Say Goodbye!’

There is a wonderful section in the Book of Ecclesiastes that says: ‘There is 
a time for everything under Heaven’. The words are extremely realistic in its 
portrayal of human life and living, saying such things as ‘A time to be born 
and a time to die’ as well as ‘A time for mourning and a time for dancing’. 
The passage, which can be found in Chapter 3, concludes with this delightful 
advice: ‘There is nothing good for anyone except to be happy and live the best 
life they can while they are still alive’ (vs 12).

This passage is very much to the forefront of my mind, as my family and I 
prepare to say our fond farewells to our many, many friends in Suffolk and 
the Eastern Regions. We are soon to head back to West Yorkshire, our home 
county. It is amazing to think that we left Yorkshire over 19 years ago, not 
realising that we would spend thirteen years in Clacton-on-Sea, and then, just 
over six years ago, venturing across the border into Suffolk as we responded to 
the Call of Christ to serve through the United Reformed Church in these parts.

During our time here, we have witnessed many beginnings and endings in which 
we have both cried as well as laughed. We have known the unity and peace 
that Christ seeks to offer, but equally known times of tension and uncertainty. 
There have been times when we have seen growth and transformation in 
the life of local churches and communities, but equally times of resistance to 
change which I know only too well is a necessary part of living together. I know 
there have been many times when our relationship has brought great joy and 
blessings, and for these I give my humble thanks, but, equally, for the times 
when things haven’t quite worked out as planned, I can only acknowledge, 
along with St. Paul, that ‘I am but a cracked pot’ (2 Corinthians 4: 7)

But, as with many endings, these things are beyond our control, and there is 
the realisation that ‘Now is the time to say goodbye’. Given that my retirement 
has been put back twice, I am extremely grateful to those who have expressed 
surprise at my age! But retire I must, and, within the United Reformed Church, 
there is the requirement to move away from the pastorates which a minister has 
served – hence our return to West Yorkshire.

We leave with hearts that are heavy, knowing we have made many dear friends 
in our time ‘down South’ who have blessed, sustained, encouraged, supported 
and cared for us as a family, and enabled us to serve the Lord faithfully and 
obediently in our time among you. We take with us many wonderful memories, 
that will sustain us as we venture ‘From the old to the new’.

We can say without a shadow of doubt that we have been extremely happy 
living amongst you, and have considered it a great honour and privilege 
to have been given this time to live among you all. We hope that we have 
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managed to repay your trust and goodwill by living ‘The best life that we have 
been able’ – all to the greater glory and praise of our God.

Many of you will know that I have a great passion for all things that are Celtic. 
Let me leave you with one of my favourite blessings: 

May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face;
The rains fall soft upon your fields 
And until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His  hand     

From the bottom of our hearts, we want to say a big THANK YOU for walking 
with us on this part of our journey of faith and service.

God Bless.
Chris
(Rev’d Chris Wood – minister of Stowmarket, Mendlesham, Stowupland and 
Debenham URC’s)
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Open Thurs, Fri, sat 10-4pm we 
stock a wide variety of trees, 
shrubs and herbaceous plants 
at reasonable prices.  We also 
offer a garden consultation 
and garden design service.
At The Stackyard, Old Station 
Road, Mendlesham, IP14 5RS. 
Tel 07732 783572

Blossoms
Garden 
Plants

Acorn 
Kennels

Jodi Palmer

Acorns

Wash Lane

Mendlesham

 Stowmarket

Suffolk

IP14 5TD

Opening Hours

Mon – Sat

9.00am to 12.00pm

Visitors welcome other times

by Appointment

Fully Licensed and Insured

Tel:

01449 767160

07754 851789

For friendly

personal care

Lothlorien, Church Road, 
Stowupland, Stowmarket, 

Suffolk. IP14 4BH

01449  678213

C.M. 
Hayward

Electrical Services

Bespoke Framing Service

Greeting Cards & Photo Frames
X-Stitches Stretched & Framed

Fast & Reliable Service

www.EasternFrames.co.uk

Red House Farm,
Station Road

Haughley.
Tel. 01449 675897
Monday – Friday
9.00am – 5.00pm

 Saturday 
9.00am – 12noon
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JUNIOR PAGE
G U Y F A W K E S B U R
S B A I D U O S P O Q O
L K H R A I M S O N L M
E X A E J S E N T F Z A
E B Y W R T O I W I G N
H W E O L E D A V R T C
W A G R U K B T O E S A
E F U K P C E N R S L N
N H N S G O H U M E A D
I V K E I R F O H L O L
R A K T Y U B F K O R E
E S P A R K L E R S G S
H F H N O V E M B E R T
T N O G G K A C M L O E
A B S R E G N A B D A L
C O L A F Y O J N W M E

It will soon be Firework Night, so colour in the firework picture then see if 
you can find the ten words in the grid that relate to November the Fifth.
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Andrew Bingham
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICE

Stowmarkets Independent Family Funeral Service

24 Hour Personal Service • Private Chapel of Rest • FREE Parking

www.andrewbingham.co.uk
Telephone: 01449 771666

The Nutshell, Milton Road South, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1EZ

FAST TEST  
STOWMARKET 

MOT~SERVICING~AIR-CON  

Fast Test can  
service all makes and models of cars 

and light  
commercial vans, as well as welding  

repairs, computer  
diagnostics and  

Air-Con re-gassing. 
Fast Test can also offer a lift home 

or to work in the surrounding  
Stowmarket area or a courtesy  

vehicle 

Contact: Adam  
Bennett 

Tel: 01449 770902 
 

Address:  
Unit 12 

Tomo Business Park 
Tomo Road  

Stowmarket, Suffolk, 
IP14 5EP 
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Fast Test can  
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FAST TEST  
STOWMARKET 

MOT~SERVICING~AIR-CON  

Fast Test can  
service all makes and models of cars 

and light  
commercial vans, as well as welding  

repairs, computer  
diagnostics and  

Air-Con re-gassing. 
Fast Test can also offer a lift home 

or to work in the surrounding  
Stowmarket area or a courtesy  

vehicle 

Contact: Adam  
Bennett 

Tel: 01449 770902 
 

Address:  
Unit 12 

Tomo Business Park 
Tomo Road  

Stowmarket, Suffolk, 
IP14 5EP 

Contact: Adam Bennett
Tel: 01449 770902

Address:
Unit 4, Tomo Business Park,

Tomo Road, Stowmarket,
Suffolk, IP14 5EP

Fast Test can service all makes 
and models of cars and light 

commercial vans, as well as welding
repairs, computer diagnostics

and Air-Con re-gassing.
Fast Test can also offer a lift home

or to work in the surrounding
Stowmarket area or a courtesy vehicle.
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   1st & 3rd Stowmarket (Phoenix) Scouts 

   Christmas Post Service 
 

Let us deliver your Christmas cards in  
Stowmarket (Inc Combs Ford) PLUS Stowupland and Onehouse 

and you will be supporting a local youth group? 
 

Post your cards together with just 25p per card into one of our 
collection boxes and we will make sure they are delivered in time for 

Christmas. 
You can find our post boxes from Friday 23rd Nov 18 at: 

 

“Stowmarket Library”     
“Stowmarket Rugby Club”       

   “Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre” 
“M&M Butchers (Stowupland)” 
   “ZarKeys (Meadow Centre)”  

“StowHealth”     “Combs Surgery” 
“Baldwins”     “Hughes”     “Tesco” 

“Co-operative (Combs Ford)” 
“Cedars Park Community Centre” 

 

Last date for posting is Wednesday 12th Dec 18 
 

Please remember to fully address your cards.  We will not deliver to 
addresses outside the areas indicated above. 

 

For more details of our service, or if you would like us to collect 
cards specifically from your organisation, please contact:   

Dave Newbery on 01449 672344 (or 07889 137783) 
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              COLNE ROOFING
 

 

 

      References upon request 

Jon Johnson

Specialising in:

  Contact details:
  07917 548441                     
  colneroofing@gmail.com

- New roofs 
- Re-roofing 
- Repairs 
- Lead work 
- Gutter maintenance

Stowupland 
              COLNE ROOFING

 

 

 

      References upon request 

Jon Johnson

Specialising in:

  Contact details:
  07917 548441                     
  colneroofing@gmail.com

- New roofs 
- Re-roofing 
- Repairs 
- Lead work 
- Gutter maintenance

Stowupland               COLNE ROOFING
 

 

 

      References upon request 

Jon Johnson

Specialising in:

  Contact details:
  07917 548441                     
  colneroofing@gmail.com

- New roofs 
- Re-roofing 
- Repairs 
- Lead work 
- Gutter maintenance

Stowupland 

              COLNE ROOFING
 

 

 

      References upon request 

Jon Johnson

Specialising in:
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  colneroofing@gmail.com
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- Lead work 
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Stowupland 

Tel: 01284 717760, Fax: 01284 717761
www.coastlinegraphics.co.uk

..........................................           ..................Customer: Date:

Approved by:

Eco Sweep 07-01-09

Please Note: The purpose of this proof is to represent the closest approximation of the final product.
It is the responsibility of the client to thoroughly review for any discrepancies.
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ELMSWELL BOWLS CLUB
Now that our green is closed for another season we are soon to start 
the winter maintenance necessities, which will be dealt with by those 
willing or able to assist and will cover a few days of hard graft. Some of 
our members will be taking part in indoor league bowling matches, or 
roll-ups to keep their eye in so to speak, ready for next spring and a new 
outdoor season.

On 6th October we held a “quiz night” in the club house which was well 
attended and thoroughly enjoyed by one and all with a lot of laughter, 
proving that we are a happy club. Both full and social members took part 
and we wish to thank our social members for their valued and generous 
support.

As for our in-house bowls competitions held over the season, here are 
the results:-

ABSENT FRIENDS TROPHY:    
Winner: Leonie Whitehead 
Runner Up: Graham Newman

MIXED PAIRS TROPHY: 
Winners: Joan Davies and Michael Waspe 
Runners Up: Pam Riches and Trevor Clarke

MENS SINGLES TROPHY: 
Winner: Michael North 
Runner Up: Ian Tullett

LADIES SINGLES TROPHY: 
Winner: Linda Waspe 
Runner Up: Janet Sparrow

LADIES TARGETS: 
Winner: Janet Sparrow                                                                          
Runner Up: Joan Davies
 
MENS TARGETS: 
Winner: Nick Chamberlin 
Runner Up: Frank Boxall                                              

DRIVE COMPETITION: 
Winner: Brenda Begg 
Runner Up: Ian Tullett

David Begg
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SUPPORT OUR VILLAGE HALL
The Village Hall is situated on Church Road 
and is available for Clubs, Groups, Private 
Parties and Weddings.

Facilities include;

•	 Small meeting room, ideal for small 
group meetings

•	 Large Main Hall                             

•	 Licensed Bar                                   

•	 Kitchen area available

•	 Ample Parking  

There is also a range of re-cycling facilities some of which raise  funds for 
the Village Hall

For more details please contact our booking secretary, Hugh Blanch on 
01449 612156

BEETLE DRIVE
Beetle is a game of chance; it can be funny, exciting, 
maddening and frustrating.  A group of people are divided 
into equal numbers, usually three or four around a table. 
The object of the game is for any individual to build a Beetle 
before anyone else.

To build a Beetle each individual in turn throws a dice, to be able to 
commence building a Beetle one must start by throwing a six which gives 
the Beetle its body.  Head, legs, eyes and feelers are added by throwing 
allocated numbers of the dice.

Come and have a game of Beetle, it’s £1 and with a draw thrown in as well.  
They are held on the 1st and 4th Tuesdays of the month at 2.30pm in the 
Church Hall.  Everyone is welcome; we look forward to seeing you.

HELP IN GARDEN WANTED
NO LAWN

2 HOURS A WEEK-MORNINGS
£10.00 an hour
01449 672921
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John Bull 
Motors Ltd

Petrol and Diesel 
MOT testing

Servicing and repairs

Unit 7B Charles Ind. Estate
Stowmarket

Phone: 01449 774150

Fax: 01449 675898

Email:
Johnbullmotors@btconnect.com

Including perms,
colouring, tints, highlights,

cuts, blowdrys, etc.

Only the best products from
GOLDWELL are used.

Also offering a waxing
service at competitive prices

Phone GILLIAN
for your appointment now

on 01449 678162
or 07795 087670

18 Jubilee Crescent, Stowupland

Unisex Salon
For all Salon Services

Windows, MS Office,
E-mail, Internet, Graphics,

Broadband.
Solutions resolved in

your own home
One to One tuition.

Phone Shelli of MPM on
07733 262116

Let a local company in
Stowupland support you.

 

Fed up of running around 
after your car? 

 

Why not give us the inconvenience 
– it’s part of our service 

 

WE COLLECT & DELIVER 
 

Servicing, Welding, 
MOTs arranged 

Air-conditioning recharged 
General Repairs – 

shocks, clutches, brakes etc 
All work guaranteed 

 

 
                                              Est 1990 

Contact: Shane 
Tel: 01449 771102 or 07802 545737 

 

Personal Service at 
Competitive Rates! 
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Over 20 years industry experience 

 Full or part re-wires 
 Consumer unit upgrades 
 Internal/external sockets & lights 
 Under floor heating systems 
 Recessed lights 
 Home cinema systems 
 Multi room audio systems 
 CCTV (including remote viewing on smart phones)
 Automated gates 
 Full public liability insurance 

For a free no obligation quotation, please 
contact us 

Tel: 01449 614020 
Mobile: 07909 524552 

Email: richard@rhsecurityandelectrical.co.uk 
Web: www.rhsecurityandelectrical.co.uk 

                

 
 

 

 
Church Road, Stowupland, IP14 4BQ 

 
 

Whether you're trying to meet new like-minded friends, engage in a sporting 
activity, lose weight, tone up or simply maintain what you already have – why not 
join us at your local Community Sports Centre.  
 
We have a Fitness Suite including - The Fitness Zone, Fixed Resistance Weight 
Machines, Free Weights and Stretch Mats. All this is available for only £15 per 
person per month. 
 
Stowupland Sports Centre boasts a Sports Hall, Gymnasium, Outdoor Pitches 
and Courts - all for public hire. We host a variety of classes including Karate, 
Pilates and Zumba.  
 
There are many outside clubs that also use the Centre, including Table Tennis, 
Badminton, Martial Arts and Football. All the clubs enjoy success in their own 
right and are always looking to take new members. 
 

Opening times: 
Monday – Friday 5pm-10.30pm 

Saturday 9am-2pm 
Sunday 10am-2pm 

 
For further information please contact our sports centre staff: 
Phone:  01449 672531 
Email:  sportscentre@stowuplandhighschool.co.uk 
Website: www.stowuplandsportscentre.org.uk 
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Whether you're trying to meet new like-minded friends, 
engage in a sporting activity, lose weight, tone up or 
simply maintain what you already have – why not join 
us at your local Community Sports Centre.  
We have a Fitness Suite including - The Fitness Zone, 
Fixed Resistance Weight Machines, Free Weights 
and Stretch Mats. All this is available for only £15 per 
person per month.
Stowupland Sports Centre boasts a Sports Hall, 
Gymnasium, Outdoor Pitches and Courts - all for 
public hire. We host a variety of classes including 
Karate, Pilates and Zumba. 
There are many outside clubs that also use the 
Centre, including Table Tennis, Badminton, Martial Arts 
and Football. All the clubs enjoy success in their own 
right and are always looking to take new members.
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Gipping
  Press

DESIGN | PRINT | PROMOTION

Tel: 01449 721599 
Email: enquiries@gippingpress.co.uk 

www.gippingpress.co.uk 
Units 1&2 Lion Barn Industrial Estate,  

Needham Market, Ipswich, Suffolk IP6 8NZ

The Perfect 
Christmas Present

There is still time to 
produce a self-published 
book before Christmas!
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STOWUPLAND CRICKET CLUB
NOVEMBER REPORT
The cricket season has now finished and again 
this season was a fantastic success for the club, 
even though none of the four adult teams won 
promotion in their respective leagues. This is 
somewhat unusual as the club has won many 
promotions in recent seasons. At this point I 
must give a huge thank you to everyone involved 
with the cricket club. Without the tireless hard work of the committee and 
volunteers we would not have a great club and the enjoyment that goes with 
it.  

The end of season renovation has now taken place, and the wickets have 
been re-laid and seeded ready in time for the winter.  At Stowupland year on 
year the groundsmen led by Jon Wray continue to produce top class cricket 
pitches throughout the season. Even though there are no wickets to prepare, 
the work continues to manage the pitches through the autumn and winter 
months ready for the start of the 2019 season. Thanks to Jon Wray, Paddy 
Stephens and the team of groundsmen who helped complete the renovation 
in late September. 

The final three matches for the Saturday team were overall successful, 
with the team winning two and one finishing in a tie. A very unusual result 
in league cricket. The 1st team finished in fourth place missing out on 
promotion by just 9 points. Although a respectable place in the table, it 
does somewhat feel like a missed opportunity. The two victories came 
against Hadleigh and away to Kelvedon on the last game of the season. The 
first match of September was against close neighbours Earl Stonham which 
finished in a tie with both teams finishing on 131. Stowupland bowled well 
to restrict Stonham to 131 all out, a score that we felt was within our grasp 
at the half way stage. The opening partnership began well for Stowupland 
putting the team in a strong position. The tide began to turn and the 
Stonham bowlers took control of the match picking up Stowupland wickets 
frequently. From the final over Stowupland required 3 runs for victory; again 
Stonham bowled well and left Stowupland needing 2 runs for victory from 
the final ball of the match. The batsmen could only manage a single from the 
final delivery, which meant the match finished in a tie, a share of the points 
for both teams. As captain of this team I must thank all those who played for 
me, and those who supported me both on and off the field throughout the 
season.     

The Sunday 1st XI also finished the season with a very hard fought victory 
against local rivals Battisford. The team finished in an excellent 3rd place in 
Division 1 of the Sunday cricket league, the best finish for the team in this 
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league for many years. The final game was at home and captained by Kieran 
Gregory in his 250th game for the club. He won the toss and decided to 
field first. Stowupland bowled well for long periods of the Battisford innings 
with no success. Stowupland finally restricted the opposition to 212-8. The 
team saved one of their best batting performances for the final game of 
the season. Trev Scarlett (73), Kieran Gregory (46) and Luke Abbott (35no) 
all batted superbly to bring home the victory for the team. Stowupland 
won the match from the penultimate over with Luke Abbott smashing a 
huge six to win the match and finish the season in fine style. The captain of 
this team, Tom Abbott, is stepping down as captain after 4 seasons. Tom 
has led the team to back to back promotions and two successful seasons 
in the top division of Sunday Cricket. At times it has been challenging for 
Tom to get enough players, but he can be very proud of his and the team’s 
achievements under his leadership. 

The Sunday 2nd XI also finished the season with a win and again this 
came against Battisford 2nd XI. The team narrowly avoided relegation 
from Division 4 with victory on the last game of the season. This is a good 
achievement as the team included some very young players during the 
year. Stowupland batted first and set 201-6 from their 40 overs. In reply 
Stowupland’s young team bowled well and restricted Battisford to just 97 all 
out. A great way to end the season for Captain George Ager and his team. A 
mention must also go to Dave Long.  At the end of the season Dave decided 
to retire from playing cricket.  He has played for the club for many seasons 
and also captained the 2nd XI leading the team to an unbeaten season and 
promotion to division 4. Dave, like Tom, can be proud of the victories and 
successes; hopefully he will be up to support the team and watch his son 
Nathan in the 2019 season.   

In September the annual golf day was held at Cretingham Golf Club. This 
was a fantastic day for all those that took part. The day was excellently 
organised by Joe Chalk and hopefully there will be another golf day at the 
end of the 2019 season.     

Please join us and enter a team in our quiz nights which are held at the social 
club.  The September Quiz was very well supported by club members and 
village residents alike. Thanks goes to Kt and Tom Wray for all their hard 
work making these events a success.   The remaining quiz nights will be held 
on Fri 9th Nov and Fri 7th Dec. On each of the quiz nights food is included 
within your entry fee of £5 per person. The quiz starts at 19.30hrs, maximum 
6 players per team. Please register your team at stowuplandcc@gmail.com. 

Answer to last month’s quiz; “What is the oldest cricket ground in the 
world still in current use?” Mitcham Cricket Green, Surrey, is the oldest 
cricket green still in current use.  

Scott Gregory 
07538 009376
Stowupland Cricket Club      
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Yoga at 
Stowupland Village Hall

Mondays 09.30-11.00 
Experienced

Mondays 11.15-12.15 
Beginners

From £7.00 paying upfront or £10.00 on door.

No need to be young, thin, bendy or slightly mystical.

Come as you are and bring a mat.

 Bridget Quercia-Smale 07765072036

British Wheel of Yoga, 
teaching since 1996.

www.reflexologyandyoga.co.uk

Pre-bookings only please
07770 585461
tracypt@me.com
@balancedhealthandfitnessuk

PILATES
with Tracy

Tuesday 9am
Holy Trintity Church Hall

*Free trial class* on 9th October

Core Strength

Alleviate back pain

Improve posture

Improve well-being

Balanced Health and Fitness UK
Ground classes of 1 to 1
Personal Training & Pilates

You could be  
advertising here contact:

Claire Pizzey

01449 677005

adverts.telstar@hotmail.co.uk



 


